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RESERVE FUND FOR OPERATION 7-1-1-7-1-5

Chapter 1

RESERVE FUND FOR FLOOD CONTROL
AND STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

Sections:
7-l-L. Purpose
7-1-2. Appropriation of Funds
7-l-3. Authorized Uses of Funds
7-l-4. Transfer to Fund of Unencumbered Surplus
7-l-5. Investment of Reserve Fund
7-t-6. Administration of Funds

sec. 7-1-1. Purpose. It is the purpose of this ordinance to establish
in salt Lake county a reserve fund for flood control and storm drainage
systems; to finance emergency flood control projects and a master stonn
drainage system in order to permanently eradicate or reduce the danger
of flood damage to residents of and property within the county. In order
to accomplish the above pu{poses, provision is hereb5r made for the acqui-
sition of both real and personal property and for the financing of the plan-
ning, contracting, installing, repairing or rehabilitating of such works and
improvements as may be necessary to prevent damage from flood or stonn
waters.

sec. 7-1-2. Appropriation of Funds. The bcard of county commissioners
may appropriate each year such sums as they deem necessary or convenient
for the purposes of this title. I\{oney so appropriated shall be allowed to
accumulate from year to year until spent for any of the purposes specified
in section 7-1-1 and shall not be transferred to any other fund or used
for any other purpose.

sec. 7-1-3. Authorized uses of Funds. Money appropriated or accumu-
lated pursuant to this title, including all interest and earnings thereon
shall be used for the purposes specified in sec.tion 7-l-1.

sec. 7-1-4. Transfer to Fund of unencumbered surplus. The board of
county commissioners is, by resolution, empowered to transfer to the re-
serve fund any unencumbered surplus funds remaining on hand in the gen-
eral fund of the county at the end of any fiscal year.

sec. 7-1-5. rnvesfunent of Reserve Fund. All money in the reserve fund
rvhich is not encumbered may be invested in such securities as are legal
for the inveshlent of Salt Lake County and all interest or income from
such investments, if any, shall be made a part of the reserye fund provided
for her,ein.
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7.I.*7.2-2 FLOOD CONTROL - STORM DRAINAGE ORDINANCE

sec. 7-1-6. Administration of Funds. Money appropriated or accumu-
lated under the provisions of this ordinance shall be administered by the
board of county commissioners and no expenditure or encumbrance ot' such
money shall be made without the approval of the board.

Chapter 2

DEPARTMENT OF STORM DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL
Sections:

7-2-1. creation of Department of storm Drainage and Flood control
7-2:2. Director. Creation and Duties

sec. 7-2-1. creation of Deparhnent of storm Drainage and Flood con-
trol. There is hereby created a department of storm drainage and flood
control within the county, which deparfment shall assist the board of county
conmissioners in the discharge of its responsibiiity for the gathering, con-
trol and disposal of storm drainage and flood water, for the conservation
of such water for beneficial and useful purposes and for the protection of
persons, properf,y, public highways, and waterways within the county from
damage resulting from such water. The department of storm drainage
and flood control shall administer all county ord,inances pertaining io
drainage, water consenration, flood control, and other related *"t"" problems.

sec. 7-2-2. Director. creation and Duties. There is hereby created the
office of director of the department of storm drainage and flood control.
The director shall:

(1) Recommend the employees and staff necessary to faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the department;

(2) Attend, at the request of the board of county commissioners, any
meetings or conferences dealing with the gathering, control and disposal
of storm drainage and flood water within the county;

(3) Administer the implementation of the master plan for storm drain-
age and flood control which shall be adopted by the board of county
commissioners;

(a) Make recommendations for the necessary modification or alter-
ation of the master plan for storm drainage and flood control;

(5) Direct the clearring and maintenance of natural channels within
the county and insure that such channels and other flood control facilities
are not obstructed;

(6) Administer all subdivision ordinances pertaining to storm drain-
age and flood control and investigate any violation of this code or of
state statutes dealing with such matters;

)
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DEPT. OF STORM DRAINAGE & FLOOD CONTROL 7-2-2

(7) Work with the citizens' advisory committee and other citizen groups
to insure proper liaison between such groups and the board of countj com-
missioners;

(8) Arrange for public hearings for the installation of pipelines or
other storm drainage facilities and be prepared to conduct such hearings
before the board of county commissioners;

(9) Prepare rules and regulations for the operation of the deparhnentof storm drainage and flood control for the submission to and approvar
of the board of county commissioners;

(10) Determine a schedule of storm drainage and flood control projects
and the necessary funds to be anocated for such projects and shall coordj-
nate such undertakings with the priorities committee;

(11) Prepare an annual budget to be submitted to the board of county
commissioners for the expenditure of funds derived from the flood control
levy.

(12) rnsure thatthe budget approved by the commission is faithfully
administered for flood control purpcses.

(13) Establish a comprehensive set of plans and specifications to beapproved by the commission for storm drainage and flood ccntrol and havesuch plans and specifications readily available tor p,rbiic inspection.

- (14) rnvestigate all claims against the county pertaining to storm
drainage and flood control.

(15) Acquire easements and rights-of-way for storm drainage andflood control facilities and recom-"trd to the commissiL such cond.em-
nation as is required to attain easements or other rights-of-way.

(16) Recommend contracts for engineering or other professional workwhich might be required for the construction, io"turuti^on, maintenance
or improvement of any facility for storm drainage and flood control.

(17) rnvestigate and make recommendations to the board of countycommissioners as to natural channels within ttr" co.rntv which should beused for storm drainage and flood contror purposes and arso as to ditcheswithin the county, insuring that ditche, 
",,d 

channels ,r.J u. storm &ain-age and flood control facilities are properry maintained uod i*p"ou"d.
(18) Perfonn such other duties as the board of count5r comnissionetsshall require.
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7-3.I_7.3.4 FLOOD CONTROL - STORM DRAINAGE ORDINANCE

Chapter 3

USE OF FLOOD CONTROL FACILITIES
Sections:

7-3-L. Use of Flood Control Facilities Without permit
7-3-2. Pemit Required
7-3-3. Exemptions
7-3-4. Obstruction of or Damage to Flood Control Facilities
7-3-5. Included Facilities
7-3-6. Existing Rights
7-3-7. Penalty

sec. 7-3-1. use of Flood control Facilities without permit. It shall be
unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, municipality or district to inter-
fere with, cause damage to, destroy or use for storm drainage or flood con-
trol purposes any flood control, storm drainage, or water consenration
structure, facility, or appurtenance, or any other property owned, con-
structed, maintained or controlled b5r or on behaif of the county, without
having first received a written permit from the board of county commis-
sioners. PermiLs shall be revocable when, in the opinion of the commission,
the public interest and welfare so requires.

sec. 7'3'2. Permit Required. Application for the use of such property
shall be made to the director of the deparbrnent of storm drainage and
flood control and shall set forth the particular use desired and the pur-
pose and duration of such requested use. The director shall investigate
the application and shall make recommendations concerning the proposed.
use to the board of county commissioners, which board may impose such
tenns and conditions as may be necessary to insure the proper maintenance
of the property for an appropriate purpose.

sec. 7-3-3. Exemptions. The provisions of the above sections shall not
apply to any entry or use in the course of duty by any peace or police
officer or by a duly authorized employee of the county.

sec. 7-3-4. obstruction of or Damage to Flood control Facilities. It
shall be unlawful for any persion, firm, corporation, municipality or district
to place or cause to be placed in the channel, bed or bank of any river,
stteam, wash or other natural drain in the count5r or within or upon any
flood control charmel, resewoir, debris basin, spreading ground or other
property over which the county has an easement, fee title or other interest,
any wire, fence, building or other structure, or zrny refuse or other matter
of any kind, that may operate to impede, retard or change the normal
direction of the flow of flood, storrn, or other waters, or that may catch
or collect debris carried by such waters, or that ynay be carried down

)
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USE OF FLOOD CONTROL FACILITIES 7.9-*7.3-7

stream by such waters to the damage and detriment of adjacent privarc
or public property.

Sec. 7-3-5. Included Facilities. The following natural channels and their
tributaries, wherever located in the county, are declared to be part of the
storm drainage and flood control project and are included within and subject
to the provisions of this chapter relating to such facilities.

(1) The Jordan River
(2) Millcreek
(3) Neffs Canyon Creek
(a) Big Cottonwood Creek
(5) Little Cottonwood Creek
(6) Dry Creek
(7) Bingham Creek
(8) Coon Canyon Creek
(9) Harker's Canyon Creek

(10) Barney's Creek
(11) Parley's Canyon Creek
(12) Willow Creek
(13) Little Willow Creek
(1a) Big Willow Creek
(15) Butterfield Canyon Creek
(16) Midas Creek
(17) Copper Creek
(18) Rose Canyon Creek
(19) Wood Hollow
(20) Beef Hollow
(21) Hughes Canyon Creek
(22) Comer Creek
(23) Spring Creek from Wasatch Boulevard to Big Cottonwood Creek
(24) Casto Springs Channel

Sec. 7-3-6. Existing Rights. This ordinance shall not apply to any
existing use of natural channels within the county for such beneficial pur-
poses as are approved by the office of the engineer for the State of Utah;
nor shall it affect any water rights established by the State Engineer or
by any courb of competent jurisdiction.

sec. 7-3-7. Penalty. Any person found violating the provisions of this
ordinance shall be suilty of a misdemeanor and shail be subject to the
fines and penalties provided in section 5-5-77 ucA-1959. rn addition, the
department of storm drainage and flood control may, for and on behalf of
the county:

I
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7-3-7 FLOOD CONTROL - STORM DRAINAGE ORDINANCE

(1) Remove any of the obstructions described in section 7-3-4 and,
also, any pipelines or other devices installed in violation of section 7-3-1, or

(2) Give written notice to persons in violation of the provisions of
this ordinance requiring the removal of offending installations from natural
channels or other storm drainage facilities. Notices may be personally served
or may be mailed to violators by registered mail provided that a copy is
also posted on offending installations for a period of ten days. If such
installations are not removed within ten days after notice is complete, the
department of storm drainage and flood control may effect such removal
at ttre expense of the person in violation and may recover costs, expenses,
and the sum of $10 for each day after notice was complete that the obstruc-
tion remained within the natural channel or other storm drainage facility, or,

(3) If persons dispute or den5r the existence of offending installations,
or fail or refuse to remove or permit removal, subject such persons to an
action for the abatement of the nuisance, provided that in the event that
judgment is recovered, in addition to the abatement of the nuisance, the
county shall recover its costs for bringing of the action and the sum of
$10 'for every day such nuisance remained within the natural channel or
other storur drainage facility after the giving of notice for its removal.
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FLOOD CONTROL.STORXI DRAINAGE ORDINANCE 7.4-L_7.4-2

Title VII
DRAINAGE OF SUBSURFACE WATtsR

Section:
7-4-7. Written Permission Required
7-4-2. Minimum Standards
7-4-3. Administration
7-4-4. Violation a Misdemeanor - Fines and penalties

Sec. 7-4-1. written Permission Rcquircd. It shall be unlawful for any
person to make any improvements upon their ground where subsurface water
exists without obtainins the written permission of the Director of the De-
partrnent of Storm Drainage and Flood Control for Salt Lake County. This
requirement shall include but not be timited to subdividers; persons cle-
veloping ground for industri al and/ot commercial prlrposes; and homeorvners
constructing improvemenLs upon their. own properry.

sec. 7-4-2. Minimum standards. Before written permission is issued,
the Director of the Department of Storrn Drainage and flood Control for
Salt Lake County shall insure that rhe follovrine minimum standards are
maintained.

--. 
(.1) All psrsons shall dig test holes upon said properties to a depth

sufficient to determine the extent of the subsurface water table in the oro-
posed developmcnt to include the depth thereof and any other informaiion
regarding same which may be required bv Salt Lalre County.

(2) All footing shall be at least two feet (2,) above the highest water
table elevations; and the tvpe of house construction or other development
shall be governed by this standard.

(3) In areas where soil conservation maps indicate hiqh water tables
q4 i" all other questionable areas that might be designated as high water
tables by the Director of the Department of storm Drainage and Floocl
Control no buildine permits will be issuecl without water table inspection
during high water table season.

(4) All applications must suppry data as to water table elevations.
(5) The land developer shal! ptovide drainage easements to Salt Lahe

count5r along all rear, side and front lot rines for draina,qe purposes: the
size of the said easement shall be detcrmined by the Director of the De_partment of storm Drainase and Floorl control and shall in all events be aminimum of seven feet (7'). The said Director shall recommend whetherthe drainage easement shall be separate from other utility easements or
shall be used concurrently with said easement-q.

(6) All grading of any kind shall be done so as
drainage is away from the proposed improvements and
(Printed 12/3r/Gs)

to insure that the
in such a manner
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7-4.3-7-4-4 FLOOD CONTROL - STORM DRAINAGE ORDINANCE

as to prevent any conveying or trapping of water adjacent to the basement

and foundation walls of the said improvement.

Sec. 7-4-J. Administration. The administration of this Ordinance rvill
be the responsibiiity of the Director of the Department of Storm Drainage

and Flood Control and his approval will be a condition precedenl to the

issuance of any building permit. It will be the duty of the said Director to

investigate the standards set forth above together with any and all other
standards which may be included in the futuro pertaining to drainage

of subsui{ace waters and to recommend in writing to the Board of County
Commissioners whether the proposed improvements should be allorved upon

the said properties and shall further recornmend any additionai require-
ments rvhich he believes to be in the best interests of Salt Lake Couniy to
insure that there is no damage to pelsons or ploperty within the area of
the proposed improvement. Such recommendations might include the use

of subdrains to lower the water table or other methods which the said

Director believes would be in the best interest of the residents of the Coun-
ty-said residents to include both those in the area at the present time as

well as others who may be in this area at some time in the future.

*e7-4-4, Violation a Misdemeanor - Fines and Penalties. Any per-
son found violating the provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be subject to the fines and penalties provided in
Section 17-5-77 Utah Code Annotated-1953 as amended. In addition, the
building inspector of Salt l,ake County is hereby given authority to revoke
any building peimits and/or certificate of occupancy pertaining to said
property where the proposed improvement is to take place; and to with-
hold said permits and/or certificates until the applicant shall comply rvith
the provisions of this chapter.

A
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