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June 12, 1931

Mr. George M. Bacon
State Engineer
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear 8ir:

I am pleased to have the opportunity of answering
your communication of June 1st, relative to the complaint
made by Mr. C. A. Thompson of Lapoint, copy of which you
inclosed with vour letter.

The drouth condition here is much the same as else-
where. Water shortage is very acute. Many crocs have
not had a first irrigation =s yet, and may not get one,
unless we are blessed with a good storm period.

The flow of the stresms, meagre as it is, is being
distributed as fairly as possible to the various interests
in the order of their priorities. The Indian, or "gov:rn-
ment" lands have prior right under the Court Decree and
also in order of filing in your office, with the single
exception of the Uintah River Irrigation Co. (Yoffat Canal)
which preceded the Indian filings with file No. 314 for 25
sec. ft. The water is distributed to Indien lands as well
as to sll others on their reported irrigated acreages.

In 1930 it was divided on the 1929 H“crop reports"
and we nre still using that basis for present distribution.
Blanks have been sent out for another report, which is to
be filed with the commissioner by June 15th.

On the day of Mr. Thompsons "investigation' (May 28th)
the Whiterocks River was flowing 120 sec. ft., at the
U. S. G. S. gaging station above all canals. (Except the
Marimon Ditch--200 acres). Beginning with the upper diver-
sions the several canals were drawing water as followss:

U. S. Whiterocks (Indizn Canal) 34 cfs.

Farm Creek (Indisn Canal) 19 cfs.
Whiterocks--Ouray Valley Canal 12 cfs.

U. S. Deep Creek (Indizn Canal) none (can=1 broken)
Moffat Canal 23 cfs.

Colorado Park Canal 6% cis.

Military (Indian Canal) 10 cfs.

Henry Jim (Indian Canal) 22 cfs.

Total 1275 ofs.

The Moffat flow was supposed to be coming from the
Uintah River, although I have no accurate check of the
amount actually received from that source. About 5 sec. ft.
of the Henry Jim flow was delivered thru the Bench Canal
and 1 sec. ft. was estimated as return flow. Deducting the

23 sec. ft., of water in the Moffet Canal, plus the 6 sec. ft.
in the Henry Jim, which came from sources other than the
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Whiterocks River, from the total in all can ls there is a
recovery of 98% sec. ft. of the Whiterccks flow, or a river
loss of 213 cfs.
The river dischcrges besides beling wholly inadeguate
to serve the areas under canals, have Iluct
a1yl

For example, on May 21st, the Ulntah was

N. T. Wilson (of U. S. G. S. service) as 1

iE had risen to 343 cfs. On the 27th, it

28th 231 cis., and 29th 235 cfs. We have daily report on

'

the Uintah discharge but have a 12 mile trip to make to ge
the Whiterocks flow so do not get it very often. However
on May 21lst, the discharge was 76 cfs., according to Mr.
Wilson's measurement. May 27th at 6:00 P. M. it was 143
cfs., and on the 28th (also at 6:00P. M.) 120 cfs.

This has made it very difficult to distribute the
stream flow and keep water at the lowest diversions with-
out wasting water. However we have succeeded in avoiding
waste below the diversions, with the result thst the low-
est canals have taken the gre:stest fluctuation and much of
the time have been below duty. The Henry Jim has suffered

TR i o . o o
\ ? i S COIMALULLOLle

o Creek suffzred a washout
the canzl until 2:30 P.M.
put into it and the morning
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On the 28th. I had measurements made to determine the
losses due to the necessity of using the river channel to
get water down to the lower canzls with the particular end
in vie. of urging the junior users to assist the government
in making some inexpensive improvements to avoid the losses
due to the enforced use of the river channels under such
emergencies--the most important of which have now been made.
of the 55% sec. ft. cut from the upper canals on the 27th.

we could account for but 28 sec. ft., a loss of nearly 50
ser-cent. This is undoubtedly too high and is to be accounted
i . 2 e " h goa o o] e iy 1
for in the fact that we did not‘gﬁf the flow from the Ulintah,

which supplied the Moffat Canal, and also that there was
a slight recession in the river discharges during the day.

Mr. Thompson's complaint was duly registered with the
officers of the company and on May lst., I met two of the
directors, the watermaster and Mr. Cloward, my deputy, at
+he canal heading. After discussion of the whole matter the
officers appeared fully coticfied., At this time there was
17} sec. ft. of water in the canal and a= the clock record
gave evidence of some tampering with the headgates, they
were locked.

On May 2nd. the canal flow was increased 6 cfs. On the
zrd., it was cut back to culinary water. The night of the
Lth., the locks were cut and 45 sec. ft. of water turned into
the canal. Next morning the watermaster reported the con-
dition as soon as he discovered it, and since that time we

ave had no further trouble.

I am very well acquainted with the officers of the
Whiterocks company and am positively certain that they are
without blame in this interference with the gates =2nd water
flow, and they are lending every support to an orderly hand-
ling of the matter The condl such at present

which supplies piped water to thc villiage.
I am furnishing coples of your letter and inclosure aid

L]

that I think you will hear 1it t the flagrant
waste of water as charged by M SONe

I believe I have covered jation quite completely
except as to the complaint f the waste of 13% sec. ft. of
water to serve the Indian School. This item i have not
checked closely, but am informed that there is very little
sctual loss in this chanrnel of the river, thzt the surplus
reacnes a branch of the Uintah and goes into the D-ep Creek
canale. This water is taken by the€ Whiterocks settilement,
(the seat of the Indian gchools) to furnish the water system

¥}

1so of my reply Lo the Whiterocks Irrigation Company,
Lapcint Utah, and to lr. o-ul 5. Henderson, U.S.I.S. Engineer,
here at Myton.
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The distribution of water is made on a graduated duty
schedule. The present duty is 95 acres per secC. ft. Here-
tofore the duty for the comparative period, June lst. to
20th., had been 70 acTreés Per SEC. ft, This higher duty was
acceded to by Mr. Henderson, representing the Indian rights
with a very evident desire %o alleviate the present serious
condition, and has helped greatly. Consent to the use of
culinsry water for irrigation of gardens is also a geneérous
concession made by the prior righte to the junior rights, and
has come largely from WGovernment" canale in the present
stress.

Under the cooperative attitude of the U. 8. Indlan
gervice officials, and the officers of the canal companies
together with the experience of the deputies on the rivers,
1 think we are getting Dby as well as cou.d be expected. '

Appreciating the spirit of your request and thanking

you, I am
V=ry truly yours,

/B0 L L

Commissione

BOC/L."




