
Central Utah Watar Consarvancf llistrict
355 WEST 13OO SOUTH oREM, UTAH A4O'8-73O9

TeLEPHONE (8O1) 320-7100

Itr. Robert L- uorgan, P.E.
State Engineer
Divislon of water Righte
1636 t{est North femPle, sulte 2oo
salt Lake city, utah 84106

Rei GgmmentE on Proposed utah Lake Dralnagc ol'atribution
Regulations

Dear Hr. ltorgan:

Thefollowingcc,n$entEonyou-r-propoaed_draftdl.rltrl.lnrtl.on
regUlations are stp.ltted on n;ftott of tho Central Utah tlater
CofrservancY D5.atrict.

Weagreetheinter-relatl.onehlpgbetveenthevarlouewater
rtghte 6lld tlpe8 of water rlghte need-to be underetood' Slnllarly'
the relationshipg between t-hte *ot"= rlghte ln the natural florrs of
those EtreamE tributary Co Utalr f,a*e and the satar that le
preeently being idported lnto that lrsein frou nuE{rrouc forej'gn
Lo*t""= ireeas to be underst'ood'

The effort to galn ttrat undergtandlng ls-conctructlve' !f,hc

approach takenl honever, doeE not neceelaflfy accomplleh tlrat
stated obiectlvL. rt uouta aid us rr oni*-r-"ii"Ji"g wtrat-your goale
are by way of^i!iuf-"i,i""s lo *" the factual baeiC for esme of the
conclugions sontlineC ln the su*sary-naterlale Lhat havs been nadc

available. We sould appreciate the opportunlty of revlevl'n9 the
modering and other hydrogtipnr* tt-"9i"!-that have been-prep"-=-t9 ?:
we can oorpoJ*--Cn"tii witlh 'our information and Eee lf re arc 1'r

agreement glth your- numberg. Itl that regard, 1I9 regueat EofiG

additional tine io furthei revlevt the mateiLal and to auppleuant
this resPonee-

In addition, W€ rrave Eom€ speciflc contrernt that ge t'ant to
cal,l to your attenti.on. First, ** are of the lmpreeelon that the
North Jordan Irrigation Coifi;i's-rfgrrte have bebn eatLefled frou
return ftowE and the natoraf-ictrettoirE to the Jordan Rlver and are
not aependant upon the watere of Utah Lake'

we could better understarrd the tahle on ltage 5 lf $e eould
review a sarnple of the a"ii-Ji uoOetlng lttfottatton uged to arrlve
at these f i;";;. -'ir" -a" not n*..eaa'rily queetron then' but s€

woul6 like t1J-.r-"rir' [n"r to our own satl'Efactlon.
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The propoEal Lndlcatee that watera lnported l_rttgfnla dralnage
muet be accounted for by the rl"wGr creudlrrrloha Ln tho dralnage of

"ilifii. 
rni" is flne, Lut the proposal doca'not lndlcate strcther

the State nngineer then propoEe; a: Jggufate thc usa of thlr water
for the benefit of ttrose-noiaing right! ln ths Utah l,6lcc dralnagia'

Thelnportedwaterisextreuelyluportdnt-loboththcErovo
River ProJect andt to the central utah ProJect'. t'he.wator ugcrg of
Utah IJake na.r*-rro i"g"i right to call -on €h1" luported vater shLch

is noC natur.ify trllutaty- to the Utah lJatce drainage. slnllarlyl
the Stat€ Ungineer cannot ptotlO* the Utah trntce witer uderg thla
imporced watei through adminlet'ratlve regrulall9ltr -1'trtt 

thc lcgal
right to call on thl; watei doeg not exLit ln thc flret Lneba11cG'

The propoEal "no|fa 
attlrnitivefy Etat€ Cft.t ttrc State EngLneer ie

not purporting to regulate lnp-orted vater undGr the utah Lake

alstiirution proPoeal.

We have concerng absut the auggcatlon that a 5roo0 acro-foot
pool of uater Ehould Ue.provla"A-ftt JordanFlle Relcrvolr' lfhe

applications to approprlJi" i"a exchange fater {or ilordanelle
Reservol' *"rJipp-;;;;e uttnout any E.qh rsferanec bcLng dade.

It is unclear wh6re ttre 5,ooo acre-tco! nool rould coEG f,reu'
ItaPpear6aE!'twaterrron*,.'t,apoo}wqulcbeproJectwqtarfor
vhlch the Central Utah Distrlcc w6ultf b" ohtlgateil to rcpay the
f.der'I government, The "A.ittfttratlve 

allOcatlqn of auctr vatcr
for the uenefit of other dlownetrean uEErE could aeriouely affcct
the proJect. r-toi"t eupply and red.rrce the quantlty of uater thc
District lrae availabte to ieft to lte cuetondrl tshereby negat1vcly
affecting the Dietrict'* "oottonic 

alrlllty to repay tbe soete of thc
project.

