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The sincere appreciation of the Water Commissioner is expressed
to Mr. Dee Hansen, State Engineer for the State of Utah, and his
fine staff of personal ét the State Office, special thanks goes to
Mr. Bob Guy, Area Engineer and Stanley Adams for the Uintah Basin
Area, for their corporation and assistances in distribution and inter-
petation of the water rights involved'in the Ashley Creek Distribution
vSystem.

Thanks is also made to the Excutive Committee, composed of repre-
sentatives from the various companies involved. Mr. Archie Dee Jenkins,
representing the Ashley Upper Irrigation Company and the Ashley Valley
Reservior Company, Mr. Colton McKeachnie, representing the Highline
Canal Company and the Central Office, Mr. Charles Morrison, representing
the Rock Point Canal, Mr. Boyd Workman, representing the Island Ditch
Company, Mr. Ralph Walker, representing the Ashley Central Irrigation
Company, Mr. Morgan Hall, representing the Dry Fork Ir¥igation Company,
the Upper Creek Users, the Mosby Users, and Mr. Joe Dodds, representing
the Dodds Ditch.

Mr. Glen Anderson, and his fine staff in the Vernal U. S. G. S.
Office, Mr. L. Y. Siddoway, and staff at the Uintah Water Conser-
vancy District Office, Mr. Bryant Brady, of the Soil Conmservation Service,
Mr. Steve Cox, of the Utah’ State University Extension Servicé, and all

others who helped in any way, the Commissioner expresses his appreciationm.
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ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
61 East Main

Vernal, Utah 84078

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Hon. Allen B. Sorenson
Fourth Judicial District
Uintah County Court House
Vernal, Utah 84078

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the authority by the ORDER APPOINTING
COMMISSIONER, dated April 15, 1980 and filed as part of Civil No. = .
18, now Civil No. 3197, in the Uintah County Court House at Vernal,
Utah, I, submit herewith the report on the Distribution of the Waters

of Ashley Creek Distribution System for the year 1980.

Respectfully Yours,

David R. Rasmussen

Water Commissioner



NOTICE OF ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 1980 ASSESSMENTS

At the annual meeting of Ashley Creek Distribution System, the following
budget and assessment distribution was approved. Your share will be listed .
in the lower section by individual of company. These amounts are due and pay-
able at the system office, located at 61 East Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 by mail
or in person. Amounts set opposite each amount should be paid by jume 1, 1980.

BUDGET:
Commissioner's Salary 7200.00
Matching Social Security 425,00
Mileage and Auto Allowance 3500.00
Commissioner Report ~400.00
Bonds and Insurance Premium 50.00
System Equipment 200.00
Office Rent 300.00
Deputy Commissioner's Salary 500.00
Miscellaneous Reserve 2425.00
15,000.00
1980 ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN BY COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL:
PRIMARY USERS:
le Ashley Upper Irrigation Company .327 2697.75
2. Colton Ditch Company .036 297.00
3. Steinaker Ditch Company .02 165.00
4. Ashley Central Irrigatiom «335 2763.75
5. Hardy Ditch Company (Inc. in Ashley Central)
6. Island Ditch Company 074 610.50
7. Dodds Ditch Company .01 82.50
8. Rock Point Irrigation .198 1633.50
ALL OTHER:
le Ashley Valley Reservior 207 3000.00
2. Uintah Water Comservancy District 15% 1875.00
INDIVIDUAL USERS:
A. Highline Canal Company .25 375.00
B. Dry Fork Irrigation Company .10 150.00
c. Gerald Clark .05 75.00
D, Mosby Irrigation Company .25 375.00
E. Pitt Ditch Company . .05 75.00
F. Duayne T., Johnson : .05 75.00
G. Morgan Merkley .05 » 75.00
H. Lester Hullinger .05 75.00
I, Henry Peltier .05 75.00
J. -V~ Ranch (SADIE MCCONKIE) .05 75.00
K. Rex Gardiner Estate .05 75.00

GRAND TOTAL OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 1980: 11$,000.00




i Hugh W. Colton
i COLTON & HAMMOND

Attorneys for Petitioner

55 East Main Street

Vernal, Utah 84078
801+789-1664

IN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF UTAH
IN AND FOR UINTAH COUNTY

EBENEZER G. DEFRIETZ, et at.,

Plaintiffs,

VS. : i

/ :

