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REL: UINTAH BASIN FIELD TRIP

Memorandum for Office Study only, by ELMO R, MORGAN

On May 15, 16, and 17, 1940 I riade &n extended field trip into the
Uintah basin for the purpose of examining Proofs of Appropriation &nd Appli-
cations covering water from Duchesne, Lakefork, Uintah, and Whiterocks rivers
and Dry Gulch and Deep creeks. There were 16 Proofs and 5 Applications.

Generally speaking, the Proofs were in better shape than any I have
examined in the State. Two Applications involved water from springs rising
on Indian land, Neola Town has made Application for two small springs rising
on an Indian 40, The water from one of the springs has already been piped to
the Town. The other Application by the Whiterocks Irrigation Company proposes
to appropriate water from several small springs as it is intercepted by appli- ~
cant's’ canal, In each case the Indian Service strongly contends that the water
is not subject to appropriation, as provided by the State law, but rather, be- -
long% to the Indian Service because of its rising on Indian land, Officials
of the Indian Service stated that there were many instances in which appropria-
tions of such water had been permitted due to the fact that in each case the
quantity of water was so small that the Indian right would not be jeopardized;
however, the number of Applications for' such water is steadily increasing, and
the officials stated that they must stop this practice because of the princlple
involved and becalise of the impending danger to Indian rights,

.,(:}.

In going over the Ouray Park Irrigation Company canal, it was observed
that the flume across Deep creek is in a very critical condition. From its
general appearance one would think that it would collapse any minute. It has
been tied with guy wires, braced with logs, proppéd up with boards, and is still
about as zigzaggy as a suspehded snake. This canal supplies both the culinary
and irrigation water for the area east of Randlett. Should the flume fail, a
serious condition would result in that part of the basin. The work is already
under 'way to construct a larger canal at a higher elevation to replace not only
the Ouray Park canal but also the Moffatt canal., (The Moffatt canal's flume
across Deep creek is in about the same condition &s the flume already described
for the OQuray Park canal,) The new canal is already constructed from Deep creek
to a point where the water could be dumped back into the present canals. No =
construction has been made between Deep creek and the Uintah river because of
failure to obtain right of way across Indian lands, Mr. B. O. Colton, engineer
for the Ouray Park Irrigation Company, stated that Application for right of way
was made to the Indian Service many months ago, but as yet no permission has been
given, This new canal not only will permit consolidation of two irrigation com-
panies, but also will provide a means of diverting winter water for storage in
a small ‘reservoir along the new canal and also possible storage in Pelican lake,
Mr. ‘Colton stated that the people affected were much concerned by the condition
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creasing, sufficient stock is being turned back to the company that it is creat-
ing an additional burden on the remaining stockholders., For this reason, it is
likely that from now on the Change Applications of the stockholders will be pro-
tested by the companies in an effort for them to maintain some balance of assess-
ments within their companies. Whether or not anything can be done about these
transfers is another question, but at any rate it is creating a serious problem
as far as the irrigation companies are concerned.
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