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REL: FLOODING OF LAND ADJOINING DUCK CREEK OR PAYSON SLOUGH

Memorandum for Office Study Only, by R. E. REDDEN

On May 8, 1942, Mr. Roy Fereday and the writer mede a field examination
of the flooded conditions on Duck Creek Slough, which is sometimes referred to
as Payson Slough. Mr. Francis S. Lundell from Benjamin accompanied us on the

trip.

WWe drove south and west from Benjamin, crossing Spring Creek, and thence
northerly on the west side of the valle paralleling the Strawberry Water Users
Canal and observing the flooded area in Secs. 30, 31, 32 and 33, T. 8 S., R.

2 E., and Secs. 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25 and 36, T. 8 S., R. 1 E., SIB&M.
at the bridge crossing Duck Creek in Seec. 25 the water in the channel was
about three feet deep and was moving slowly, indicating that the channel down-
stream may be obstructed. On reaching a point where the water from the
slough was running through an old beach and into Utah Lake,we left the car
and walked up the slough to where a conerete dam was constructed across the
channel of Duck Creek. The spillway section of the dam was provided with
flashboards and there were three 4" x 10" x 14' boards across the opening and
water was running about 14" deep over the crest. The water marks on the sides
of the channel indicated that one board had been removed within the last few
days. The purpose of the dam is to raise the level of the watér in the
slough high enough to run out through cuts and ditches made into the channel
for the purpose of flooding natural. "lows" in the large area and to raise

the water table high enough to subirrigate a large area of pasture land

used by the Yowd Estate for grazing cattle. The old channel of Duck Creek
has become choaked by silt.carried into it during the early years of the
operation of the Strawberry Canal, when the sloughing into and scouring of
the canal carried considerable silt, sand and even gravel, and also from the
muddy spring runoff into Duck Creek each year. When the dam is in operation
it, of course, causes the desired flooding within the area controlled by the
Yowd Estate and the undesirable flooding upstream from the said estate.

To be assured that no flooding of the area took place before the advent of
the dam, would be inconsistent with the marsh and lake area shown on the
attached map, which was surveyed in 1871 and 1917. The.area now being
damaged by flooding was also quite a lake area in April, 1871, It is quite
evident that the dam across the channel does increase the damage to a large
part of the area, but it is my opinion that if the dam was removed, the

lake area shown on the map would still be flooded for a short period when

the spring runoff from the meadows was at its peak. The section of the
channel that is restricted most by natural silting factors is about midway

below the town of Benjamin and requires cleaning to take care of the spring
runoff.
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