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Minutes of Annual Mesting
BRUSH CREEX IISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

Friday - February 26, 1960

Sumary

The ANNUAL MEETING of the WATER USERS of the BRUSH CREEX DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM with the STATE ENGINEIR was held at 10:30 a.m. in the County Courthouse
at Vernal, Utah. Notice was sent to all users and a copy of that notice is
attacbed to these minutes.

A BUDGET of $1,150,00 was adopted for the 1960 distribution season, My, David
Rasmussen of Vernal, Utah was recommended for River Cosmiseioner on Brush Creek,
and he was approved by the State Engineer.

INTRODUCTION

Mr. Wayne D, Criddle, State Engineer of Utah, called to order the meeting of
the Brush Creek Water Users and explained the purpose of the meeting. He stated
that there were still some problems to be worked out with the adjudication of Brush
Creek and that a priority schedule was being prepared to meet the rights of the users
and the beneficiz) use of the water supplies.

COMMISSIONER!S REPORT

Mr. Donald C. Norseth, Distribution Engineer, who was the court a pointed
commissioner on Brush Creek for 1959, was then asked to give his Commissioner's
Report for the 1959 distribution season and to explain what might be expected of
the new commissioner and the outlook for the overall distribution program for 1960,

Hr. Norseth declared that there was a need for enlargemant on the system to
cover all rights, all priorities, and water users. Le sxpressed the value of
keeping records and the need for reliable measuring devices. He discussed the
general distribution problem of Brush Creek and the need for a true picture of
the entire system. In commenting on the qualifications for the new commlssioner,

Mr. Norseth stated that the new commissioner must recognisze and understand the need



for an overall distribution program, and must be able to follow the priority
schedule in distributing water to fulfill rights and priorities. The group was
told that a commissioner is needed who will be abls to check the diversioms dally,
and check the reservoirs once & week, He discussed the water supply for 1959 in
relation to demands for water, and the outlook for the 1960 season. Mr. Norseth
expidined that copies of the Commissioner's Report for the Brush Creek Distribution
Systex for 1959 woudd soon be available to the water users.

FINANCIAL RFPCRT

The 1959 Financial Report for the Brush Creek listridbution Enginesr System was
given by Mr. Frank Reese, Chief Accountant, State Engineer's Uffice. 4 detailed
accountssf receipts and dispursements was giver to show how the 1959 Dudget of
$650.,00 was accomted for.

Mr. Glen Murrsy moved that the finaneisl report for Brush Creek for 1959
be approved and accepted. The motion waz seconded by Deliarr Dudley., Motian
carried,

Mr, Archie Allen, president of Ashlsy Valley Reserwvoir Company, voted "No",
and expiained that he would need a copy of the 1959 yeport for his company before
it could be offically accepted.

ARTICLES OF AB80OCIATICN

¥r. Criddls reported to the group that many of the river systemg are adopting

formal organisational govermments, and that such an sssociation was desirable

both f.r the water users, and in tiie interests of the entire river system to be
more properly represented at any and all water moetings.

He showed them a general map of the Brush Creek and Fot Creek Distribhtion
Systems, and explained that the rap was to show the relstionship of the single
diversion or the position of a water user groap to the entire distributios system,
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snd to belp the Brush Creek Water Users to more fully understand the problems of
their systam.

Hre. Criddle explained that in anticipation of their need for a formal
organisation a usggested “Articles ot Association” had beea prepared by his
office for the Brush Creek Distribution System, and thet the representation om the
Board of Directors wes by area interest in the system and it would serwe all rights
and water users on Brush Creek,

Vhen ¥r, Criddle was asked if he would like & motion to be made to adopt
the "Articles of Associstion®™ now, be said, "No, I thimk that you should look
into this matter of organising a little further and be sure that your assocciation
properly represents your interests.”

TRAPORARY CHATRMAN

Mr. Criddle atated that he thought it would be best if the water users would
elect a temporary chairman for 1560 to conduct the further business of the meeting
in determing the recommendation of & water commissioner, adopting & budget, and
determing how the 1560 sssessment is to be made.

¥r. DeMarr Dudley of Jensem, Utah was nominated by Hr, Jos Kaslem for the
office of chairman, }r, Ray Nash moved that ir. Dudlsy aet as temporary chairman
for the Brush Cresk Distribution System for 1960, Motiom carried,

RIVER COMAISSIONER

My. Dudley sccepted the office of temporary chairm an and explained that
since there existed a conflict of intebests on Erush Cresk there was & need fox
adninistrators and offiecers to earry out the functioms of the system,

In comnenting on the qualificationa necessary for river cosmissioner om
Brush Creek, Mr. Djdley said, "We need a man who is strong enough to détesmine
what is right and firm enough to carry cut the decisions of the Court and the
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State Engineerj to distribute the water fairly; to be strong under pressures {ram
groups. He must Le capable of making water messurements, keeping good and accurste
records, and msking intelligent reports that will be of great valne to all of the
water users on ZSrush Creek."” Everyone felt that the new commissioner must bo a
disinterested party.

¥y, Dudley suggested to the group that they wight be able to get a commisaloner
who could handle the Brush Cresk and the Pot Creek Distridution Systems Jointly,
and that this would make & good summer job and pay well encugh to get a well
qualified man for water commissioner.

