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On Sunclay, Ju"ne 23, I lefb Salt Lake at 7 A. M. and drove to Lone fbee,
l,fyoning, where I attempted. to contact ll{r. Owen BuLlock who, some years ago,
acted. ag conmrlgstoner of the Eenryts Fork and 1ts trlbutarles. I founh that Ur.
Butlbck had been lnJirrect by a horse ancl bad been moved to SaLt Lake for ned.lcal
attention. " ' 

.

I procebtled on to the Ernt tr'oig scnool'bouse where I attended the
water usersr meeting at 2 P. ld. Tbere i,nere, 1n attentlance, approxlnateLy 35
men almbst all fron the Burnt Fork Sectlon. A l1'st of the tTtah cliverters ls
attachect hereto, togetber wlth the rnlnutes of tbe water'usbrsr neetiig. There
ras llttle or no r'biresentatl6a fron'Beaver Creek and the Upper ttenqfis F6rk.
When the i2urpose of the meetLng had been e4r16,1netl, that of-organizing the
Uta-b users wltb a comrittbe to represent then ln petltloning for a water con-
mlssioner, it becane evldent from the dlscusslon that the Utab dlverters fron
Burnt Fork, as a naJorlty, were oppoged to the 6nployaent of a water coroais-
gfongr, Olfy.olg''Sactioni or:6.pproprla$er was in favor of tbe oomlsslo!.et,
the Hoop Lake Reservolr Com1ruy.

fhe Utah users on.Burnt:Fork reporteci that the streanr hatl reeecletl to
a polnt where all of tb.e d.irect flow belonged to then; that the Interstate
Irrlgatlon Conpany wag'reLeaslng water'from.Beaver Meadors and tbat an r:nd.er-
stand.lng baei been'reached between thls compaay and the three or four dltches
tbat lrrtgate land ln Uta.h, so.that no need was evl{lent ln that sectlon for a"
.comlsgioner. A mnll gfoup from Llmootl, Utah, favored the appointoeat of
the cmnlssloner; however, these people bave tbelr d.lverslon ln ltfyonlng, and
therefore, tl"y uu$t ddpend on servlie fmn'Wyonlng rtlstrlbutlon.

Before the neetfng was concluded, honever, two eomlttees were named
ln order that if necesslty arose, tbese'co:ror1ttees nlgbt act for the people ln
elther the appolntment of ccrmrlss{oner or-settllng dleputes that nfght arlse
ln the tUstrlbutlon of water. One eodmlttee is conposecl of men J.lvlng ln UtaE--
one from tbe Beaver Creek sectlon, another from tbe Burnt Fork sectton, and the
thlrci 'from tbe lower Henryr s Fork in the Llnwood sectlon. lllhe lffontng comittee
1s composect dntlrely of Vfyonlng users and wag appolnted by the Wyoning men pre-
sent. r -

At the concl-uslon of thlg meetlng ( I P. M. ) I went wlth }{r. l[11].1am
McGinnls of McKlrnon, Iilyonlng, ud nade a fleld examlnatloa of conditlons on
Burnt Fork in Sectlon 16, T. 3 N. R. U 8., what is cornrnonly known as the
schooL sectlon, belonglng to Mr. D. C. Jensen. I found that lfr. Jensen ls
dlverblng alL of the waters of Burnt Fork entering or ralslng upon thls sectlon
ln 4 polnts of dlverslon; that the ?alter ls belng sBreacl over the ereek-bottom
laatls where no crops have been planted. I found tbat Bolclle Sprlngs, that for
years was dlverted in the Eoldie Spring dltch hatl been entirely cut back into
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branch. l[r. Jensen lnsistett that thls clan be rernovecl in order that botb
the Intllan Sprlngs waterg and, any high watexs nay flow in thetr natural
courses on dovra to hls polnts of diverslon. Mr. Jensen stated. that he
would. no! aglee to the und.erstandlng, unless thls da& were renroved. an(l
sone other means provlded for d.eLlvery of tbe Hoop Lake riyater to thg east
braach of the creek, a means that would not aecessltate a dlan that woutd
prevent bls approprlatlon fron that streem. The Hoop Lake Reservolr Corp
pany e{Bressed no wilLlngness to renove the dm and askeal that the dlstrl-
butlon be rnade wlth tb.e arrengemeltts as they nor exist; that I&r. Jensen
nake bis dlverslon from tbe east branch over tbrough hls fleld to the Jen-
sen Hlghllne dltch or the l'{lddup dltch as necesslty.would reqrg.lre.

