THE STATE OF UTAH ED. H. WATSON
OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER STATE ENGINEER
SALT LAKE CITY

Sept. 15, 1942
RE: COAL CREEK DECREE

Memorandum for Office Study Only, by L. C. MONSON

On September 10, 1942 the writer contacted Mr. Gronway Parry and to-
gether called on Mr. %: at the Woods Toggery relative to the complaint of
Mr. Woods that the Coa%ﬁ cree did not include the Woods rights to water from
a tributary to Coal Creek in Coal Creek Canyon. They were told that it was
purely a question whether or not the water users on Coal Creek whose rights are
covered by the Decree see fit to permit use of water at the Woods ranch. Mr.
Woods asked the writer to examine the conditions at the Woods ranch and on the
morning of September 11, I accompanied Mr., Woods to the ranch where I found about
six acres of truck garden under cultivation., They were diverting about .25 sec.
ft. of water. I suggested to Mr. Woods to try and come to an agreement with the
Coal Creek users but Mr. Woods is under the impression that the Coal Creek Decree
does not apply to the tributaries, he stated that they were so informed by the
State Englnser in 1924 and also by their attorney at that time,

Mr. Woods stated he would try and follow the advise of this office and-
try té6 come to some agreement with the Coal Creek users but would like to meet -
the representatives of this office when-the Wilson-hearing takes place in about
10 days or 2 weeks,

LCM/mv/per L.C.M.
6/17/43

Mr. Roiece B. Nelson, Chairman, Coal Creek Water Users' Committee, called
by telephone and steted that the owners of the Wood ranch were still using water
from Coal Creek Canyon and requested that the water commissioner be instrueted to
distribute the water from Coal Creek only to the users provided in the decree.

In letter dated August 13, 1942, Mr. Frank B, Wbod was instructed as followss

"Dear Mr. Wood: re: Coal Creek Distribution -

I have your letter regarding the water rights for the George H. Wood ranch
whiech is located about 12'miles East of Cedar City in which you request that a hear-
ing be held on this water right next time an engineer frem this office is in Cedar
City or locality.

Sevexrl weeks ago on the complaint of certain primary users on Coal Creek,
I had an investigatioﬁ/c? ghe water rights in question. Apparently, although geMQ
water has been used on the George H, Wood rench for many years, it was not included
in the Coel Creek decree, Under the plain provisions of the statute, any rights
not included in the decree are forever barred. Mr. Skeen reported to me that all
of these facts were pointed out to the group interested in this question at a
meeting held at the court house in Parowan a few weeks ago. He said that a number
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