THE STATE OF UTAH

WAYNE D. CRIDDLE

OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER B8TATE ENOINEER
SALT LAKE CITY
July 31, 1961
Mr. W. C. COI.
Delta, Utah
Mr. Keith B. Christensen
Riehfield, Utah
Gentlemeni

This office has completed its review of the seotions of the Cox Decres
whieh apply to rights of the A to L water users together with the volumineus mater-
jal sukmitted by the affected parties,

Frem this review, we have reashed the following eonelusions:

1 ~ Water originating above Plute Reservoir may be stored in the Reserveir
for use of the A te L wsers during the peried provided fer in the decree vhenever
those users elect to do sc.

2 - Diroct flow waters from the tridutaries eatering the river below Piute
Reservoir and above Vermillion Dem may be used during the period provided for in
the deoree by the A to L rights, when needed.

3 - We van £ind no statement in the decree indisating that A to L users may
decline diversjen of the water, by-pass it to Sevier Bridge Reservoir, and then
claim exchange water frem P{ute Reservoir for this by-passed water.

4 - We believe that the physical inability to store the disputed water in Piute
Reservoir is the limitetion on this right. This is partisularly true in the absenve
of specifie language in the decres granting the exchange that would be necsssary.

§ - The only exeeption to this use of storage is that the A to L rights might
expest & reasontble amewnt of water by held in Piute Reserveir and used for regulatory
purposes.

€ ~ All users should be advised that waters entering the river below Piute
Reservoir ean be stored in the Sevier Bridge Reservoir and eredited to the 4 to L
rights for sxshange with Piute only dy writtem &greenent by all parties soncerned,
even though this practice may not have been followed in the past. If sueh an
agrecneat is reashed, gopies should De supplied to the State Engineer and his Sevier
River water ewmissioners. Past prosedure may be & fastor in arsiving at sweh agree-
ments but until they are formally developed, the above order is in effest.

7 ~ The River Camissioners aye thn!m ordered to allow the A to L users
g eredit for storage of wndiverted water in the Sevier Bridge Reservoir without
llowing the procedures cutlined im {tem 6,
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