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EAST FCRK of the VIRGIN RIVER ’
Minutes of the Annual Meeting
~Wednesday-February 10, 1960-

SUMMARY

A meeting of the Water USers of the East Fork of the Virgin River Distribu-
tion 8ystem and the State Engineer was held at 3 p.m. in the L.D.S, Church at
Mount Carmel, Utah, Notice was sent to all of the known water users, and a cogy
of that notice is attached to these minutes, along with a list of those attend-
ing the meeting.

In summary, a Budget of $425.00 was adopted forfthe 1960 Distribution Seasq

and Mr, Birt Gardner of Mount Carmel was recommended for River Commissioner on
the East Fork of the Virgin River, and he was approved by the State Engineer,

INTRO DUC TION
Mr. Wayne D, Criddle, State Engineer, explained to the group that he and

his staff were @there at the request of the East Fork Water Users for help in

di stributi ng the waters ofthat portion of the Virgin River., The users had asked
for the appointment of a water commissioner by the State Engineer and to have
the water distributikd according to the rights and decrees affecting the East
Fork of the Virgin River.

It was explained that if the East Fork of thé‘{irgin River is placed under
distri bution by the State Engineer that it must be operated in line with the
law and regulations governing other distribution systems so operated through-
out the state.

He exolained that the water users could recommend a commissioner for the
State Engineer's approval, and that any commissioner would have to be under bord
and under direct supervision of the State Engineer.

It was further explained that under the law the cost of distributi on must
be assessed to the water users, and that once di stribution had been exstablished,
all water users that could affect other rights must come under the Distribu-

tion System,” This may st affect many users of water on streams tributary to

the East Fork ofthe Virgin Riwver,
The Water 4 Users expressed urgent need far distribution control by a river

commissioner, and for supervision by the State Engineer.

Mr. Criddle then asked thie water users if they still wanted a di stribution
system and a commjssioner under the conditions as explained. All o?\lzhe water
users present agreed that one was needed.

"Now, how much will it cost?" and "Do we have a local man available for the
river commissioner's job?", Mr. Criddle asked the group.

WATER COMMISSIONER

Mr. Birt Gardner of Mount Carmel was unanimously recommended forthe position
by the water users. Mr. Criddle said that he was happy to accept the recommendation
and that his office would war k with Mr. Gardner to distribute the waters of tle
East Fork of the Virgin River, He indicated that Mr. Clifton Johnson, di strict smgi
engineer in the Cedar City office, would be the man most readily abailable to help
Mr. Gardner with distribution problems during 1960.

COST OF ORPERATION he

When asked how much MrxxGardwer received for his wark on the river in 1959,
Mr. Gardner explained ttat he worked 56 hours at $1.50/hour and traveled 383 miles
at 10 cents/mile for a total of $122,30.

Mr. Criddle said, "Gentlemen, this 56 hours is obviously not enough to run the




river'.*\ More work will be required in 1960 than in the past, records must be
kept and an annual report made to record the water d elievered to each right,
there will be some added work and travel involved in getting the new system
started and proper stream gaging and water measuring devices installed."

The group discussed the spring and other tributaries to the system and the
water users who should be assessed under the new system, Mr. Gardner was asked
to furnish a list of right's and the %mas and addresse®of the users that he felt
should came under the system. It was pointed out that during the L-month irrigation
season that supervision would require about 18 to 20 visits to the entire system to
insure adaquate control and to get suitable records of distribution and river
measurements,

1960 BUDGET
After much itemi =d discussion, the 1960 budget and a breakdown for the

various items was adopted as follows:

Commission rs Salary $300.00
Social Security Matching 9.00
Travel 750 miles at $0.10/mile 75.00
Bonds and Insurance 15,00
Bnnual Report 15.00
Miscellaneeus 11,00

Total $425,00

ASSESSMENT

The group decided the t their assessment should be on a ground acreage basis,
and that each waterusersf would B pay on his percentage of the total acreafe to
come urder thedi stribution system,

AUTHORIZATION TO ASSESS

A motion was made to adopt a budget of $425.00 for 1960 and timt the State
Engin er be authorized to collect the assessmert on an acreage basis,
The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Gardner sgge agreed to furnish a list of the water users, their rights
and acreage, along with the total number of gmm acres under the system, to the State
Engineer's Office os tlat an assessment could be properly made from that office.

DELINQUENT S

Mr, Criddle talked to the group about delinquent assessments, and explained
that he had approached the other river sys stemsof the state with this problem, The
work involved in collecting delinquent accounts is considerable and there is a
need for establishing a penalty formula to be used throughout the state, He
explained that an assessmant would become delinquent after June 1 or 60 days after
the mailing of the assessment notices from the State Engineer's Office; whichever
is later, and tlet the due date would be clearly indicated on them. He propsed
a penalty of 10 percent, with a minimum of ¥l $1.00, on a state-wide basis. The
imposed fines would become part ofthe funds of the river system in which they were
colledted, The penalty would be levied, not to make money, but to insure SR prompt
payment of assessments and to make the financihg of water distribution more efficient.
A motion was made and unanimously approved that the East Fork of the Virgin River
water users go on record as supporting the<+® State Engineer's delinquency policy.

MEASURING DEVICES
Tre problem of measuring devices was discussed, and it was g agreed that Mr.
Gardner should furnish the State Engineer with a list of heasuring devigces and
headgates needed on the river sgystem, The water users will be notified by the State
Engineer of the requiree structures and if action is not taken within the allaved
time, tte State Engineer's Offce will follow up with positive action to see tlmt




measuring devices are installed by the water user before water delivery. Parshall
flumes are generally recommended for this type of delivery system,

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

Several copies of-#k Articles of Associstion of the Prowo River Distribution
system were given to the water users by Mr, Criddle, ard he approached them himms
with the qE problem of adopting a formal organization that wouldmore clearly

represent the interests in the river, The articles were meely for a guide to
drafting thdr own governing organization, if they so desiffe. Mr. Criddle pointed
out that his office would be glad tosmgmmiassist the water users in establishing
their water goverrnment, and that he believed such an organization would be highly
desirable for them,

WATER USERS ORGANIZATION

In an effort to formulate some supervisory organizetion, the group was sse
asked to select a chairman to serve for the coming yar. Mr. Charles C. Anderson
of Glendale, Utah was nominated as temporary chairman, and approved unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was ad journed.
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Attending the meeting were:

Name Representing
Charles C. Anderson Glendale, Ytah
Mark Chamber lain Orderville, Utah
Sharon C, Lamb Mt, Carmel Irrigation Company
Birt Gardner Mt, Carmel Irrigation Company
Normal H, Carroll Orderville, Ytah
Wayne D, Criddle State Engireer
Donald C, Norseth Distribution Engineer
T. Vinton Smi th Assistnat Business Manager
Frank Reese Busjness Manager

Clarence E, Erid son, Jr. Di stribution Engireer
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Salt Lske City, Utah February 1, 1960.
TO THE WATER USERS OFTHE LONG VALLEY RIVER SYSTEM:

Notice is hereby given that in compliance with Title 73,

L‘hapt,cszr 5, Utah Code Annotated, 1953, a meeting of

the water users of the Long Valley River System will

be held Wednesday, February 10, 1960 in the Church, 3:00 p.m.
Mt, Carmel, Utah, for the purpose of: (1) Making recommendations
to the State Engineer as s to tle appointment of a Water
Commissioner forthe 1960 season, and as to his duties; (2)
Preparing a budget of salaries amd other necessary e xpeneses

of distribution; and (3) transacting such other business as may
properly come before the meetirg .

Wayne D, Criddle
STATE ENGIN R