ASHLEY CENTRAL IRRIGATION CO.," : ORDER APPOINTING

et al., _ : WATER COMMISSIONER
Defendants, : FOR 1980 - 1981

and ARSENITH CHADWICH, et al., Tt
Intervenors,

and

ASHLEY VALLEY RESERVOIR CO., UNITED
STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, HIGH -
LINE CANAL CO., DRY FORK IRRIGATIOW
COMPANY, JUNIOR MERKLEY, DAVID :

RASMUSSEN, MOSBY IRRIGATION CO., : CIVIL NO. 3197
PITT DITCH CO., DUAYNE T. JOHNSON, : '

MORGAN MERKLEY, WILLIAM H. :

HULLINGER, REX GARDNER, HENRY PELTIER :

and GLEE C. PELTIER, VIRTUS McCONKIE, :

SADIE McCONKIE, ARUS CALDWELL and
LAWRENCE CALDWELL,

Defendants.

The Petition of Ralph Walker, Chairman of the Ashley Creek Water
Users Executive Committee, representing all of the users of the waters of
Ashley Creek and its tributa}ies, came before the Court for hearing the 15th |
day of April, 1980, for the appointment of a Water Commissioner for the year

beginning April 7, 1980 and ending April 6, 1981, and for directions from this

Court concerning the distribution of the waters of the Ashley Creek for the 1

entire term. . : \
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Jne report of the Loimissioners Tor ine year i9/9 - 1980 having been.

duly filed herein and it appearing to be a complete and_accurate report is

“hereby approved by the Court.

<

The Court having considered the recommendation of the Executive

Commmittee of the Ashley Creek Water Users that David Rasmussen be appointed ats,s

Water Commissioner for the year beginm’ng April 7, 1980 and ending April '6,

1981, and no other recommendations’ having been made and it appeamng to the

Court that David Rasmussen, by reason of the years of his past expemence,

or Ashley Creek and its tributaries, by reason of the Decree entered herein on

I\ovemb& 17, 1897, dividing the waters of Ashley Creek and setting forth the

respective rights of the

''Creck and its tributaries, which Decree has been amended to include water nghts

shouid be appom..ed as Water Commissioner for Ashlev Creek »
1. That all the users of the water of Ashley Creek and its tr:.but.arleb

retofore made parties to this action have been given due notice through their

I'chosen repr esentat*ves for the time required by the laws of the State of Utah.

'2. That this Court has Jurlsdlct.lon of the d:.stnbut:.o*x of the wateren

parties to said action in a.nd to the waters of Ashley |

'claimed by other persons since the date of said Decree. X

s
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3. That since the date of said Decree, as amended, the rights of the

*esaectlve parties to the said suit have been administered under the direction o*

K

1 ZConmss:Loner be app

qaest of one' or more of the parties to said action;

!|As‘m;,y Creck where the s
i

1

Iunuer i

»'*m,asm ement devices

Ithls Court, through the Water Commissioner, appomted annually by this Court as |

'prov:.ded in the said Decree; that the said Decree prov1des that a Water

'should be authorized, empowered and directed

ointed annually by this District Court each year at the re-
that the said Commissioner

to make divisions of all waters of 5.

i

ame are taken from the natural chamnel thereof; and ..ha:'I

s direction there be constructed all dams, weirs and other necessary :

for the proper and correct division of the waters of Ashley :

i '-Creek.
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to the original action, have acquired, developed or claim

L. That since the date of said Decree, several persons, not parties

the right to use some .

e e . a1 s ettatarics, Which parties, Tave DT, O



‘of those owning water rights in Ashley Cr
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‘order of this Court, made parties to this action

-n‘eeen.ng all users were 1ven noti

a 'oetlt.on on

-Lht. waters of Ashley Creek requesting thi

|
11981, and that the said David Rasmussen, by reason

by an order dated May 15, 1962.

5. That the various parties and water users .have, Dy agreement,

‘orgarized an Executive Coanmittee wherein all parties are represented and author-
zed to conduct the joint business of the water users of Ashley Creek. '

6. the persons oY corporations having a. right to use tne waters ﬁ

f Ashley Creek are entitled to vote at such meetings pertaining to the wsmes;

eek in proportion to the right o:. such

' person or corporation.
7. at on the nd’ day of Apr:.l 1980, at a meeting called for all

oJ. the users oi’ Lhe waters of Ashley Creelc or thelr representatives to which

ce and :ann.ted to attend, the Chairman of the

llsaid Committee was authorized, by unanimous vote'of all those present, to file ‘

behalf of the persons or corporations owing rights to the use of

s Court to reappoint David Rasmussen as:
“ater Commissioner for the period beginning April 7; 1980 and ending April 6, ,
of his qualification and

£ the water of Ashley Creek is competent and quali-

i . . .
?texperlence as Commissioner O

| fied to act as Water Camissloner.

