Some of the concerns are:
• The agreement opens the way for Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) to pump water from Snake Valley to Las Vegas, as much as 200,000 acre-feet of water per year via a 350 mile pipeline.
• The water is wanted to support urban development in Las Vegas, including the Coyote Springs Project, which would create an artificial golf oasis and 150,000 new homes to the north of Las Vegas.
• Las Vegas is already drawing water from other valleys in the surrounding area. It continues to allow growth and development when it does not have the water resources to support this large population.
• These projects threaten to deplete the Great Basin of scarce water resources to facilitate explosive growth, They would degrade the quality of life in urban areas and to destroy rural livelihoods.
• Removing water from desert aquifers will draw down water tables, dry springs, and potentially turn rural lands into dustbowls.
• Habitats for endangered and sensitive plant and animal species will be threatened.
• Rural economies are threatened in favor of big city growth.
• The agreement has been written and signed by Mike Styler, Utah Department of Natural Resources and his Nevada counterpart, Allen Biaggi. These are not elected officials. The advisory committee included engineers from both states and legal advisors. No residents or business owners representing Snake Valley were included in the negotiations. This is very much an attitude of “The government knows what’s best for you”.
• The agreement ultimately will be signed by the governors of Utah and Nevada. Presumably, they will follow the advice of their respective officials unless they hear from their constituents (voters).
• The proposal is opposed by officials in ALL affected counties, as well as surrounding counties. Salt Lake County Mayor, Peter Caroon (who will possibly run against Governor Herbert in the next election) has voiced his opposition to the proposal. Governor Herbert, at this time, seems to favor it.
• If you have ever lived in Snake Valley, if you have ever visited Lehman Caves, Great Basin National Park, Fish Springs or Hidden Canyon Ranch, you should oppose this agreement.
• The agreement “protects” the rights only of people who were water users in Snake Valley prior to 1989. It means any of the people who have moved into the area in the past 20 YEARS have NO RIGHTS under this agreement and NO PROTECTION from damage to their property or livelihood should their water be pumped out through the pipeline.
• The agreement ignores the rights of the Goshutes and other tribes whose homes are on reservation land in the Snake Valley. As Native Americans, these tribes constitute a sovereign nation. Utah and Nevada have no right to divide the water of this land without making these tribes equal party to the agreement. What use is it to give land to these people by treaty, then take their water from it?
• The entire Snake Valley is arid desert land. Would it be such if there was “excess” water?

Public comment on this agreement will be taken until Sept. 30th, after which the final draft will be made and sent to the governors to sign. There is no guarantee that Mike Styler and Allen Biaggi will make any changes based on those comments. The only motivation is for the Governors to respond to their constituents. 

Here’s what you can do (please choose at least two):
Leave a comment below. I will forward and comments to the official public comment site, as well as to Governor Herbert.
Send your comments directly to snakevalley@utah.gov before Sept. 30th.
Contact Governor Herbert’s office through www.utah.gov/governor/ (click on the COMMENT button on the top right of the page) or send a message to him on Facebook (Gary R. Herbert)
Get your Facebook friends to join the cause
Visit info@greatbasinwaternetwork.org for more information
Attend the next public hearing Sept. 9th, 6:30 to 9:30, at the Salt Lake County Government Complex, 2100 South State Street, Room #N-2003.





	Curtis McCarthy wrote
at 10:07pm on September 4th, 2009
In early summer this year we had horrible dust storms here in the Salt Lake Valley. Those are just a sample of the dust storms we will have to endure once western Utah starts to wither from the over pumping of water to Las Vegas. This is bizarre to think we can pump water out of a desert basin and think the plants that rely on that water will survive. After the damage is done a "I told you so" will not be any solace.





	Brittany Stauffer wrote
at 10:21pm on September 4th, 2009
This is a good cause to support. I will send this to all of my friends!!!





	Leanna Stauffer wrote
at 7:41am on September 5th, 2009
What Curtis says is so true. This ultimately will affect all of us. There are people that live there - it's not a big open area. Read the info, let your voices be heard. Don't let the government decide what's best when they don't have a clue as to what is going on!


Ken Hill wrote
at 7:55am on September 5th, 2009
They negotiated in secret for 4 years and then held whirlwind public meetings within a couple of days before most people could read the draft agreement. Then allowed 30 days (extended to 45) for comments. Prior to public release to citizens, Mike Styler of UT DNR, sold this agreement to Utah media editorial boards. This agreement uses unrealistically large estimates of available water and divides it in a way contrary to how water normally is allotted -- by recharge rather than historical use. Governor Huntsman promised Utah an off switch when negative impacts began appearing. This agreement's only triggers begin an endless process of yak, yak, yak, yak, yak -- while the environment goes "south" and dust storms go north (to the Wasatch Front). Nevada gets all the benefit, Utah gets all the risk. Having no agreement only guarantees lengthy, expensive legal battles -- against deep-pocketed SNWA. Gov. Herbert: is this your legacy? This agreement badly needs fixing.

The UT DNR has agreed to have video teleconferenced meetings using UEN, EdNet equipment. These meetings are to go through the agreement line by line. We had one on 2 Sept. The next is 10 Sept. Remote sites attending the first meeting were Nephi (Juab Commissioners), EskDale, West Desert High School, Ibapah (via phone link), and a lawyer friend in California (also via phone link). Anyone interested might check with a local high school to see if EdNet equipment there could be used to add another remote site. We seriously need to understand the agreement in order to make more effective comments so we discourage any general, philosophical, "No, no, no" rants (although many of us feel that way).

Rhiannon Webster Fowden wrote
at 6:51pm on September 5th, 2009
I couldn't have said it better than Curtis.




	Felicia Rae Johnson (Bonneville High School) wrote
at 10:30pm on September 5th, 2009
Western and Southern Utah have enough water shortages as it is. We don't need to pump out more of it to Nevada.





	Clay Stauffer wrote
at 8:08am on September 6th, 2009
Governor Herbert, please do not sign this agreement without first studying ALL sides of the issue. People who live on Utah's deserts are important Utah citizens too!





	Emily Fowden Johnson (Weber) wrote
at 4:13pm on September 6th, 2009
Gov. Herbert, we elected you and Gov Hunstman to represent us. Now is the time to do it. Gov Hunstman promised to put a stop to it and we would expect you would do the same. 

It is a Desert! How are we taking water from somewhere that does not have excess water? What about the Native Americans? What about the ranchers? What about the every day citizens that need this water to sustain their livelihood? What about the natural habitat? Or be selfish, what about those of us on the Wasatch Front who would suffer?

This is such a serious issue to consider and yet it seems as though it is being taken lightly and not being given the proper attention and not getting the information to the citizens of your state. Please consider OUR state and the ones that elected you and not take the "Goverment knows best" approach. That is why have a democracy. 





	Melody Dillon Anderson wrote
at 9:37pm on September 6th, 2009
Gov. Herbert, the lives of many who live in the desert will be adversely affected. That is not the only issue at stake. Please do not let this happen. Study the adverse affects not just to the people, but to the land and all those in other places that would be adversely affected.


