
TO: HTIBffiT C. T,AI4BffiT, STATE ENGINEER

trBOM: DONAID G. STEI,IART, DWISfON mAD

DAIIE: nPRrL l.B, t96B

BE: RESPONSE T0 MB4ORAI{DIIM CONCERNING MILFORD VAIIEY iIEAIING

1. It appears that the State Engiaeer has no alternative other than to
hear at a publie meeting the petition of some of the Milford. Va11ey water
use?s requesting that the wlthdrawal ot' water from the underground. basin
be red.uced. approxinately 1OrO00 to 2OTOOO acre-feet annual-ly by cirtting
priorities.

2. The petitioners must be advised. that it is their responsibility to
ad.equately present at this hearing facts that wil-l substantiate their
request for l-ater priorities to be cut to reduce by 1Or0OO to 201000
acre-feet vithdrawaL from the l4ilford. Va1ley Basin.

3. The State Engineer at this meeting, beginning with his introd.uctory
statement, should nake it very clear that the burden lies wrth the peti-
ti.oners to show that there is no al-ternati-ve at this time other than to
eut priorities beeause the users cannot, using stand.ard. and accepted.
method-s of fa:ming, economically draw water from their we1ls at the
present d.epths of pumping or at any inereased- pumplng 1eve1s.

4. Ttre State Engineer may introd.uce a suggestion to the Mil-ford. Va11ey
water users that a study be made of the whol-e economic aspect, taking
into consideration the varying sizes of the farming units, the sizes and
prod.uction of r"iells, the pumping levels, the power costs, the crops grolm,
other fa:ming costs, ild the nargin of profits; and. with the infornation
fron this t149e of study, the Mil-ford. Va11ey users together with the State
Engineer night see the economie lmpaet on the valley of cutting 1Or00O
aere-feet of water from the later prioritles from alf users proportion-
ately or of cutting priorities at all.

,. At such time if it is felt that priorities must be eut, then the State
Engineer should. make a comprehensive studlr of the water rights of the
surrounding tributary valleys and ad.just the priorities of the l-ater
d.iversions that woul-d. affeet infl-ows to the Milford. Valley ttred.erground.
Water Basin.
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