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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The sincere appreciation of the Water Commissioner is expressed
to Mr. Dee C. Hansen, State Engineer for the State of Utah, and his
fine staff of personal at the State Office, special thanks goes to
Mr. Bob Guy, Area Engineer and Stanley Adams for the Uintah Basin
Area, for théir corporation and assistances in distribution and inter-
petation of the water rights involved in the Ashley Creek Distribution
System.

Thanks is also made to the Excutive Committee, composed of repre-
sentatives from the various companies involved. Mr. Archie Dee Jenkins,
representing the Ashley Upper Irrigation Company and the Ashley Valley
Reservior Company, Mr. Colton McKeachnie, representing the Highline
Canal Company and tﬁe Cenﬁral Office, Mr. Charles Morrison, representing
the Rock Point Canal Company, Mr. Boyd Workman, representing the Island
Ditch Company, Mr. Morgan Hall, representing the Dry Fork Irrigation
Company, the Upper Creek Users, the Mosby Users, Mr. Ralph Walker,
representing the Ashley Central Canal Company, and Mr., Joe Dodds, repre-
senting the Dodds Ditch.

Mr. Glen Anderson, and his fine staff in the Vernal U. S. G. S.
Office, Mr. L. Y. Siddoway, and staff at the Uintah Water Conser-
vancy District Office, Mr. Bryant Brady, of the Soil Comservation
Service, Mr. Steve Cox, of the Utah State University Extension Service,
and all others who helped in any way, the Commissioner expresses his

appreciation.
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ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
61 East Main

Vernal, Utah 84078

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Hon. J. Robert Bullock
Fourth Judicial District
Uintah County Court House

Vernal, Utah 84078

Dear Sir:

In Accordance with the authority granted by the ORDER
APPOINTING COMMISSIONER, dated May 30, 1979 and filed as part
of Civil No. 18, now Civil No. 3197, in the Uintah County Court
House at Vernal, Utah, I, submit herewith the report on the

Distribution of the waters of Ashley Creek Distribution System

for the year of 1979.

Respectfully Yours,

DAVID R, RASMUSSEN
Water Commissioner



NOTICE OF ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 1979 ASSESSMENTS

At the annual meeting of Ashley Creek Distribution System, the
following budget and assessment distribution was approved. Your share
will be listed in the lower section by individual of company. These
amounts are due and payable at the systme office, located at 61 East
Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 by mail or in person. Amounts set opposite
each amount should be paid by June 1, 1979.

BUDGET ¢
Commissioners Salary 7200.00
Matching. Social Security 425.00
Mileage @ad Auto Allowance 3000.00
Commissioner Report 400.00
Bonds and Insurance Premium 50.00
System Equipment 200.00
Office Rent 300.00
Deputy Commissioner's Salary 500.00
Miscellaneous Reserve 425.00
12,500.00
1979 ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN BY COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL:
PRIMARY USERS:
I. Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 327 2248.12
2, . Colton Ditch .036 - 247.50
3. Steinaker Ditch .020 137.50
4. Ashley Central Irrigation Company «325 2303.13
Se Island Ditch Company 074 503.75
6., . Dodds Ditch Company .010 - 68.75
7. Rock Point Canal Company .198 1361.25
ALL OTHER:
l. Ashley Valley Reservior 207% 2500.00
2, Uintah Water Conservancy District 15% 1875.00
INDIVIDUAL USERS:
A. Highline Canal Company +25 312.50
B, Dry Fork Irrigation Company .10 125.00
C. J. N. Merkley .05 62.50
D, Mosby Irrigation Company «25 312.50
E. Pitt Ditch Company . «05 62.50
F. Dwayne T. Johnson »05 62,50
G. Morgan Merkley +05 62.50
H. William L. Hullinger .05 62,50
I. Rex Gardiner .05 62,50
J. Henry Peltier .05 62.50
K. Sadie A. McConkie .05 62.50

T ———————

GRAND TOTAL OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 1979: 12.5000.00




LLULTUN & HAMMUNU ,

Attorneys for Petitioner
55 East Main Street
Vernal, Utah 84078
'801-789-1664

TN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL BISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF UTAH,
IN AND FOR UINTAH COUNTY ‘ '

EBENEZER G. DEFRIEZ, et al., Plaintiffs, :

