August 12, loR%

Mrs. Arilla Maxfield Williamson
211 ¥orth 200 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103

Dear Mrs. Willfamson:

Since receiving your letter concerning the problems with your head-
gate on the Torrey Ditch, I had a representative of the State Bngineer's of-
fice investigate the situation. It appears from his findings and communica-
tion with the person renting your property, the water master on the Torrey
Ditch and the operator of the backhoe, who cleans and maintains the aitch,
that the headgate was not removed during the cleaning process. It was ind{~
cated that as the Aitch was cleaned, willows and vegetation around the head-
gate and diversion works were removed. When the water was put in the ditch,
the red sandy canal banks around the headgate were eroded away and the head-
gate was washed out. It was reported that the diversion works are located on
a curve in the ditch and are susceptible to the ercding forces of the water as
it moves by the diversion.

The diversion works are the responsibility of the owner to maintain
and, therefore, the ditch company would assume no liability for the diversion
works washing out. Prom the information we received, it appears that this
would be the case in this situation. It may be advisable to relocate your
diversion works away from the curve in the ditch or to better secure the bank
to prevent the headgste from being washed out again. 1f someone damages your
diversion works, you may have legal recourse to get compensation for the
damages through the court system.

With this review, the ditch company and river commissioner are aware
of the situation and will, hopefully, be able to help coordinate efforts to
provide you with your entitled water and adequately maintain the Torrey Ditch
syastem. The diversion works are your responsibility to install and maintain.

If you have any further questions, please contact our office.

Very truly yours,

Xent L. Jones, P. E.
Distribution Engineer

cc: Bobby Edwards, Commissioner
Torrey Ilrrigation Company
M. Stanley Adams, Area Engineer, Richfielé
Dorothy Boulton, Water Rights Specialist
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