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Unlreo $rares lNolan Frelo Senvlce

Ulntah Irrigation Proj eot
Liyton, Utah
June 8, r.93I

Georgo ivi. Bacon, Er€ineer
State of Utah
State Capitol Build-ing
SaIt lake Ciby, Utah

lear Sir:
l.lr. CoIton, Acting i/ater Comrnissioner on i;he Uintah, trake-
fork, ano-'iihiteroclcs rivers, showeo rne a copy of a letter
writben by liir. C. A. Thompson of la Point, ill i'rhich he
niakes certain accusatlons against the Government dnlch
are very far from being true and. for this reason I woulo
like to take the liberty of answering tlu.t letter.
You no d.oubt knorr that bhe vrater supply is extreme Iy short
ln the rivers this year ano. for bhis reason the Government
pro jeot through bhis offlce, ab the sanction ared. instruction
of the Dlstrict Office, voh:-ntarily, without request from
the d.efend.ant companies, reduced. our duty one-bhlrd. so
that the d.efend.ant compani.es might obtaln enough uater to
get b;'. this was purely and. si':ply a gift of approxiuetely
150 seccnd. feet bo the q.efend.ant companies inasmuch as
the rivers were nerely supplyir€ Government duty before
the reoucblon in bhe outy. The result has been more or
Iess of a hard-slrlp upon the Gover:nment water users. llow-
ever, :;hey are jr:,st able to geb by r:rrd-er these present
cond.i tlons.

I see that I'Lr. Thompson mad.e the sBoolfic charge that the
Governmenb is wasiirrg 13f second. feeb at bhe 'itrhiterocks
Sohool heaoing. iie arrparently h:-s not looked. thls r,iatter
over at a}l i.nasmuch as there was r:ld-oubted.ly I5z second.
feet flowing down the channel to the d-ivers ion of the
r,lhlterocks School. lhe point l,ir. Thompson failed. to see
apparently ls the fact that any v,'ater not use0 at the
Sbhool flowed o.own in the river channel to be r:sed ab cur
Deepereek Canal. This water 1s all ocnfined- to one chan-
nel, is a regUlar rlver channel, ano is shad.eo Sc that the
losi coulci not be consid.ered. exoessive any more than any
of bhe o the r c hanrte Is on this Prc j eo t. The refore ,
\ir. Thompson is enbirely wrong in iris charge in this case'
inasrnuch as the vsater is not wastec- nor lost as it is
d-iverted. ln or:r Deepcreek Canal which water nusi be carried'
d.own this rlver, lvhich of coutse, is the inihiterocks Rlver'
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fu.r. fhompson goes on to state that his oanal is only re-
coiving 12 seconct feet which, of ccurse, ls oulinary duty.
[his agaln ls a glft f,ron prior rlghts to the later rlghts
a.nd. partlcularly this year a good. share of the bine this water
vras taken d-irectly from the Government water d.uty lnasmuch
as the rlvers were not supplylng Gover"nment water duiy and.
cullnary water. 

.

He makes the statement that 135 secono feet were furned. d.own
the River f or the Lioclfab d.itch, the Colorad^o Park d-itch, and.
the Henry Jim, and. that half of this was wasted.. I{ad. Iitr. Thompson
known what he was talking about ho wou1d. hei.ve known that otl
thst paltlou.Ier &atc hc ras refeglng to there tore onl.y 120
seccnd- feeb inthe river accord-ing to bhe U.S.G.S. gauge, which
infomation lvlr. Oo1ton has furnished me. 0f tiris I2O second-
feet, vuater was supplied, to the Farmoreek, U. S. lThlterocks,
U. S. .Deepereek ano lVhiterocks Canal Companyts oanaI. The
Lloffat ditoh was probably only carrylng about 25 second feet,
the Colorad-o Park about 5, and. the Henry Jlm 23 seccnd- feet,
for wnich bhere was probably turned. into the river or alloted.
to go past the upper head-gates, not to exceed.60 to 65 seoond.
feet, the d-lfference being about the loss of the ohannel
between those points which Ioss, of course, lt is lmposslble
to avold..

In all Justice to Water Cornmlssioner Colton, I will state
that I have only hoard. the best of remarks in reference to
X,r. Coltonts work. I personally know th:ru he is on the Job
every d.ay and. all aay lcng, d-oing everybhing in his power
to d.istribute this water with a minimrun of loss and. as far
as I know all of the d-ofendant companies are well- satisfied-
with IrIr. Colbonts work ano. for the Government I can sqy
that lt ls entlrely satisfied. with the work whlch ],1r. Colton
bas been d.oing. This has been an extre.mely dlfflouJ-t ygar
without preeed.ent ia tois ProJeot, bo dlstrlbute tho wetol.
Iir. Colbon, of course, is working uno-er tlre hand.icap that
thls is hij flrst year, lvhich has mad.e lL extremely har0
for him.

If you are golng to be in the Basin this sulruEr' I.would- very
gla6.Iy go over tfrese canals with you arrd. ln a great nany
6ases-I aould. show you where bhe Goverrrroent and. sonie of the
d.efendant companles have done quite a little work this {ear
ln ord.er to s-ave all water possible, so that I feel that
M;. 

-Thompson,s Ietber ls enlirely uniu,st to the Governmentr'
Lir. Colbbn, and- the d.efendant water users. AIso, IiT. Thompson
has shown tyrat he knew nobhing of the aotual faots ln bhe

t*tt"t regard.less of tbe faot that 'he states he has mad'e an
lnves tigatlon.
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0f cor:rse I'ir. colton wilr reBly to this retter but inasnuchas the cl:arges of I''ir. Thourpson were go erroneous r fert inalL falrness to tlis ProJeot and. to ftlr. corton, as werl- ascertain of the prlor-rlght companies, that r should- also niake
a-nswer t o [ir. Thomps onr s Ietter.

Very truly yours,

, ,Ir,Ll' . 1I

cc: B. 0. Colton, Jr.

Gilt@
Paul P. Hend.erso n

Er:sineer
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