V. .
ASHLEY CENTRAL IRRIGATION CO., et al.,
Defendants,

and ARSENITH CHADWICK, et al.,

Intervenors,
and .
NSHLEY VALLEY RESERVOIR CO., UNITED
STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, HIGHLINES : wgﬁggRCg;;?§§¥éﬁgR
CANAL CO., DRY FORK IRRIGATION CO., ATER oS3 580
SUNIOR MERKLEY, DAVID RASMUSSEN, MOSBY - 19

IRRIGATION CO., PITT DITCH CO., DUAYNE

T JOHNSON, MORGAN MERKLEY, WILLIAM H. .
HULLINGER, REX GARDNER, HENRY PELTIER Civil No. 3197
"nd GLEE C. PELTIER, VIRTUS MCCONKIE, |

SADIE McCONKIE, ARUS CALDWELL and

LAWRENCE CALDWELL, Defendants.

The Petition of Ralph Walker, Chairman of the Ashley Creek Water

Users Executive Committee, representing all of the users of the waters of Ashley

Creek and its tributaries, came before the Court for hearing the 24th day of

April, 1979, for the appointment of a Water Commissioner for the year beginning
April 7; 1979, and ending April 6, 1980, and for directions from this Court |
concerning the distribution of the waters of the Ashley Creek for the entire
term. The Court then referred the hearing to the Honorable J. Robert Bullock,
to bewheard May 15, 1979, on which date the matter was heard by this Court.

And it appearing to the Court that in addition to the Petition
recomﬁending the appointment of David Rasmussen, applications had been made by
Leo J. Walker and Uel Hunting. Witnesses for the Petitioners then testified
as to the qualifications of David Rasmussen, whom they recommended for reap-
pointment as Commissioner. Certain parties then testified concerning their
objections. No witness testified for the other applicants. The hearing was
closed and the Court took the matter under advisement.

_ After due consideration of the evidence presented to the Court and

it appearing to the Court:

1 That all the users of the water of Ashley Creek and its




‘_riputaries heretofore made parties to this action have been

given due motice
through their chosen representatives for the time required by the laws of the
State of Utah. '

| 9. That this Court has jurisdiction of the distribution of the
aters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries, by reason'of the Decree entered
herein on November 17, 1897, dividing the waters of Ashley Creek and setting
forth the respective rights of the parties to said action in and to the waters
of Ashley Creek and its tributaries, which Decree has been amended to include
water rights cla_uned by other persons since the date of said Decree.

3. That since the date of said Decree, as amended, "the rights of the
respective parties to the said suit have been administered under the direction
of this Court, through the Water Commissioner, appointed ammually by this Court
as prov1ded in the said Decree; that the said Decree provides that a Watexr
Commissioner be appomted annually by this District Court each year at the
request of one or more of the parties to said action; that the said Commissioner
should be authorized, empowered and directed to make divisions of all waters of
Ashley Creek where the same are taken from the natural chammel thereof; and that
under his direction there be constructed all dams, weirs and other necessary ..

measurement devices for the proper and correct division of the waters of Ashley

Creek.
‘ L. That since the date of said Decree, several persons, mot parties
to the original action, have acquired, developed or claim the right to use some
of the waters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries, which parties, have been, by
order of this Court, made parties to this action by an order dated May 15, 1962.

5. That the various parties and water users have, by agreement,
organized an Executive Committee wherein all parties are represented and author-
ized to conduct the joint business of the water users of Ashley Creek.

6. That the persons or corporations having a right to use the water:
of Ashley Creek are entitled to vote at such meetings pertaining to the busi-

ness of those owningwater rights in Ashley Creck in proportion to the nght of

1 such pexrson or coxporation. (




of the users of the waters of Ashley Creck or their representatives to which
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meeting all users were given notice and invited to attend, the Chairman of the

said Committee was authorized, by unanimous vote of all those present, to file

a petition on behalf of the persons or corporations owing rights to the use of
the waters of Ashley Creek requesting this Court to reappoint David Rasmussen
as Water Commissioner for the period begirming April 7, 1979 and ending April
6, 1980, and that the said David Rasmussen, by reason of his qualification and

experience as Commissioner of the water of Ashley Creek is competent and quali-

fied to act as Water Commissioner. ,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED:

