: March 1, 1938

State Road Commission,
Buildineg.

Gentlemen:

I have discussed with Mr. Knowlton, Chief Engineer of the State Road Com-
mission, the matter of survey for, and the making of a detalled topographic map
of an grea on the Sevier river located between Redmond and Salina, where there
is an aggravated condition affecting the health and well-being of the Redmond
people and damaging marginal lands and headworks of several canals. It was a-
greed by and between us that I would submit the matter in writing for your con-
sideration.

The bed, or natural channel of practically every stream in this State
has become so fouled, or filled with sand, gravel and brush that the water, es-
pecially in the springtime, overflows the banks with resulting damage to margi-
nal lands, crops, property, roads, etc Reduced stream flow over a period of
drought years, added to man-made barriers in the form of dams, has slowed down
velocities and greatly increased the deposition of silt from charged waters.
This, also a lack of maintenance for which there is no governing law, is essen-
tially responsible for the existing stream-channel conditions referred %to.

One of the most ageravated cases of fouled-river channels in the State
is a stretch on the Sevier river reaching from the Gunnison-Fayette dam to the
Salina bridge on Highway No. 89 and including an area about 12 miles in length
and 2 miles wide. This section of the river channel is greatly filled and is
becoming more so each year. Difficulty was experienced as early as 1970 when
marginal lands were overflown. The highway was endangered and the lower part of
Redmond inundated. With the thought of finding a remedy, the State Road Commis-
sion, at the earnest solicitation of the people involved, made surveys, pro-
files and cross sections were taken over the entire river section reféerred to,
from which reports were made by the State Road Commission and the State Engi-
neer respectively. Both agencies recommended shortening and cleaning certain
sections of the river chamnel and building by-passes to the existing diversion
dams. Nothing was done by way of comstruction, however, until in 1934 when the
FERA dredged a new river channel between the Redmond and the Salina bridges,
greatly shortening its length. As a result of this work, relief was had for a
time. However by reason of recurring summer floods from Denmark Wash and
Salins ereeck, debris was carried by high velocities through the section of re-
constructed channel and deposited below the West View dam. Without a by-pass
in the Cumnnison-Fayette dam the velocities were slowed up, silt was deposited
and water forced over the banks, raising it beyond any former high-water mark,
thus inundating more lands and submerging the outfall to drains of the Town of
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State Road Commission,

3/1/38
1 shall be glad to confer with you relating this matter if desir-
able.
Yours very truly,
T. H. Humpherys
STATE ENGIKEER
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