
Central Utah Water Conservancy District
355 WEST 13oO SOUTH OREM, UTAH 84058-7303

TELEPHONE (801) 226-71 00

WATER RIGHTS
SALT I.AKE

Mr. Robert L. Morgan
State Engineer
Utah Department of Natural Resources

Division of Water Rights
1636 West North Temple
Salt Itke City, UT 84116

Dear Bob:

The District appreciated the opportunity to attend and participate in your Utah

Lake Distribution Plan @istribution Plan) meeting held on October 28, L993- The

District has spent considerable time developing an understanding of the Distribution
plan and analyzing its effect on the District's present and future operations. We feel

that it is a reasonable approach to solving many of the problems that need to be taken

into account and resolved on the Provo River as it relates to Utah I^ake. In this

regard, the District has the following comments relating to the concepts that were

presented by your staff during the meeting held on October 28, 1993, and the

Distribution Plan in general.

Ci"Oitr. The District supports the need expressed by your staff to immediately

report to the river commissioner when water imports, releases, and or spills

arl made and under what rights and destinations are involved. The District

also supports the requirement of claiming any return flow credits and the water

rights irwolved by November 1 of each year. The District believes this rvill
trJtp att parties involved more effectively plan their operations for the coming

year. ';

Modifications to the System Storage Conversion Curve. The District will give

you notification by April 1 of each year of whether or not it plans to leave its

tftan f-ate water in Utah Lake and/or request a modification of the system

storage conversion and primary storage curyes.

Evaporation Losses on Import Water Held in Utah Lake. The District strongly

beliives that calculated evaporation losses on import water should be based on

the incremental method described by your staff during the Octobet 28, 1993,
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meeting. This evaporation calculation approach is reasonable since the

Distribution Plan's conversion and primary storage curyes already take into

account the heavy evaporation losses in utah Lake suffered by the non-import

water. Import water in Utah kke that has not yet been used for upstream

conversion Ut 
"*.t*ge 

should only be charegd.evaporation losse-s.based on

the incremental increase in surface area caused by the presence of import

water. Using a prorated approach to import water evaporation will whittle

away at the import water faster than actually occurs' This will in effect

benefit tfre Utair Lake rights just by havingimport water in Utah I:ke to the

detriment of water right Exchange #398. 1s you may know' Pi:tti:t staff has

previously met ;ith lour staff cincerning this matter and would be happy to

meet again at your convenience to discuss the matter further'

4. Transportation Losses on the Provo River. The-District has a great concern

with the r"* p"r"""t l"* a"..ti-u"o uylour staff that would be charged to all

water ,,oJu'Uove Heber City. n[ parties acknowledge that the four percent

loss is an arbitrary figure imposed by a River commissioner many years ago

and simpty p".p"iu"t"O by each subsequent Commissioner' The District

understands thi; to mean th"t 
"ny 

releases_of cuP project wa!e1 flom

Jordanelle Reservoir to its petition"rt in Wasatch, Utah, and Salt I-ake

counties or instream flow releases from Jordanelle to Deer creek reservoirs

would suffer the four percent loss. We request that the described four percent

loss charged tO storage water released from Jordanelle Reservoir not be

implemented until G State Engineer furtler evaluates pertinent data now

available as well as the data foihcoming from the District relating to its

Central Utatr project Completion Act studies on the Provo River system' The

premature implementation of.a four percent actual loss before it is known what

the loss *;t;;i; 
"ne 

more item that is earing away at thg pu:h.n""d.d water

supply avaiiable for the Central Utah Water Conservancy District's instream

floll' and Petitioner interests'

5. Calls by Utah Lake for System Storage ReleaSes' This item waq not discussed

at the october 2g, lgg3, n1.rtG-t;i*"t, the District is very concerned with

the Distribution Plan concept thit requires any system storage that is stored

above utah kke to be released in fu[ when utah I-ake drops sufficiently

below pil"ry storage to call on all system storage held upstream. In other

words, if i,000 ..r"'-f."t is stored as iystem storage in Jordanelle Reservoir

and over several months 50 acre-feet ii evaporated away in Jordanelle

Reservoir, it is the District's understanding that the State Engineer could call

on 1,000 acre-feet to be released instead o1qSO acre-feet. It is the District's

position ,t ut ,t it approach is unreasonable. If the system storage had never

been held upstream more than the 50 acre-feet would have been evaporated
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and less than 950 acre-feet would be in Utah I-ake. Only the amount of
system storage remaining after evaporation should be called for to be released

to Utah I-ake when needed.

The District would welcome an opportunity to meet with your staff once again

to discuss its concerns and comments in detail, if you so desire. We appreciate your

staff s work and the many hours that they have spent with the District in providing

input and help in the planned operations of the Bonneville Unit of the Central Utah

Project. If you have any questions, please call this office.

Sincerely yours,

General Manager

DAC/RLT:dv

Steve Clyde
USBR - Provo
Provo River Water Users Association


