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DUCK CREEK OR P}-YSOD{ SLOUGI{

R. E. REDDM{

0n May 8, L9l+2, l{r. Roy Fereday and the writer mad.e a fielo examinationof the flood.ed eonditions on Duclc Creek Slough, whlch is sometinps refeped toas Payson Slough, [Ir. I'rancis S. Lundell frorn Benjamin accompanied us on thetrip.

irTe d.rove sor-ith and west from B-enjamln, crossing Spring Creek, and thencenortherly on the west sld.e of tire vallqy paraileling the St".iUe""y tdater Userscanal and gbserving the frooded area in secs. 30, Tt 32 and,33, T. g s., R.2 8., and Secs. 11, l_2, Lj, Itr, 23, 2lr, 2J and, 36, f. A s., R:-I 8., slBgdf.At the brid.ge crossing Duck Creek in Sec. 25 tyLe water in the cbannel wasabout three feet deep and was moving sIowly, indicating that the cbannel dovrn-strean may be obstructed. on reaching a polnt where tho wator from tbeslough was running through an old beac[ uoi ioto utah lake,we ieft the carand' walked up the slough to where a concrete clan was constructed. across thechannel of Duck creek. The spillway section of the d.am was provicted wltbflashboarcis and there were three 4tt x 10r x I4r boarcls u"rori the opening and.water rryas nrnniag about 1/*" deep orrer the crest. The water marks on the-sid.esof the channel ind'lcated that one board. bad been removed. wlthin tbe Last fewd1ys. The purpose of the ctan is to raise the leveI of the rmtgr in theslough hlgh enough to run out through cuts and ditches made into the channelfor the purpose of flooding naturar- nrowstr in the large area aad to naisethe water table high enough to sublrrigate a large area of pastwe land.used by the Yowd' Estate for grazing eattle. Tho ol-d. channel of Duck Creekhas becqme choaked by slLt.calrieal into lt during the early yoars of theoperation of the Strawbeny canal, when the sloughing into uod 
""ou"ing ofthe canal carrled' coasiderable slit, sand. aad. even grave1, ancl also frqr themudily sprlng nrnoff lnto Duck creek each year. -nhen the d.am ls ln operation

-it, of eourse' causes the d.esired flooding wtthin the area contr.ol-l-ed by theYowcl Estate and the rrndesirable flooding upstr.ean from the said estate.To be assured tbat no flooding of the area took place before the ad.vent ofthe dan, rvould be inconsistent with the marsh and lake area shown on theattached nap, which was su:reyed in lg?r and J-!1f . ?he area now belng
damagecl by frooding was also quite a lake area in.npriI, 1g?r. rt is qulteevid'ent that tbe dam across tbe channel d.oes increase the d.amago to a rargepart of the area, but it is rny oplnion that if the dan was ren-vecl, thelake area sho$m on the nap would stilt be flooded for a shorb period whenthe spri'ng nrnoff from the mead.ows was at its peak. The seetion of thechanneL that is rostricted most by naturat siliing factors is about nidway
belos bhe to'.un of BenJamin and requires cleaning to take care of the sprlngrr:noff .
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