!
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED:

1. That David Rasmussen be, and he is hereby appointed Oomissioner of;
utaries, \inlch Creck is a tributary of |

st‘m_ waters of Ashley Creek and its trib

G*‘een River in Uintsh County, State of Utah, for a perlod of one year beomnmg

il 6, 1981, or wntil further ordexr of this Court.

waters of Ashley Creek

Apr:.l 7, 1980 and ending Apr

ﬂe is hereby directed to administer and distribute the

and its tributaries by mmself or c‘rmy appointed deputies in accordance with the

Decrees of this Court and the laws of the State of Utah, which, Dby reference are

in accordance with their respect;.ve

'raae a part hereof, to the parties hereto

’ “‘lgm_s as hereto».ore established by this Court. ¢
for and counsel with the Chairman of

2. That the Comissioner shall con

1
} tne Executive Committee of the Ashley Creek Water Users provided, however, Sald

v.‘



oiairman shall act in an advisory capacity onky and Chal L CUIMLSEIVL i Sube s
} ‘be responsible to this Court. That the Commissioner is Hf_reoy auihorized anc
[

i
iidlrecn_ed when requested by persons or corporatlo*ls hav:.nb mLmryr;ghts to use

! the .waters .of .Ashley. .Creek, and agreed.to by such persons;, thag he 'nay estab- -

|
, | 1ish water turns among such persons vhen in his judgment it will .‘.ncrease the

i
!:

erf:z.c:.ency of water use.
3. That the Commissioner shall name and appomt such depu"y or

deputies as he may need in the distribution of the waters of Ashley Creek and

he is hereby authorized to pay a reasonable salary or wage and autcmobile

mileage to himself and such persons as He may empldy in carrying out the pro-

Order. He shall notify the respective watex Users of thelr

2
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. visions of this
|

' proportionate share of the expense of carrying out the temms of this Order,

pay such assessments at the B

|
i such notice shall dlrect the various watexr users to

| ! office of the Commissioner, the amounts cdue, on Or before July 1, 1960, and tha

I'm:>m,y paid to the Commissioner shall be held by him in a trust fund account and i
flls‘oursed for purposes of paying expenses involved m carrylng out the provisions
of this Order. ' |

!
|
|
Vestimated by the said Conmissioner at $15,000.00, shall be paid by the partlcs

4. The expenses of carrying out the provisions of this Orcer, as

|
'lhereto in the following proportions at 61 East Main Street, Vernal, Utah 84078:

(A) Primary Water Users
Primary Water Users to pay the 55% in, the
following proportions:
Ashley Upper Irrigation Company P32T
’CO.LtOD. Didth Company - .036 %
. Steinaker Ditch Company . .02
Ashley Central Irrigation .335 %
Hardy Ditch Co. (Inc. in Ashley Central Irrigation Company.).
Island Ditch Company 074 %
Dodds Ditch Company . .0L% -
Rock Point Company .198 %
/ (B) Ashley Valley Reservoir ‘ 207%

: (C) Uintah Water Conservancy District 15%




(D) All Other Users I "lOZ

Provided, further that in the event the said Commissioner shall over-

estimate the actual expenses incurred during the above period, then the remain-

| IN THE FOLLOWING PROPORATIONS: s |
1 Highline Canal Company : .25'% :
i Dry Fork Irrigation Company + 10 % !
H Gerald Clark - .05% . i
H Mosby Irrigation Company . . .25% "
| Pitt Ditch Conmpany : ' ' 05 % ’ ]
i Duayne T. Johnson . 05% ‘ | |
o Morgan Merkley R 059 R

| Lester Hullinger =~ | .05 %

e Henxy Peltier , .05 % o

e Sadie McConkie B _ . .05% Sl o
; Rex Gardner Estate o 05 % g

|

|

:

lm° balance shali be carried forward to cover expansas for the next irrigation
‘season and tnat 'in the event the said Cammissioner shall underestimate the |
fac*‘ual expenses incurred during the above penod then he shall report the same
;‘to this Court and a further assessment will be made to meet the expense mcm'x'ea.
| 5. That said Commissioner shall distribute the water of said Ashley

Creek at the weirs or points of diversion heretofore constructed by the respec- !

ive parties and approved by this Court and where the said parties do not have

!
| proper weirs and measurement devices, it is hereby ordered that d‘xey shall in- |

l
istall the same in a manner to be approved by the said Commissioner, w‘uch dev1ces

1-11 be mechanical and constructed in a manner that they will shut off the i

[ S84 4

’wm_e::s of the respective ditches and canals when directed by the Commissioner,

‘ana that each user shall, at his own expense, prow.de a way to and from his

l.
H)
P

%diversion so that the Commissioner shall have the most convenient andl reasonable
éaccess to each diversion and measuring device. : |

6. 'That it is further ordered that each party hereto shall, at his or| |
lits own expense, install a Parshall Flume or other measuring device at the head | -._
'of his or its ditch at a .placé and in a manner to be approved by the Commissioner.

