Jamuary 17, 1961

————p

Mr., Earl M, Staker
P.0O. Box 347
Cedar City, Utah

Dear Earl: RE: ESCALANTE VALLEY

As you know, we have concluded that there is no usable un-
appropriated water in the Escalante Valley. Applications that were
pending have all been rejected. Therefore, we certainly cannot accept
new applications without any new indications that there is unappropriated
water.

We, of course, realime that there is still water in storage in
the valley. But we do not think there is any excess recharge over approve
ed applications for use. We think the ground water levels will continue
to fall until they are beyond the reach of non~economic vegetation such
as greasewood. At that time, except for fluctuations in level bekause
of varjations in recharge, we believe we will have the levels stabilized
at a reasonable and usable depth.

Over the past year or so we have allowed certain domestic and

stock water wells to be drilled in the Valley but largely on irrigated
ands, If a man wishes to build a house on his irrigated farm, he usually
akes land out of production when he builds the house. Perhaps we have
been wrong in doing this under a new application. Possibly we should have
required change applications and reduction of the irrigation right. But
because of the confusion in keeping the accounts, we have, as a matter of
practical expediency, gone this other way. Any such new applications con-
tain no right for any use except stock and culinary. It does net include
irrigation of lawns and gardens around the house. There is a possibility
that on further analysis even this approval policy may be changed.

Looking to Mr. LeFevre’s prcblem, although you did not so state,
it would appear that the Arisona party might wish to develop a sub~division
or at least drill a well on presently unirrigated land. If such is the
case, we would require that he obtain a right and file a change for the
new use.

1f Mr. LeFevre would care to give us the complete facts on what
is planned, we will be glad to write a letter indicating our poliey on
this.

You may discuss this matter with Mr. LeFevre. However, if he still
wants a letter, please give us all of the facts and we will send it out of
here since policy matters are involved.

Sincerely,

WDC/eca Wayne D, Criddle




