July 22, 1943.

J. 8. Woodbury, President
Coal Creek Irrigation Company
Cedar City, Utah.

re: Coal Creek Distribution.
Dear Sir:

Upon receipt of your letter of Jume 24, 1943, I made a
careful examination of the Coal Creek Decree together with the
amendments to the decree in an effort to determine the facts re-
garding the Mary M. Bullock 4~A water.

I find that the Coal Creek Decree awarded to the Union
Field Ditch Association 21.20 sec. ft. of 4~A water for irrigation
of 1060 acres. This right was amended by an Order of the court
dated April 6, 1936, reducing the quantity of water decreed to
20.20 and reducing the acreage to 1010. This reduction apparently
was made because of the transfer of the Mary M. Bullock water,
There is nothing in the amendment to the decree showing that the
same quantity of water is added to the Coal Creek Irrigution Com-
pany right. This was apparently an oversight but in view of the
fact that the decree became final in 1936, it cannot, so far as I
am informed, be changed at this date. I would suggest that you
consult with your attorney concerning the matter.

It is, of course, impossible for the state engineer to
either amend the court decree or to ignore it in making distribu-
tion of water. Under the provisions of Sec. 100-5-~3, it is the
duty of the state engineer to distribute water in accordance with
the decree, and this must be done until such time as the court
otherwise orders.

I note what you say about the underground water law which
became effective March 22, 1935, and which has since been sustained
by court decisions. Of course, this office is bound to enforce the
law; but whenever it is possible to liberalize its operation where
an apparent injustice is being done, we try to do so. Any comstruc-
tive suggestions you may have in its interpretation will be gladly
received.

Very truly yours,

Ed. H. Watson,
EJ3/ba o State Engineer.