7. That the respective parties hereto are hereby ordered to comply

/

i
i

¥ . )
ith the schedule of turns. and other rules and regulations as they may be given

by the said Comissioner and approved by this Court in the use of the waters g

/'they are entitled to under the temms of this Decree and the laws of the State

£ Utah. ' .



8. The Commissioner and his deputies are hereby ordered and directed
rhat in the event any of the parﬁies hereto fail to comply with this Order, to
:,mt off the water of the said party and repbrt the failure to this Court. z
i 9. That the said Commissioner is hereby directed to file a written

{ ' :
'§:report of his actions and activities in the distribution of the waters of As.hleyff
C:eek for the 1980 - 1981 irrigation season, which report, shall be filed as soon%
fafter Jaruary, 1980 as may be practical. | |

| 4

n: 10. It is further provided that in theevent any of the parties hereto

‘'shall disagree with the Chairman of the said water users comuittee, then he is

|'hereby authorized to confer directly with the Comuissioner or his deputy con-

i
i

erning any distribution problem and in the event the Commissioner or his

H

t

¥l
e

'deputy cannot settle such controversy, such person may present his problem to

)
1

Usme Court for final determination.

DATED this 15th day of April, 1980: | 5
EY THE COURT

'
|
o+
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~~District Jule




PROPOSED WATER DELIVERY SCHEDULE FOR ASHLEY CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES

It is proposed to divide the water of Ashley Creek and Dry Fork in
accordance with the decreed water rights as closely as can be followed.
However until these rights have been established on a more firm basis,

the distribution as set out in the past will be £ollowed during the coming

irrigation season.

THIS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:

1. Firm flow will be distributed pro-rated on the following schedule:
A, Water Users of Canal Company % of flow
1. Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 36.3
2. Steinaker Ditch 2.0
3. Ashley Central Irrigation Company 33.5
4, Island Ditch Company 7.4
5. Dodds Ditch Company ' 1.0
6. Rock Point Canal Company 19.8
100.0
11. Transmountain Diversion, Applications, of Certificates will have

water delivered in accordance with priority.

A, Ashley Valley Reservior Company Water is to be delivered
from Brush Creek Drainage through a transmountain diver-
sion with 10% being assessed as transmission charges.

B. Highline Canal Company water to be delivered in accordance
with their application.

c. U. S. Bureau of Reclamation water to be delivered through

the Thorberg diversions as per allication.

D, All private diverdions in accordance with their applications
rights.
111, Dry Fork right will be delivered in accordance with Dry Fork Decree

with no release of low flow to the primary water rights of Ashley

Creek and all Applications and certificates will be delivered in

accordance with their priprity.

V. This schedule is to be applied as proposed until a more equitable

schedule of all rights may be developed. Changes in this schedule

. L i eei e 2 trmmatrinr Rheramee avallable.



VERNAL UNIT - CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT

After four years of lower-than-normal water supply, 1980 was an
excellent water year. The District was able to fiil Steinaker Reservior
and supply the irrigation companies with a mormal delivery of water. Omn
November 1, 1979 Steinaker Reservior contained 9,292 acre-feet of usable
storage. Steinaker Reservior filled to capacity of 33,280 acre-feet on June
8, 1980 and a considerable amount of water went by the Fort Thornburg
Diversion Dam and down Ashley Creek until about the middle of July.

Deliveries of water from the Project commenced on July 15, 1980 and
continued until October 17, 1980. The Board of Directors of the Conservancy
District set the water allotment at 1.] acre-foot per share with a deduction
of ten percent for the Service Canal losses. During the irrigation season

the following amounts of irrigation water delivered:

Highline Canal 1,709.4
Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 6,054.3
Colton Ditch 101.5
Rock Point Canal 755.0
Island Ditch 341.7
Ashley Central Canal 3,389.8
Hardy Ditch : 45.0
TOTAL 12,396.7

Besides the irrigation deliveries, the Project delivered 1600 acre-
feet of water to the Vernal City and Maeser water system.