¥r, Nash asked if the commissioner would have to file & report showing all
iights and flows, and the water delivered during the year. MNr. Criddle stated that
this was cne of the most importaent things that is done by & good riwer cammissioner.
And he further explained to the group the need for a good record of thelr system,

Three applications for the office of Brush Creek Water Comsssioner were
presented to the group and they voted as individual water users. The applicants
m(&m G. Rex, Uintah High School Frineipal, (2) Reed Rich, farmer, and (3)
David Ressussen, Ashley Valley High Sehool teacher, A motion was made by Glemn
Hurray that the voting be by individual water user, and seconded by Hotert Shinasr.
Motion carried.

David Rasmussed of Vermal, Utsh was recommended for appointment of Water
Comnissioner on Srush Creek. Mr. Criddle said that he was happy to accept the
recommendstion and that his office would work with the new ccomissicner to
distribute the waters of brush Creek for 1560,

1960 BIDGET
Chairman Dudley then brought the 1960 budget befers the water users. It
was explained that nmore than the $650,00 budget spent cduring 1959 would be neede
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od for the 1960 distribution seascn, but the added supervision of the aystem
wonld envolve more work., Nr. Criddle ssid that by Court Order & budget was set
up in 1959 and it geve the State Fagineer the authority to pey in any way so long
as the budget was rot exceeded. It wes further explained by the State Engincer
that there would be more assessments in 1960 since all rights un Bfush Creek
mast come under the system,

Mp, Reese stated that the majority of the systems throughout the state handle
thelir assessments on & rumning Seyear average acre feet delivery basis, so ihat
lsrge fluxuations in aseessment costs are eliminated and sssessnents remain nearly
the sae from yoar to year. MHr. Criddle suggested that since the Zrush (reek
Distribution System wae too new to tave & fiveeyesr average figure that the basis
for assessment that the sssessment be made on the bagis of decreed right for 1960 and
that they work toward s running fiveeyear aversge.

¥r. Nash nade a motion made a motion to set up a Brush Creek temporary
' committee of seven members as set forth in the proposed articlee of association
to handle the matter of the budget for 1960 and to look into the adoption of formal
Articles of Association, The motion was ssconded by (lenn Murray, and the motion
' carried,
| “pe Criddle sugzested that the group might want to take a few days to make
sure that the reppesentatives do represent the people. i
DFLIQU:NTS \

Hy, Criddle talked to the group about delinquent assessment, and uphimh

that he had approashed the other river systems of the state with this problu.\
The worked involved in collesting delinguent accounts is considerable, and
there is a need for establishing a penalty formula to be used thorughout the stale,

He explained that an sssessment would become delinguent after June 1 or 00 days
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after mailing of the assessment notices from the State Emgineer's Office, which
ever 1s later, and that the due date would be clearly indicated on them, ie
proposed a penalty of 10 per cent, with minimmm of $1.0C on a state-wide basis.
The imposed fines would beoome part of the funds of the river system in which
they were collected. The penalty would be levied, not to mske mevay, but to
insure pravpt payment of assessments and to make the financing of water dist-
tribution more efficient.

Mr. Criddle then asked for a motion for assessing on a right basis., The
notion was carridd.

A question was raised on the amount of supervision which the reservoir
companies needed, since t.hoy hired gatemen to :ske their releases f{ro: the
reservoirs, and perhaps would require only one visit esch week. Mr. Criddle stated
that there would be one rate far the reservoir cospanies and another for the water
users, but all users of Brush Crekk water nust be assessed.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman,
ADGPTED BUDOE? LQQ

The committee formed to bandle the budget later contacted the State Fngineer
and reported that the Drush Cresk Water Users had adopted a budget of $1,150,00
for the 1960 Distribution year. The breakdown on the budget was left up to the

State Inginser., The gencrzl assess ents were to be as follows:

anpreremal

(1) Brush Creek Water Users $1,000,00
(Court Order Xay 26, 1959)

(2) Ashlsy Vslley Reservoir Co. 100,00
(Caks Park Recervoir)

(3) 14%%1s Brush Creek Users 50400

(DPivided mcorwghu)

TOTAL ASSESSEKT $1,150.00
1960

2}
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The gemeral budget has been broken dows #n the following manners
Comissioner's SalaTY sesevesscssscnssrsacssccess $800,00
Sosial Seeurity Hadching secesscrensssnsssscesees 24400

/& Travel (Awbdmodie ab 8 cente/Mmile) ceveecesacecse 251,00
Bonds aud Insurance Fremiume seesss.sesasccrveese 25,00
Comminsion-I's Report ssccecevcosnsecssrcasssscse 35,00
Hincellsneous EXPODSES sesscccsss seeevcesncnrcane 15400

Total Sudget 1960 §1,150.,00

ATTENDING the meeting of the Hrush Creek Distritution System 19560 Annual Meeting

Arebie Allen
Dee Jonkins
Carl Cardiney
Ray E, Hash
Joe iHaslem
Vaughan Wilkins
L. Glson Murray
Thomas L, Adn:e
¥arvin Jackson
Robert Shiner
Boyd Hatch
Howazd Ainge
Martin A, Evans
A, D, Ml‘.‘g"
Wayne J. Criddle

W Ce loyseth
Frank Reese
Clarence k. Erutlon, Jr.

Addrens
Vernal
Vernal
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Representing
Pres, ishley Valley Ee¢a. Co,
Director * * by "
mmu ] ] L] L]
Attorney ~ ¥ W .

Brush Cresek
Pres. Burton Diteh
Srush Creek
Bruash Creek

[}
"
]
. 2
Pres, Burns Bench Canal
Btate !npineer
L] " Chief Accountant

» " Distribution kngr.
L] n "



