Mr. Donald Norseth, Distribution Engineer
State Engineer's Office

442 State Capitol Building

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Gentlemen:

As meny of you are aware, the last regular session of the
State Legislature had a mmuber of bills being comsidered which
were detrimental to the imterests of meny water users’ organize
ations. Among those were H. B, 211, relating to the recrestionzl
and scenic streams, which was killed in committee; S. B. 121,
relating to Jordan-Provo Parkwey, which was amended snd passed
without any study of the Provo area or amy consultation with any
interested groups along the Prove River; H., B. Substitute 185,
the environmmental impact assessment, which did not pass but will
likely show up agein in modified form; S. B. 130, relating to
the Utah Land Use Act, which in its original form put water users
in sn untenable position, but was smended znd did not pass.

Representatives of the Provo River Water Users Association
devoted meny hours in following the legislation and in getting
information cut to water users groups who, in turn, contacted-
their legislators, who, when they saw what the issues really were,
helped to table or modify the offensive bills. '

Envirommentalicts led by members of the Sierra Club and other
mipority but vecal greups, agégst succeeded in shackling us with
laws which could have been extremely detvimental to the interests
of water users. It is the avowed purpose of many of these groupp
to kill the Cemtral Utah Project, ome device by which Uteh can
obtain part of the upper basin alictment of the Colorade River
water. Arizona water users have reportediy beer amticipating using
C.U.P. water in Arizoma!

Of the 600 Sterra Clubbers in Utah, some are sincere! Others

seem to have access to umlimited rescurces for the purpose of trying

to block Utah'’s use of the waters of the Colorade. This group
assumes no financial responsibility for the demages and extra
costs, etc. which result from delaying grojects and the water users
and citizens of this State will end up focting the bill. This

grnug simply does not seem to care about the water problems facing
ouy tate [} e '

Our only hope to counter them is to join as an orgsnized group
throughout the State and insist that knowledgeable representatlves
be included in the d rafting of all legislation which may have a
bearing on our activities,
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We were partially successful at the last Legislature even
heugh caught off-guard and not organized. We can do better
roperly organized. :

) et

The Utah Water Users Association has hired a manager and he
did a good job during the Special Session in helping to get the
proposed water pollution bill modified.

A Land Use Bill is being prepared for the Budget Session
of the Legislature in January 1974. Undoubtedly, there will be
octher bills also which will affect us as water uvers,

Funds are needed to pay expenses of publicatioms, TV and
radioc time, news releases, etc. to being the geaeral public to a
better understanding of the need for water in our State and to
aig in pggparimg legislation or fighting proposed leglislation
that is bad.

If each of the distribution systems would levy an assessment
of five percent of their total assessment and pay it to the Utah
Water Users Association; ear-marked for the uses mentioned above,
there would be money aveilsble to do those things which must be
done to protect our interests.

As some one once said "united we stand, divided we get splat-
tered all over the place”.

Please take this up at your armual meeting, as wewll at ouss,
Very truly yours,
FROVO RIVER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

Niels Andersen
Chairman

Address: 84 North University Avemue, No. 217
Provo, Utah 84601



