 Vote NO! To the dividing of the aquifer that runs under the Snake Valley with Nevada, for Las Vegas benefit & our demise.
     I am the 5th generation of my family to live in Snake Valley, the first arriving in 1872. I understand the importance of water & know the importance of the weather, which replenishes the ground water in this high desert area.   The early ranchers relied on the weather & the mountain water to grow their crops. The ranchers of today have underground well to back up the weather & mountain run off. But in recent years they have had to drill the wells deeper. Proof that the weather is changing & the water is receding to deeper levels. 
     All of the original ranches & homesteads had hand dug or drilled wells not much deeper than 100 ft. In 1997 the town of Baker, Nevada put in a town water & sewer system. Since that time all the old wells have gone dry. And the Baker Ranch had to go deeper with its irrigation wells.  To further prove that the water table is dropping, all of the original places had water running to their property, this was used to water trees, animals, hay and other crops. Probably in some cases it also supplies the water they used in the homes. Now you do not even know of the existence of some of these homesteads because the water no longer reaches their so the trees have all died & fallen over.  We who have lived here all our lives know what it takes to not only grow crops but to sustain the lives of the trees & other forms of plant live that was started over 100 yrs ago. 

Vote NO! To SNWA & Las Vegas, they need to learn to say no to growth & learn to live within the limits of what their present water supply will allow them to survive.   
      What is happening to our water supply? The weather is changing & the water is receding. What happened to Lake Bonneville & the Sevier Lake? Both have disappeared because the amount of snow & rain fall has continued to change & become less. This along with the hotter temperatures  & wind have cause the evaporation of these bodies of water to be non existence with only dry land left to even show of their existence. 

       Why is Utah in such a hurry to draft a plan with Nevada to divide the aquifer?  Money or power?  Either way we will be sold out. Why because SNWA has more money & political power than we do.
       Even though Snake Valley straddles both Utah & Nevada, the water should not belong to either state but to Snake Valley & the people who live here. OUR WATER is not for sale. 
 I think it is important for the people who are drafting this plan with Las Vegas, SNWA, & the state of Nevada, to come to Snake Valley & see how hard the ranchers & everyone else work to survive. With the water we have.  

           As an allergy & Asthma suffer the wind & dust is not fun. But it would be much harder if SNWA get's this Valley's water. 

          I am asking you to reconsider before you vote to give half of the Valley's aquifer to Las Vegas, & SNWA. Las Vegas needs to curb its growth, & live within the limits of its water supply, instead of stealing our water & our way of live. We may only be a handful of people in the eyes of the big cities. But where to the people of the cities think the beef for Hamburger & steak comes from. Cattle, hay & other crops are grown here which are all important in some way. A lot of the hay grown in Snake Valleys goes to Las Vegas. We can breathe fresh air here instead of living in the close confinements of the cities adding to their pollution. Believe it or not we do have money that we take to these cities & spend. 

        I don't believe that the laws or people with more money & power should be allowed to play God's with our lives. We were put on this earth the same as the rest. But we choose to live in the desert, living a simpler but harder way of life. Does this give the Utah representatives or SNWA & the Nevada representatives the right to sell us out because we live in this valley? That allows us clean air most of the time, where we can see for miles & our closes neighbors are a few miles away, instead of in the confines of the cities with it pollution. VOTE NO! To sending our water to a congested city located in a DESERT which does not seam to know how to say STOP to its growth. STOP to parks, golf courses, & casinos. Stop Las Vegas from growing beyond its own means of survival.
I thought that all men were supposed to be treated with equality. Then why are our voices not being heard? Why does our way of live not matter? Because the people, who were elected to represent us, are taking it upon them selves to only represent the parts of the state that have money & power. Is this discrimination?  Yes! Because we pay taxes & have right to our water, & the right to be heard. We are human beings, we deserve to be heard & our way of live allowed to be sustained. Not ignored while the big cities are allowed to continue to grow at our expense.  
Patsy Baker Schlabsz

Baker,NV

