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April 1-2, 1993

R.obert L" Morgan, P.E.
Utah State Engineer
1636 West North Temple, Suite 220
Salt Lake City, Utah 841-l-6-3155

Re: Weber-Provo Diwersion Dam - Automatic
Control Gates

Dear Mr. Morgan:

fn response to your letter of l{arc}: 22, l_993r }ou can rest
assured that this Association will fully cooperate with the Weber
Riwer Water Commissioner in the proper regulation of the Weber-
Prowo Diversion Dam as it has for the last.40 years. we furly
understand that the weber River water comnrissioner has the
aut,hority and responsibility to reg:uIate the diwersions into the
Weber-Prowo Diwersion Canal in accordance with existing water
rights and under your supervision. This Association has not in
the past, nor wirr it in the future, adjust the cont,ror gates
without the prior approval or direct,ion of the Water
Comnissioner.

As you are aware, the Weber-provo Diversion Dam was
constructed some 50 years ag'o and prior to it,s recent,
rehabilitation, was obsol-ete. The control gates were hearry and
cr:mbersome, requiring J-aborious manual operation under
potentially unsafe conditions. In the past, ttre Water
comnissioner customarily would determine the proper setting of
those gates, so advise the Association, and it wourd send. itspersonnel to physicalJ-y and manually adjust the gates
accordingly. Needless to 6ay, such operation was inefficient,
time consrrming, and incapabl-e of timely adjustment to cope withthe fluctuating flows of the Weber River.

Ttre primary purpose of instalring the automatic controlgates was to prowide a more efficient means for the Weber RiverCommissioner to regulate the flows required to go downstream and.the diwersions in the weber-provo Diwersion canir. The new
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control gates will adjust, autonatically to maintain the flows
going downstreErm as set by the Water Commissioner and will- divert
the surplus flows into the Weber-Provo Diversion Canal. The
automation of the existing check structures in the Weber-Provo
Diwersion Canal will maj-ntain the required water levels in the
canal wittrout owerflowing the canal bank.

We acknor,v.lecige yotir responsi-biJ-i.ty to ensure that all water
users, including the Association, are deliwered water in
accordance with their respectsive priority dat,es. However, w€
fail to see how automation of the control gates might infringe on
that responsibility or reduce the Iewe1 of control which the
Water Com:nissioner has over this facility. Rather, we believe
such automation will provide a higher Iewel of control to the
Water Commissioner to better ensure his equitable distribution of
water.

We trust thats the abowe fully responds to your request. If
not, please adwise.

PROVO RIVER WATER USERS' ASSOCIATION

Richard Poulson, Superintendent

RP,/db
cc: Blaine ifohnson, Weber River Comsrissioner
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Weber Riwer hlater Rights Comrnitt,ee
Stairley Roberts, ,J'c., 'Provo liiver Conrnissioner
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Ted Stewart, Executive Director
Sherman A. Gi1es, Deputy Provo River Couurissioner
Prowo Reserwoir Water Users Company
Beawer & Shingle Creek Irrigation Company


