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MEMORAIIDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Hubert C. Lambert, State Engineer

Gerald. W. Stoker, Area Engineer

Alvey Wash, Escalante Ri-ver

On March L7, L97L, Gerald-W. Stoker and.Wm. Jce Melling met with the
follcwing water users cn Alvey Wash to d-iscuss the lccaticn and type cf
measuring d.evice tc be installed- at or near the pcints of d-iversicn on
Alvey Wash.

Lec Wilson has three d.itches and. wil-l need- a 9" or 12" Parshall Flume
nn hic ri'na'.ritch to be located_ abOve the stOraqe reservOir. He Wilf4VVvr UVI C _

require "-tot"t:-ring meter on his sprinkler system. The water is run through
an earthen d,itch into a sump where it is picked. up by the pumping system.
Whenever the power i-s shut off the water will back up and. is d-iverted- across
the wash into his lower d.itch where lt is used- for fl-ood- irrigation. We
shoul-d- ccnsid-er the need- for a measuring d-evice cn his lorarer ditch but Mr.
Wi-l-son claims that it will only be used- whenever the sprinkler system is
shut d.own.

Thurman Spencer is consid.ering the possibility of putting in a
pumping station where he will l-ift the water from a sump in a slough area
ad.jacent to the wash and. pump into the irrigation system. If he gces this
way he wiII need. to equip his system with a totali-zi-ng meter. We ad-vised.
him that he shoul-d. d.esign this type of measuring d-evice i-nto his plans to
pump the water. This matter has been d-i-scussed- with Leo Wilson and. his
counsel, Allen Tibbals, and. apparently they wou-l-d. agree to this situation,
und.er this temporary ccurt ord-er, if it separates the Witson and- Spencer
d.iversions.

f, . C. Spencer (tttct<ay Bailey) was ad-vised. that a )" or 12" Parshall
Flume woul-d- have to be instafled- between the d-iversion dam and. the storage
nnnA LTa 'l nno+ad. a site where the flume could- be set and. where anw srrrnlusuvulu uv D9 u @rlq wrrstg qrfJ Dury!4D

of water could. be turned- back into the wash above the next users d.iversion
point. Mr. Bailey assured- me that he would. pursue the purchase and- instatl-
atj-on of the flume and- that a d-itch will be cut to convey the water back
into the natural channel.

Paul- Steea (Zefma Wil-son's rlghts) tras install-ed a l2'r Parshall Flume
just above his storage pond.. The flume is l-ocated approximately 22OO feet
bel-ow the point of d-iversion from Alvey Wash. In ord-er tc reach the point
of d.iversion it i s neeessa.rw to cross serrernl 'ni eees of feneed nrnnertrrr-.^^ , *Y
(d-ifferent owners). The d.itch is composed- of a clay material situated-
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above a thln gravel strata. The seepage that lvlr. Ronnow was concerned.
about comes through this gravel- l-ens and. was evid.ent on the d.ay of ourinspection. The d.itch was dry and there had. been no water in the d.itch,
except storn and. snow mel-t sinee l-ast fall. The water turned. into Mr.
Steed-'s system cou1d. be easily regulated. at the present fl-rme site. The
fl-urne was out of atljustment and. Mr. Steed. was instrueted. to correct thissituation.

Vay Barney was not notified. of the meeting and. we were not abl-e to
meet with him. I woul-d suggest that an ord.er be sent to hiro from our officeor from the court informing him of the action and the need- for a measurins
d.evice and- control gate

We were able to interview one of the applicants for the commissionersjob, Bill Hathaway, who resid-es in Escalante, Utah. I believe that he hasthe qualifications for the job and- would. be fai-r in his administratlon of the
water rights. Mr. Wingfield, the other potential commissj.oner, lives in
Bou-l-d-er and. is serving as watermaster for the Bouad.er Irrigation Company.
We were unabl-e to meet with him but we will continue our aitempts to contact
him and. eval-uate the situation.

There is water avail-abl-e in Alvey Wash at the present time and. we
shoul-d. make every effort to set up this system and. allow the users theright to irrigate with this water. f assume that the water users are
awaiting official- notice from the court with regard.s to the purchase and.instal-lation of the measuring d.evices and. the d.istribution oi ttre water.
As I have stated., some of them ind.icated. to me that they have ord.ered. a
Parshall Flume and. are awaiting d.elivery of said. flume.

Pl-ease keep me ad.vised. of any action necessary from this office.

cc: Donal-d C. Norseth