1. That David Rasmussen be, and he is hereby appointed Commissioner
of the waters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries, which Creek is a tributary

of Green River in Uintah County, State of Utah, for a period of one year begin-

ning April 7, 1979 and ending April 6, 1980, or until further order of this

Court. He is hereby directed to administer and distribute the waters of Ashley

Creek and its tributaries by himself or duly appointed deputies in accordance
with the Decrees of this Court and the laws of the State of Utah, which, by

reference are made a part hereof, to the parties hereto in accordance with their

respective rights, as heretofore establlshed by this Court.
\ 2. That the Commissioner shall confer and counsel with the Chairman

of the Executive Committee of the Ashley Creek Water Users, provided, however,

said Chairman shall act in an advisory capacity only and that the Commissioner

shall be responsible to this Court. That the Commissioner is hereby authorized

and directed, when requested by persons Or corporations having primary right to
use of the waters of Ashley Creek, and agreed to by such persons that he may

establish water turns among such persons when in his judgment it will increase

the efficiency of water use.
" 3. That the Commissioner shall name and appoint such deputy or

deputi'eé’ as he may need in the distribution of the wétei‘s of Ashley Creek and

he is hereby authorized to pay a reasonable salary or wage and automobile

B



uileage to himself and such persois as he may employ in carrying out the provi-

sions of this Order. He shall notify the respective water users of their
proportionate share of the expense of carrying out the terms of this Order, sucl
notice shall direct the various water users to pay such assessments at the offic
of the Commissioner, the amounts due, on or before July 1, 1979, and the money
paid to the Commissioner shall be held by him in a trust fund account and dis-
bursed for purposes of paying expenses involved in carrying out the provisions
of this Order. |

4. The expenses of carrying out the provisions of this Order, as
estimated by the said Commissioner at $12,500.00, shall be paid by the parties
hereto in the following proportions at 61 East Main Street, Vernal, Utah 84078:

(A) Primary Water Users ' ‘ 55%
Primary Water Users to pay the 55/. in the ,

following proportions:

Ashley Upper Irrigation Company ‘ .327
Colton Ditch Company ' .036
- Steinaker Ditch Company .02
Ashley Central Irrigation Company .335
Hardy Ditch Company (out of Ashley _
Central Irrigation Company L0740
Island Ditch Company 074
Dodds Ditch Company .01
Rock Point Irrigation Company .198
(B) Ashley Valiey Reservoir Company 20%
v (C) United States Bureau of Reclamation 15%
(D) All Other Users - 10%

All other users to pay the 10% in the
following proportions:

Highline Canal Company .25
Dry Fork Irrigation Company (1)2
Mosby Irrigation Company .25
Pitt Ditch Company : .05
Duayne T. Jolnson ‘ .05
Morgan Merkley .05
Lester Hullinger . - .05
Rex Gardner Estate , .05
Henry Peltier .05
Sadie McConkie .05

" Provided, further that in the event the said Commissioner shall over:
estimate the actual expenses incurred during the above period, then the remain-

ing balance shall be carried forward to cover expenses for the next irrigation




season, dnd that in tie evenl Wi $aid LOuulssioner stiali underestimate the
actual expenses incurred during the above period, then he shall report the same
to .this Court and a further assessment will be made to meet the expense
incurred. ‘ R
5. That said Conmissioner shall distribute the water of said Ashley
Creek at the weirs or ppihts of diversion heretofore constructed by the respec-
tive parties and approved by this Court and where the said parties do not have
proper weirs and measurement devices, it is hereby ordered that they shall. in-
stall the same in a mamner to be approved by the said Commissioner, which
devices shall be mechanical and constructed in a mamner that they will shut off
the waters of the respective ditches and canals when directed by the
Commissioner, and that eachuser shall, aﬁ his own expense, provide a way to and
from his diversion so that the Commissioner shall have the most convenient and
reasonable access to each diversion and measuring device.

6. That is is further ordered that each party hereto shall, at his
or its own expense, install a Parshall Flume or other measuring device at the

|
head of his or its ditch at a place and in a mamner to be approved by the l

Commissioner.
7. That the respective parties hereto are hereby ordered to comply
with the schedule of terms and other rules and regulations as they may be given
by the said Commissioner and approved by this Cowrt in the use of the waters
they are entitled to under the terms of this Decree and the laws of the State
of Utah. |

8. The Commissioner and his deputies are hereby ordered and
directed that in the event any of the parties hereto fail to comply with this
Order, to shut off the water of the said party and report the failure to this

Court.
9. That the said Commissioner is hereby directed to file a written

report of his actions and activities in the distribution of the waters of Ashley

Creek forthe 1979-1980 irrigation season, which report shall bée filed as soon

after January, 1979, as may be practical.



