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ii,I THE DiSTRICT COURT OF THE FOURTIJ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN AND FOR DUCHESIJE COUI'ITY, SIATE OF UTAH

I N THE MATTER OF THE GENERAL DETER-)
MINATION OF ALL THE RIGHTS TO THE )
USE OF WATER, BOTH SURFACE AND UN- )
DERGROUND, WITHIN THE DRAINAGE AREA)
OF THE UINTA BASIN IN UTAH, )

MOTION OF STATE ENGINEER
FOR ORDER OF DISTRIBUTION

Civil No. 3070

During the past few irrigation seasons, water from the

Duchesne River System has been distributed pursuant to Order

from this Court. Past distributj-on programs have been without

prejudice to the claims of the parties in any subsequent pro-

ceedings in this action, and have been considered to be interim

distribution practices while the State Engineer and the parties

gathered additional data concerning the duty of water. From a

review and evaluation of the existing snow surveys and climato-

logical data presently available to the Utah State Engineer, it

appears that the water supply available frorn the Duchesne River

System during the 198I irrigation season is going to be consider-

ably below normal. Consequently, it seems that it will be nec-

essary to place the Duchesne River System on regulati-on much

earlier this year than during a normal water year.

AIso, the State Engineer's Office has recently spent a sub-

stantial amount of time reviewing and evaluating the claims of

the Ute Indian Tribe from the Duchesne River System and certain

other sources in this area. The data and information derived

from this study has been made avail-ab1e to the users on the Sys-

tem, and formed the basis for a proposed Compact with the Ute

Indian Tribe which quantifies the Tribers water rights from the

Duchesne River System. This Compact was enacted by the 1980

Utah Legislature, and is presently awaiting official considera-



Lion by the members of the Ute Indian Tribe. The State Engineer

has also now substantially completed his studies relating to re-
turn flow, canal losses and proposed, duty of water for the Duch-

esne River System

Further, there has recentJ-y been filed herein by the Tabby

Irrigation Compa.nyr et al., a "Petition for Determination of Dis-

putes" involving a number of comprehensive issues relating to the

statutory adjudication of water rights in the Uinta Basin and

also raising certain issues concerning the distribution of water

from the Duchesne River

Based on existing water supply conditions and the results of

the above-mentioned studies, the State Engineer has prepared. a

proposed Schedule of Distribution (which is attached hereto as

Exhibit A). The State Engineer believes that water should be

distri-buted to all irrigation users in accordance with that Sched-

ule.

Therefore, the State Engineer respectfully moves this Court

for an Order adopting the attached Distribution Schedule to gov-

ern the distribuLion of water on the Duchesne. River System pending

a Hearing on any objections which may be subsequently filed in

opposition to said Schedule and a Hearing on the "Petition for

Determination of Disputes" filed by Tabby lrrigation Company, €t

al., herein; and-pending any such Hearing-directing the Duch-

esne River Commissioner to distribute the waters of said System

according to the attached Schedule as proposed. by the State Engi-

neer.

DATED this 30th day o April , r981.

/-iAssistant Attorney Gepeyal
ATTORNEYS FOR UTAH STK/N NATTORNEYS FOR UTAH STbfE. ENGINEER
301 Empire Building
23L East Fourth South
Salt Lake City, UT 84111
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EXIIIBI.f A
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