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COUNTIES

time to assess the cost of any sewer connections, and of any water connec-
tions when the county owns the water and water pipe main, to such depth
as it shall deem just and equitable, upon the property opposite such con-

nections.
History: L. 1957, ch. 32, § 18.

Separability Clause.

Seetion 19 of Laws 1957, ch. 32 pro-
vided as follows: “If any one or more
provisions of this act or the application
thereof to any person or ecircumstance
shall ever be held by any court to be
invalid the remaining provisions hereof
and their application to persons or eir-
cumstanee other than those to which they
have been held to be invalid shall not be
affected thereby.”

Repealing Clause.

Section 20 of Laws 1957, ch. 32 pro-
vided as follows: “Sees. 17-7-1, Utah Code
S nnotated 1953, as amended by Chapter
27, Laws of Utah 1955; 17-7-1.1, Utah Code
Annotated 1953 as enacted by Chapter 27,
Laws of Utah 1955; 17-7-2, 17-7-3, 17-7-4,
17-7-5, 17-7-6, 17-7-7, 17-7-8, 17-7-9 and 17-
7-10, Utah Code Annotated 1953, are re-
pealed.”

Effective Date.

Section 21 of Laws 1957, eh. 32 pro-
vided that the act should take effect upon
approval. Approved March 26, 1957.
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17.8-1. County commissioners—Powers—Contracts with United States
—_Construction of flood control project.—A board of county commissioners
may contract with the United States of America, or any agency thereof,
for the construction of any flood control project within the county de-

signed to abate or contr
cumulation of water in any

ol flood waters or any excessive or unusual ac-
natural or artificial basin, stream, or body of

water or for the protection of life and property against the danger, menace,
injury or damage resulting from said waters.

History: L. 1947, ch. 23A, §1; C. 1943,
Supp., 19-6b-1.

Title of Act.

An act authorizing a hoard of county
commissioners to enter into eo-operative
contracts with the United States of
America or any agency thereof for the
construction of flood control projects with-
in sueh county and providing for the
financial assistance of the projects for the

17.8-2. Maintenance of project—Acquisition of property.—A board of
county commissioners may contract to maintain such flood

state of Utah and providing for the care,
maintenance, and protection from pollu-
tion and obstruetion in mnatural streams,
canals, and lakes in the state of Utah,
and authorizing a one mill county levy
for such purposes.

Collateral Reference.
Flood control, 56 Am. Jur. 578, Waters
§ 95 ct seq.
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FLOOD AND DROUGHT EMERGENCIES 17-8-56

after the construction work is completed, which maintenance may be with-
out expense to the United States of America, and may contract to and
acquire easements and rights of way to relocate publie roads or bridges
when the replacement hall be rendered necessary by the eonstruction of
any flood control project and may give satisfactory assurance to the
United States of America, or any agency thereof, that the location, reloca-
tion, building or rebuilding of such roads, rights of way, or bridges shall
be done without expense to the United States of America or any agency

thereof.
History: L. 1947, ch. 23A, §2; C. 1943, Collateral Reference.
Supp., 19-6b-2. Liability of municipality or other gov-

ernmental subdivision in conneetion with
flood-protection measures, 5 A. L. R. 2d 57.

17-8-3. Distribution of waters—Operation of project.—The duty of dis-
tributing the waters of and operating the flood control project when
completed shall rest upon the state engineer of the state of Utah provided,
that the cost of such distribution and operation of the project by the
state engineer shall be borne by the county entering into the co-operative
contract with the United States of America for the construction and the
operation of the flood control project.

History: L. 1947, ch. 234, §3; C. 1943,
Supp., 19-6b-3.

17-8-4. Joint action of two or more counties.—Whenever the construc-
tion of a flood control project, as hereinabove provided, shall be for the
mutual benefit of two or more counties, the boards of commissioners of
counties may jointly enter into such co-operative contracts with the United
States of America, or any agency thereof, for the construction of such flood
control project.

History: L. 1947, ch. 23A, §4; C. 1943,
Supp., 19-6b-4.

