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The State of mgnming;

STATE ENGINEER’S OFFICE
Choyene

August 1, 1942

¥r, Emil C. Gradert
Superintendent
Water Division Wo. 4
Robertson, Wyoming

Dear ¥r., Gradert:

This is in reply te your letter of July 23,1942 in which
you report on a meeting with Burntfork water users in Utah.

The situation here is the same as we are confronted with
on the south with Colorado end on the west with Idaho and Utah and if
not solved by the Compasoct Commission will eventually be placed before
the court as wes the Lar.mie River case which cost many thousends eof
dollars end after 30 years was so messed up as to be unsatisfactory to
both states.

On Teton Creek which heads in Wyoming end flows into Idaho
our people took the same stand as these Uteh people are taking until
& suit had been some six years in court when they were mede to realise
that an agreement could be mede and the matter settled and as you know
gave up half the weter during the low water period and settl ed the
matter permanently by having the agreement entered ss a stipulation
in a decree of the court, The sams result could have been accomplished

. by & compact at one temth the cost,

<, On sny regulation where the adjoining states are involved
‘rour law opdrates with the same result ss the Utah lew as our users are
dnﬁiﬂ,d to use all the surplus in the stream over and above a cubic
" foot for esch seventy acres so long as they epply it benmeficislly, It
kgl w pvhr what the law of an adjoining state provides prior te
;ﬂm logthuat and whether this be by the court or by compact the
final decree or sgreement as the case may be should correct sll inequal-

- ities. end irregularities by providing for an equitable division of the

available water supply.

I mm sending the extra copy of your report to Mr. Watson
together with a copy of this letter in order that he mgy be appraised
of our reaction to the attitude of the Utah users on Burntfork, It
will only be by meeting the issue fairly and squarely that we can hnp-
to eventually find the answer to the problem.

'LCB State Bngin“r
¢c ¥r. Wetson