10. It is further provided that in the event any of the parties here-
o shall disagree with the Chairman of the said water users committee, then he

is hereby authorized to confer directly with the Commissioner oxr his deputy

concerning any distxribution problem and in the event the Commissioner or his

deputy carmmot settle such controversy, such person may present his problem to

the Courtk for final determination.

DATED this 30th day of May, 1979.

o~ // /&
AL Robert Bullock
Dlsmct Judge

v




PROPOSED WATER DELIVERY SCHEDULE FOR ASHLEY CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES

It is proposed to divide the water of Ashley Creek and Dry Fork in
accordance with the decreed water rights as closely as can be followed.
However until these rights have been established on a more firm basis,

the distribution as set out in the past will be followed during the coming

irrigation season.

THIS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:

1. Firm flow will be distributed pro-rated on the following schedule:
A. Water Users of Canal Company % of flow
1. Ashley Uﬁper Irrigation Company 36.3
2. Steinaker Ditch 2.0
3. Ashley Central Irrigation Company 33.5
4. Island Ditch Company 7.4
5. Dodds Ditch Company 1.0
6. Rock Point Canal Company 19.8
100.00
it. Transmountain Diversion, Applications, of Certificates will have

water delivered in accordance with priority.

A. Ashley Valley Reservior Company water is to be delivered
from Brush Creek Drainage through a transmountain diver-
soin with 10% being assessed as transmission charges.

B. Highlin Canal Comapny water to be delivered in accordance
with their application.

C. U. S. Bureau of Reclamation water to be delivered through
the Thorberg diversion as per allicatiom.

D. All private diversions in accordance with their applications

rights.

111. Dry Fork right will be delivered in accordance with the Dry Fork
Decree with no release of low flow to the primary water rights of
Ashley Creek and all Applications and certificates will be de-

livered in accordance with their priority.

1v. This schedule is to be applied as proposed until a more equitable
schedule of all rights may be developed. Changes in this schedule

299 he mede aa additional information becomes available.



Vernal Unit - Central Utah Project

The past year has been a continuation of the drought cycle that
carried through 1976. 1977, and 1978. April through July forecasts
in 1978 projected near-normal yields in streams on the South Slope of
the Uinta Mountains. These forecasts were overly optimistic; at a time
when Ashley Creek should have been flowing sufficient water to meet
the maximum requirement of the primary water right holders and fill
the Steinaker Feeder Canal, Ashley Creek flow was reduced to mid-summer
amounts.

On November 1, 1978 the Steinaker Reservior had usable capacity
of 7,126 acre-feet. The canal companies did not start to use irrigation
water until about May 1 and at that time Steinaker Reservior had usable
capacity of 15,395 acre-feet. Water was diverted to the Reservior in

varying daily amounts until June 13 and at that time the useble storage

was 26,394 acre-feet.

Deliveries to the irrigation companies under the contracts start
ed on June 20, 1979. During normal years, deliveries would start after
the first of July.

The Board of Directors of the Conservancy District set the irri-
gation water allotment at 1 acre foot per share, measured at the Par-
shall Flume at the head of the Steinaker Service Canal, with a 10%
service canal loss to be deducted from the 1 acre foot. During the 1979

irrigation season the following water amounts were delivered:

Highline Canal 1,660.0 acre-feet
Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 8,951.1 acre-feet
Colton Ditch 164.0 acre-feet
Rock Point Canal 617.0 acre-~feet
Island Ditch 365.2 acre~-feet
Ashley Central Canal 5,228.5 acre-feet
Hardy Ditch 50.0 acre-feet
TOTAL 17,035.8 acre-feet

Under the terms of the contracts with the irrigation companies,
they can carry over project water for delivery in the following year
until May 15. In 1979, 864.2 acre-feet of water was carried over for use

in 1980. Most of this allotment is in the Ashley Central Canal Company

where 621.5 acre~feet is available for use until the May 15 time elapses.