17.8.5. Clearing, improving, and fencing natural channels—Construct-
ing new channels—Enforcement of laws and regulations.—The board of
county commissioners may remove any obstacle from any natural channels
within the county, and, may plan for and construet new channels to serve
the same purpose as the natural channel to provide for the carrying away
and the safe disposal of natural storm and flood waters and for said pur-
pose the board of commissioners may cause such channels to be surveyed
and by ordinance establish the location and width thereof and may pro-
muleate regulations to prevent the destruction or obstruction of same and
provide for the enforcement thereof. The board of commissioners may
also maintain, improve and fence all such channels. To implement the
establishment, elearing, protection and continued use of such channels, the
board of county commissioners may acquire, by right of eminent domain if
necessary, necessary easements and rights of way. All laws and sanitary
reculations against the pollution of water in the natural streams, canals,
u.nd lakes of the state shall be enforced by the boards of county commis-
sioners in their respective counties, or, by the state of Utah, through the
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attorney general of the state and in co-operation and conjunction with the
state board of health, state fish and game commission, and the several

boards of county commissioners.
History: L. 1947, ch. 23A, §5; C. 1943,
Supp., 19-6b-5; L. 1959, ch. 26, § 1.

Compiler’s Note.
The 1959 amendment completely rewrote

this section to add the provisions relat-
ing to maintaining, improving and fencing
natural channels and construeting new
channels.

17-8-6. Taxation by counties.—Counties are authorized to levy a tax on

real and personal property therein.

History: L. 1947, ch. 23A, § 6; 1949, ch.
23, § 1; C. 1943, Supp., 19-6b-6; L. 1959, ch.
26, §2; 1961, ch. 30, §10.

Compiler’s Notes.

The 1949 amendment reduced the rate
of levy from one mill to one-half mill in
a former provision relating to limitation
of levy.

The 1959 amendment added references
to section numbers 17-8-1 to 17-8-5 in the
provision deleted by the 1961 amendment.

The 1961 amendment deleted a provision
relating to the limitation of the levy.

Effective Date.

Section 7 of Chapter 23a, Laws 1947,
provided that the aet should take effect
upon approval. Approved March 18, 1947,

Cross-Reference.

Levies made to be used for flood control
excepted from single aggregate mill levy
limitation for counties, 59-9-6.5.

Collateral References.

Counties€=22.
20 C.J.S. Counties § 50.

17-8-7. Declaration of drought emergency—Appropriation—Tax levy.—

The county board of commissioners of each county may at any regular meet-
ing, or at a special meeting called for such purpose, declare that an emer-
gency drought exists in said county; and thereupon may appropriate from
the moneys not otherwise appropriated in the county general fund such
funds as shall be necessary for the gathering of information upon, and
aiding in any program for increased precipitation within said county or
in conjunction with any other county or counties, or that if there are not
sufficient funds available in the county general fund for such purpose,
said board of county commissioners may, during any such emergency so
declared by said commissioners, assess, levy, and collect annually to aid in
any program of increased precipitation. The provisions of sections 17-19-1
to 17-19-28, relating to budgeting shall not apply to appropriations neces-
sitated by such an emergency.

History: L. 1951, (1st S. 8.), ch. 3, §1;
1961, ch. 30, §11.

Compiler’s Notes.

The 1961 amendment deleted “not to ex-
ceed one mill upon the dollar valuation”
after “annually” near the close of the first
sentence.

Section 17-19-18 was repealed by Laws
1953 (1st S. 8.), ch. 6, § 2.

Title of Act.

An act authorizing the boards of coun-
ty commissioners to deelare drought emer-
geney, to provide program for inecreased

precipitation to meet such emergeneies, to
appropriate from the county funds and to
levy taxes for the support of such pro-
grams.

Effective Date.

Section 2 of ch. 3, Laws 1951 (1st S.ﬁ.),
provided that the act should take cffcct
upon approval. Approved June 13, 1951

Cross-Reference.

Single aggregate mill levy limitation for
counties according to assessed value, 59-9-
6.1 to 59-9-6.2.
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Rection 17-9-1.
17-9-2.

17-9-12.
17-9-13.

17-9-14.

17-9-15.

17-9-16.
17-9-17.

17-9-18.
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