I naiie lngulry of trfir. Jensirn as to b.ls rlght for approprlatlon of
water ln Section 16. He stated, thit a number of iearg ago-i" iU"a ApBIt-
-ca!fo} No. 8?L0; tbat be began dlverslon of water under infs appttcatt6n,
but tbat his llfe wae threateaed. by other us€rs, and that they-even went
eo far as to put hin ln the waler and.-nearly clroirnedl hfun, and.-thgt he be-
cane frlghtened ancl pemlttecl this appllcatlon to lapse; that he bacl re-
ceiyecl advlce from hls attorney that he could larnrlly na.ke the dlverslons
und'er the clrcumstnnces. He gave as a second. reason for doing so, that he
had. reguegteil. that the water belongtng to hln r:lder early.rigbts inouLa Ue
dellveretl to him througb the Jensen Hlebltne canal, and that he had atternptettto nake tbese dlverslong [lnss]f, but that the Wonlng water comalssloner
had ctrt bls ditch where lt crogsed th.e State Ilne, tbus turnlng the water
bacik lnto Burnt Fork creek.

I left the Hoop Lake peopLe, trfrr Jensen and I[r. Lloyd nndecidled. as
to what wolrltl be the outcm,e. I dld,, bowever, stete to tbe Hoop Lake peoBle
tb^at in ry oplnlon they hadl ao rigbt to obstrrrct tb.e natural fLorr of water
d.own the west branch of the creek, and tbat this obstnrction should be re-
moYed. they stated. that they wouJ.d prefer not bqlng requtred. to go to thls
work at thls ttme, because they had been pJ-acetl at a vetTr great expense iu
conpletlng the csnal , anct that they could not be sure that l,Ir. Jensea would
contlnue with aly agreement that he woul-cl n8ke. I lnfo:rnod. l[r. Mcelnals
tbat lf it became neceseqrJr to have Comiesloner servlee in order to get
the Hoop Lake.renter doum Burnt Fork to lts polnts of rediverslon, th.ai such
comlssloner (a resltlent of Utab) woultt be appolnteil upon requesi of his
compar{fr and wltb the urlerstandlng "tb.at the State nngineer wilf in no way
be responslble for the costs whlch of necessity nust be paldt by the compaqtrr.

I

Reeently a parby of water users went up tbe Brrrnt Fork on to trfu.
Jeaseatg land. the3e to remove obstructlons ln the channeL aacl to repalr
breakg ln tbelr dltches. The obstnretlons renoved, were tbe dams that tr{r.
Jensen haci placed. to dlvert water at hls d.ltches that now are wlthout
Appllcation. trfr. Jensen had. a uragant of arrest tssued for eight of the ma.for trespass and has been trylng to have thls wamant served.. Apparently
th.ese men wore wlthin thelr rlghts, at l-east when they urere repalrtng tbelr
d.itches.

Attaebed herdo ls a sketch showtng the features ln the Jensen-
Hoop Lake controversy.
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landg wlthout flret obtalnlng a rlgbt-of-ray fnom hln to so eonvey tbe mter. Ee
hatl bcen trylng to prevent thc eonve5ranee of the rater untll thlg rrght-of-waX
was obtaln€d.

li[r. tr[eGlnnts statcd that an attenpt hact beon nadc to ttlgtrlbute the ua-
ter and glve llr. Jensen nater as agreed tbrough hts Hlghllne dltcb, but that
Jensen hadl contlnued to dlvcrt aIL tbe water that he coulcl onto hls Utah landc ad
had preveated any nater reachlng hln throrrgh the Elghtlne dltch. Tbere has been
gun troublc and,threat of shootlng. Jensen says that he was shot at but lfr. Mc-
Glnnlg says shots wer6 flred to frlghtcn Jengenf s boy who ms trying to wreok hle
C8f. r

Thc Hoop lake Rescrvolr Conpany, Intcretate Irrlgatlon Company, and sone
prlvate approprlatore of Utab, lncllcated to nc that they mnt a hter Conmleeloner
nelt eeason, that they they;111 do nhat ls n€eessalf to have one appolnted.
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