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Lee Kapaloski Jonathan K. Butler Douglas R. Davis

Utah Division of Water Rights
Investigations Section

1636 West North Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116-3156

Re: Proposal for Distribution of Water Within the Utah
Lake Drainage Basin

Gentlemen:

Parsons Behle & Latimer, on behalf of its client the Utah
and Salt Lake Canal Company, submits the following comments to the
May 14, 1991 draft "Distribution of Water Within the Utah Lake
Drainage Basin." It is our understanding that a hearing was held
with representatives of many of the Utah Lake Drainage System water
users, but unfortunately, the Utah and Salt Lake Canal Company was
not represented at that meeting. Accordingly, the Company’s
information is limited to that contained in your handout. We do
appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments.

il Because the handout is relatively brief and the
methodology used in arriving at the allocations is not included, we
request an additional meeting with the State Engineer to obtain
explanations of the technical methodology for establishing the
annual diversion entitlement numbers and the allocation of the
25,000 acre feet of active storage capacity. We are concerned that
the numbers assigned to Utah and Salt Lake Canal Company do not
accurately reflect its water rights.

2. We request a clarification from the State Engineer’s
Office that this is a distribution document and not an adjudicative
one. Its provisions should be clearly subject to the final
adjudication and to the full protections and safequards required of
rulemaking under the Utah Rulemaking Act.
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3. Since this document is preliminary, we request that
it be administered on a temporary year-to-year basis for several
years to ascertain its appropriateness before it is finalized.

We recognize the difficult issues faced in operating this
system and compliment the State Engineer’s staff on its efforts to
produce this document. We believe that with fine tuning and
further explanations, an acceptable program can be worked out to
administer this system.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Very truly yours,
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David R. Bird
of and for
PARSONS BEHLE & LATIMER

mob
cc: Marvin L. Steadman
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