Jamary 7, 1883

Mr, Jamos G, Olsen, Chairman
Seuth End of Sanpitch River
Ephraim, Utah

Dear My, Olseat

Referemoe is made to your letter of Jamary 2, 1983 to Mr. Norseth
requesting this effice to take over distribution of the entire Sampiteh
River 3ystem,

As you are probably awarc, state law requires that the water users
be assessed the cost of distribution and that sush assessments ars to be
paid by May 1 of the water seascn. This requires a basis of assesmment to
be arrived atlu early as possible to allow for billing and cellection
prior tc May 1.

The Chester and Horseshoe Irrigation companies have also indicated
that they need distribution under the State Enginesr.

On most systems, assessments are based on an estimated budget and
the average of the past § years’ water deliveries to each company.

Under cur supsrvisicn, water caa culy be doliversd under a right
on recerd, either im a court deeree or an approved £iling ia cur office.
For those not holding sush a right, the durden of proof is on the water user.

So far this office has never assesbled & complete schedule for water
delivery on the eatire Sempitoh river system. We assmme this is what you now
wish. Developmsnt of 4 workable schedule giving preper ecasideration to all
rights is an expansive and a time-consuming jcb and cen best be dome under
our reqular adjudication program. However, if it is necessary that distridu-
tion be enlarged on your river system this year, we would have to ismediately
euploy @ man and assign him to that job under direction of cur regular
staff. It is estimated that this special work would cost about $3,500. fer
vhich we would have to assess the water users.

Ono other problem facing distribution weuld be the need for a
satisfectory measuring devios and headgate ca sach diversion frem the scuree.

The abeve are things which your water users should know shead of
tize, And you may find it premature to come under distribution this year.
A year for planning and getting ready is uosually needed, With such lead
time, and assuning that the current legislature is sympathetic to the growing
needs of water administration, we may be able to work cut a distrilution
schedule without requiring monetary help from the water users on this phase.

Sheuld you still wish to proceed, then I hope you will dissuss the
following at your meeting on January 8, 1963:



