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STIBJECT: Red Creek Inspection

on llay 23, Dave Behrens aud nyself vlsited the Red Creek area near Tabby

Mountain. The vtsit was Pronpted by an inquiry from wildlife Resources as to
the legitinacy of a tree cuttlng operation in the area. Dave nor rnyself were

:Il'rare of any tinber sales Ehat had been rnade on state lands anywhere near there.
since there !'tas a questlon on the legitimacy of this operation or whether or nog

lt was even on State 
-land 

we decided to go out aad see for ourselves.

After traveling up Red Creek for some time we crossed a cattre guard and

fence that was undoubtedJ-y the southerr boundary of the Tabby }lountain state land
block. Two miles further uPstream we crossed the section line dividing Sectioa 23

and Sectlon 26 of T 15, R 9Il, UBI'I. Ac that point ne came across the site of two

old coaL mines and rnuch actlvity by nen wlth bulldozers and earthflov€ESo A1l of
Section 23 and 26 axe state owned and the possibility of this operation being on

section 22, hal'f of which is privately or.med, was ruled out.

At this site we saw where 50-75 Blue and Engelmann spruce had been felled
and linrbed out. The trees varied in size from a few feet to 70 or g0 feet. The

trees had been located in the canyoa-bottom and along the banks of the stream.

Next we saw the mine on the west side of Red Creek and a very unsightly mess

all around it. For a radius of 200-300 feet from the nine entrance the hillside
(about 40 or 502 slope) had been scraped completely bare of vegetation. l,Iuch of
the hillside had been gouged out, and they rqere still worklng on it. Much of the

material rshich had been taken frorn the mounEain had been used for fill naterial to
provlde a crosslng on Red creek. rhey had used about a 36 inch culvert to handle

the creek flow and had then piled 8-10 feec of fill over it. rn addition to using

some of the rnaterlal as fill rnuch more sras pushed either into, or right next !o,
the streara.
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0n the east side of the creek they had done prlnarlly the sane thing to an

area sualler ln radius to the coal mine entrance.

Fron this polnt upstream for miles the bottora of the dralnage is flli-ed with

beaver ponds, grassy meadows, sn:rmps, md stands of spruce. The area undoubtedly

provides nnuch fishery and wlldlife habltat and is very pretty aesthetically.

About three niles downstream ls |ed Creek Reservoir which also is inportant

for fish and wiLdlife habitat as well as for recreation and water for downstream

users o

The soil ia this, area is rather erosive and the bared area with iEs exposed,

loose soil would be vulnerable to either a heavy stream flow or heavy rains.

At this poinc ln time Mark Crystal, Land Speciallst, Division of State Lands,

arrived. In talking with Mark I found chat he knew nothing of this operation. ile

asked Behrens aad rnyself to obtain an estimate of the voltnne of tinber that, had been

cut and that he was golng Co halt all operations until a neet,ing could be heJ-d by

all concerned to formulate a plan which shoul-d govern the mining operatlons and oLher

acLivlties in the immediate area.

Apparently through the land exchanges that resuLted in state ownership in the

surface rights to Tabby }lountain, the Indians, through the BIA or Tribal Council

own the nlneral rights to the Br€:tr I can only assume that the rnlning company

had obtained a lease fron the Indians to exlract coal and that Mark had not been

aware of either the transaction or how it was to be conducted. I do not know whether

the Division of trlater Resources was contacted in regard to the interference wlth

the stream channel. I do know Wildlife Resources was no! consulted about the lurpact

on flshery habitat.
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