On July 27, 1980 a major break happened in the Steinaker Service Canal.
This break was 7.8 miles from the dam at a place that the Bureau of Re-
clamation called the "Bear Hole." The reason the Beau of Reclamation
identified this area was because they had a break in the canal at the "Bear
Hole" during the early operation of the Vernal Unit. The break in the canal
took place around six in the evening. A resident in the area notified the
District of the break and within a very short time the flow in the canal
was controlled at the dam and at the Radial Gate at Ashley Creek, Water from
the break in the canal flowed down a wash and then into the Central Canal.
Examination of the Central Canal area later in the evening indicated that the
Central Canal had taken the extra water without any serious damage to lands
of structures adjacent to the canal. The canal below 3.7 miles was out of
service for approximately 2% days. The repair was completed and normal

operations continued through the canal for the balance of the irrigatiom



VERNAL UNIT - CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT CONTINUED

season.

Inspectioh of the Project facilities was made by the Water and Power
Resources Service and the report indicated a very satisfactory maintenance
program being carried on by the District personnel. All yearly reports
have been completed by the District in compliance with the Vernal Unit
operation and the repayment contract. These reports include: Crop, Weed,

Excess Lands, Chemical Use, Projected Chemical Use, Water Supply, and others.



SUMMARY OF DISTRIBUTION ON ASHLEY CREEK 1980

Compared to the previous four years, 1980 resulted in above average water
supply. Deliveries began May 13, 1980, and continued on until October 31, 1980.
The Creek peaked on June 12, 1980, with a flow recorded at 1392 cfs.

June yeildeda total of 54,040 A. F., of which 23,250 A. F. spilled past the
last diversion dams. Steinaker dam filled on June 8, 1980, with a capacity

of 33,280 A. F.. During the season, 12,396 A. F. were delivered to the various
Canal Companies in Ashley Valley from Steinaker storage. This resulted in
considerable holdover which may be used during 1981 up to May 15.

July yeilded 16,286 A. F. compared with 8,420 in 1979.

August yeilded 5,917 A. F. and releases from Ashley Valley Reservior
Company added another 1,824 A. F. into the system.

Total for September, 1980 amounted to 3,314 A. F. with 1,186 A. F.
released from Ashley Valley Reservior Company.

October yeilded a total of 3,152 A. F. with 408 A. F. released from Oaks
Park.

Oaks Park still had approximately 2,000 A. F. in at the end of October
and the Goose Lakes remained full for use during 1981.

Dry Fork and Mosby Users diverted water up to the limits of their rights
when the water was available and generally had a good water supply for the
season.

The Irrigation Companies have adgreed to appoint a representative from
each Company to work with Bryant Brady of the S.C.S. in an effort to establish
an overall plan to update and improve the irrigation system in Ashley Valley.

The possibility of obtaining federal grants through the salinity controll
program still exist if and when the proper planning can be completed.

Outlook for 1981 water supply as far as run-off is concerned is very poor
at this time, however Reservior Storage is above average. The March 1, 1981,
S.C.S. water supply outlook report forecast Ashley Creek to yeild 42,000 A. F.

during the coming season. In 1980 the forecast was for 63,000 A. F. and it

actually yeilded over 100,000 A. F..
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5.3
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15.0

28
29

30

110.5

10.0

13.0 3.0
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7
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14.0
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13.0

99.5
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31
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3870.5 DATE

60.0 27.3 167.1

31.0

308.0

138.6

Total

504.0 101.0

490.0 348.0 204.0 125.0 864.0

CFS 403.0 52.5 47.0

Total

7741.0 DATE

62.0

616.0

120.0 54.6 334.2

AFS 806.0 105.0 94.0

980.0 696.0 408.0 250.0 1728f0 1008.0 202.0 277.2
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49 .0

1.0
1.0
l.o
1.0
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‘.0
1.0

7.0
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7.0

2.5
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2'5
2.5

«5
5
«5
5
.5
«5
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7.0
7.0
6.0
6.0

1.0
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1.0
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I.O
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4.0
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6.0
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6.0
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6.0

8.0
8.0
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8.0

49.0
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27
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12.0
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48.0

12.0

30
31

48.0

7.0
7.0

2.5
2.5

12.0

48.0

6.0

4.0 12.0

6.0

8.0

31

TOTAL
CFS

TOTAL
CFS

1753.0

82.0 31.0

112.5 154.0

15.5

95.0 69.0 201.0

88.0 555.0

102.0

248.0

TOTAL
AFS

TOTAL
AFS

3506.0

308.0 164.0 62.0

31.0 225.0

190.0 138.0402.0

176 .0 1110.0

204 ,0

496.0
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