The Dietri.ct nuet have addl'tLonal tluts to tnveatl'gate tttc
af fect of the 5roog "ot*-ioot 

ie.gufatlon pool -on tqc- proJcct- water
eupply, The reeervoir iE 

- nef-ng bullf nlth publ1c f*nde for
specific public purposes;. therefore, we iequtlre furttrer dlecueeion

"itrt 
yoor'office soncerning thle uatter'

t{e are very concerned. about the proiryeed rcqulreucnt of
aimultaneouei exchangee of water. Thle t1V rfut -bc practleal for a

projecr ae vaEt and cotqlex as the CU;l etip-fy dle Lo ttre phyaical
Iimitatlone of the racLlltiee ttrat ere Cfready ln place' For

example, under the Deer Creek-Etrawberry nxctfalqcr thc syar tunnel
le full during the irri.gatlon season for'ttre dellvery of I'rr1gatLon
water to stritberry wader ur"r" Assoclatlon and future CtlP uacrf'
No capacity.le available to bring water over for exctrange Purpes*E
during the irrJ.gation E6aEion. .erny attempt t?_d: Eo vould dLarupt
exieting .ontratts betgeen the Strawneiry Ylater. Ueers and lta
shareholders and, woula cfelrfy impafr tnelr-contractual rlghte and
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lnterfere with thelr abttlty to uge thelr watcr. thll would algo
nake cUP proJect dellveries lmposeLlrle.

Exchange water le released frou $trawberry Regervolr for
detlvery to Utah Lake clurlng the non-lrrlgatlon seaaon and ltorad
f or ta€er releaee as required downctrcaD. llttlo exctrange 1e
lmpOftant and tt doee not aPPear to uo that lt ctan be dona on a
gimultaneou€t basis,

$inilarfy, releaeee of water for ulnlutau rtrcan f lout
nalntenance witl ltlcely be done cln an cxchango bagir. Thc cxchanEc
eannot b€ accompl.lehed on a slmultan€out ba{la slnor tlrc dananda
betng met wittr the exctrange water freguantly ocqur at dlffcrcnt
tlmei of the year. A slmu1.i,aneclus releaee and exctrangia rrry bcncflt
no one but the account ledger'

The current plans of the Central Utah ProJect provl,do_ that
lncreaeed streanfiow releasea would be mad€ paet the atrasbcrry
Aguecluct for f iFtlery purposes, and thab a llke rmcrunt of vatcr (not
oi an lnetantaneouJ naelsl rrquld be replaced to the .proJec! fron
the Dlstrlct purchaged water ln Utah Lake. Ts paLntaln and :fnaura
an adequate iluality of water in Utah LakTr the proJect wguld
providdfor cohtrotiing saline sprlnge ln utafi r[lcr. To adequately
iaintaln these exchandes trn an -lnetlntaneou* or ari ar-uacd balla
woulcl not be Ln the bert lntereEt of the gtstG of lttatr. If the
releases from strawberry ReEervolr to utah tJakc wGre fiade on tn E|'-
used baEIE, the proJect woul€l release large auountr of water to
Utah Lalce wlren Utih f,afe ls nign lrr content and low In guallty, ani
then releage tog anounts of waier from Straub€rry ReaenroLr to Utah
Lake when the lalce level ls low andt the gual.lty it vr=ry hlgh - thr:
exact opposlte of what Fhoulcl be accomplLshed for the bsrt lntereat
of Llre State of Utah.

It appears that L25,ooo acr€-feet of prluary rtoraEG .caP{r.l!y
to be estlUfished ancl uairrtatned ln Utah Intce to protect tbe
prinary righte could be reduc€Cl by the 14.+t rapr€scrntcd by the
irgnte-nerd ny the central Utah Water conserVe{rcy.ol.etrl'ct. tfc do
no€ need to alcount for this water twlce, an{ lt lg thr Dletrictrs
lntent to uae this rdater for exctrange and r€placenent I'urPoi{t;r

we feel that your propoeed regutatl"onc sould provlde sole
flexibillty ao that the call for replacenqnt of oycten. etorage
could be made HLth inported r.rater rather than water gtorcd In
Jordanelle. We can eee no reason why replaceuent atorage sould not
be made by re1eaaeE fron Strawberry Reaervolr, for eXanple, rathcr
than etrictly from uF-stream Provo Rlver Storage.

we request the opportunlty to eupplementl tlresr comanta trlthln
6o days as Le gather iurther liiforuaglon and have an opportunlty to
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studY Ehe naterlal and water
in c6nPiling thie eummarY of

We aPPreciate Your work
will lnPrbve the manageuent

eupply flgrurer rtlled on by your ctaff
tirl irop6naa regrulatlorrr

in developlng a dletrlbutlon plan ttrat
of thle eYetea.

glnocrely

ctrrlrtlansen
HanaEtr

DAC/HJP:dv

cc: itonathan .fonea r usBR
DaIe Gardinerr sl,cwcD
.Ioe Novak, Provo nlver Water
Merril Bingham, Provo CitY

UEere Aggoc.


