¥y, J, Py May,
Roosevelt, Utah

Deer lr, May:

I em in receipt of your letter of July 14, hamzbu
by Governor Blood, who asked that I reply thereto, This I dn
do, feeling however thet im most parts you are better advised
in the premises than I, Im general I note that you refer ntﬁ
considerable sceuracy to the dates whem the Indien Bureun ﬂ.&d
suit egainst the white water users for a determimatiom of the '
water rights om the Lakefork and Uinteh rivers, ete. m answers
herein given eome from informatiom contained im the ram ot this
office. ¢

It appears you are coneerned over a publie matter in '
which you say there is "danger shead", baeamofa-wtnorylh-
itation, that is -~ a 20-year practice which was set up zgthd’
court in deereeing water in the basin - that of appoint ,
water commissiomer to distridute the water of the two str Te- :
ferred to without proper jurisdictiom, and you feel thst if ih
prectice is mnot stopped soom, this 20-year practice voun up
tﬂ&od‘ntwhkhmlﬂmththbcutaside. A

I think we are all familiar, end I think the rmrdqﬁin :‘Q ‘
show, that fcllowing the entering of the deerees, Judge Johnson,
as provided in the deecree, appoimted a water commissioner to W“ i
tritute the water in accordance therewiths This practice’
tinued uwp to =nd including the irrigatiom seasom of 1930, '
them I am sure there hes beem no water coamissioner a
the federal court, nor by this office cuwpt es I will mnhar \x
indicates : . : 5 AU

white users end the U. S. Indian Bureau officials, as had been the
proecedure each spring sinee the signing of the decree, met in
federal court for the purpose of agaim asking for the appointment
of a Water Commissioner for the 1931 seeson. In this meeting the
judge of the federal court refused to take further  jurisdictiom'dy
the appointing of a Water Cormissioner, Therefore, the sted
parties attempted to get together and agree to the appoinmtment. of
a ecommissioner by the State Engineer as provided by the state | m.‘
It appears that they were unable to agree, and without the aid of

In the eerly spring of 1m. the nmmnm o thé\! ?
5|
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Page S

state had jurisdicationm im this matter but if ond when the engineer
takes jurisdiction there will im 21l probability be a lawsuit bee
tween the Indian Bureeu end the white, which the water users im the
basin are not able to stend at this time, because of financial con-
ditions, : A

* A8 far as I have beem able to learmn, it eppears that Mr.
Colton, working under this gentlemen's agreement, is getting along
extremely well with both the white and the Indian users, There is,
however, some complaint as you expleinm in your letier, to the effect
that the Indien Service is not at all times using their water to the
greatest beneficiel use, This may or may not be truej but, I wish
to say that even im owr best regulated systems we occasionally find
these complaints, 0 apparently they are not common only to Uintah
besin. The appointment of & camissioner by and with suthority fram
the State Engineer would, to a considerable extent, olimimate such
practieces, if they occurj but as I have already explained, to secure
this procedure of appointment would unguestionably result ia a lawe
suit, the costs of which the Uinteh besim weter users cannot meet at
this time. :

The attitude of the Indlan Buveeu, I think is very clearly
set out im the Roosevelt Standard of September 17, 1931 wherein the
editor quotes a letter to Mr, Hi L. Allred and others, by Mr. William
8. Post, Direetor of Irrigetiom, Us S« Indian Services Because of
your connection with the newspapers in the basia I em sure’you will
heve evallabie thic letters If not, and you desire a copy, I shall
begead to furnish it.

Yours very truly,

T. H, Humpherys,
2/v STATE ZNGINEER