Problems with delivery of water through the Service Canal were

eliminated in 1979. During 1977 and 1978 grass growth spread along the

bottom and sides of the Service Canal. This problem of restricted flow

of water raised the operating level of the canal above normal operating

levels. Through the lower part of the Service Canal, deliveries were

restricted. This problem was reviewed with the Bureau of Reclamation

0. & M. personnel and they recommended the use of Dowpon M. This chemical

had been cleared for use by the EPA on all government projects. About
eight miles of the Service Canal was sprayed and the results were re-
markable; the canal operated through the season without porblems. The
District will continue the use of this chemical on portions of the
canal right-of-way in 1980.

Inspection of the project facilities by the Water and Power
Resources Service was made in November. It appears that the operation
maintenance work done by the District is again satisfactory, however,
the report of the inspection will not be available for some time.

All yearly reports have been completed by the District in com=-
pliance with the Vernal Unit Repayment Contract. These include: crop,

weed, excess lands, projected chemical use in 1980, water supply, and

several otherse.

and



SUMMARY OF DISTRIBUTION ON ASHLEY CREEK FOR 1979

By - Dave Rasmussen- Commissioner

Despite apparent heavy snowfall during the winter, the water
supply was below normal and resulted in a continuation of the drought
-cycle, experienced during 1976, 1977 and 1978.

Ashley Creek flows were stored during April 1979, First del-
iveries were made May 1, 1979 to the Upper Canal, Dodds Ditch, and
Island Ditch. Total flow for irrigation was 29.0 cfs and 8 cfs for
culinary use for a creek total of 37 cfs on May 1, By May 31, 1979,
the creek had reached a flow of 595.0 cfs. The high flow peaked on
May 29, 1979, when a total flow of 1,106.0 cfs was recorded. Total
for May 1979 was 23.764 A.F. compared to 14,634 in 1978,

B§ June 1, 1979, the total flow had dropped to 544 cfs and cont-
inually dropped during the month to a low flow of 142.0 cfs on June
30, 1979. Total for the month was 18,616 A.F., compared to 28,460

in 1978.

July 1979 yielded a total of 8,420 A.F.of this 1972 A.F. came
from Ashley Valley Reservior system. Total yield for 1978 was
8,895.6 A.F.

By August 1, 1979, total flow of Ashley Creek had dropped to
59 cfs natural flow and 29 cfs from Ashley Valley Reservior Company.
Total for August was 4,228 A,F, of which 860 A.F, came from Ashley
Valley Reservior. Total for 1978 was 5,698 A.F.

S?ptember 1979 yeilded a total of 3,050 A.F, compared to 2,305
in 1978. ,

October 1979, totaled 2,340 A.F. compared to 1,588 during 1978.

The Vernal Unit of the Central Utah Project (Steinaker Reservior)
stored 11,000 A.F. between May 1,1979 and June 13, 1979, On June
13, 1979, total useable capacity in the Reservoir was 26,394 A.F.
During the season a total of 17,035.8 A.F. were delivered to the
Canal Companies. A total of 864.2 A.F, were carried over for use in
1980, Useable capacity on March 1, 1980, was 15,200 A.F, compared

to 12,300 in 1978.

Dryfork and Mosby Users diverted water up to the limits of their
rights when the water was available, but also suffered from shortages.
Three trips were made to Blanchett Park during the season to check
the diversion to Mosby Canal, On July 4, 1979, the canal was shut
down for repairs and all the water, 18 cfs, was going down Dry Fork.
On other occasions the diversion was checked, the water supply at
Blanchett Park was below the agreed amount that Mosby could divert

under the agreement.



All the irrigation companies have requested the S.C.S. to con-
tuine planning the canal consolidation program along with lateral
improvements, with the advent of the Salmity Control grants from
the government, this project may be within the reach of water users
.in Ashley Valley and should contribute significently to the overall
water supply and management program in the Valley.

Out look for 1980 appears to be very good at this time. As of
March 1, 1980, S. C. S. forecase of water supply places Ashley Creek
for a total of 63,000 A.F. for April through July. This represents
124% . of average for long term and 181% of the flow for 1978.
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1979

FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

TER ABOVE STEINAKER SERVICE CANAL - ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

DAILEY D1STRIBUTION OF WA

Total

Spill

Hardy Feeder

Rock P. Dodds Island Cential

Alta Upper Colton

Highlirne

Date Vernal Stein

-
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140.0 30.0 254. 266.0

CFS 300.0 30.0

1,525.0 Total CFS

3,050.0 Total AF.

131.0 84.0 164.0 130.0 51.0

140.0 112.0 30.0
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280.0 60.0 508.:532.0

AF. 600.0 60.0
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