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TO: Al-l- Water Users Commi-ttees

FROM: Wayne D. Criddle

str&rEcr: Distribution costs of ad.ministerine water

From time to time, a number of you have ask if it wour-d not bepossible and desirabl-e to try to amend" thl l-aws of the state so that waterdistribution could' be handfed- under state appropriated funds instead of bythe present assessment method,. rn reviewing the procedures used. i-n otherstat'es, we find that such a practice has developed and is being used j-n mostof the western states. sincl all peopre are water users, and since distri-bution of al-l- water by commissioners i" ro"" and- more necessary as our usesincrease and become more complex, there seems to be a real- justification forsuch procedures ' Perhaps the step taken to place the aistriuuti-on moneys inthe state Treasury is one which shoul-d l-ead iurther to the use of stateappropriated funds for this most important function. proper distributi_on ofwater is vital to al_J- of the people of the state.

You witl note from the accompanying memorandum that we arecol-l-ecting about $urrooo.oo from the 2! systems for water distribution.There are a number of other stream systems in the state badly in need. ofdistribution and desperately trying to get our help in setting up a commissioner.
unfortunately, we are limited from this office on how fast we cangrow and since L95T we have ad-ded lJ additional- new systems under our dis-tribution program. At the present time, we are committing about $6orooo.ooof our appropriation fund.s io distribution. ftus, we are spending, in_cluding your funds, some $t8:-rooo.oo for distribution in the state. webel-ieve we coufd cover the eniire state for anouf $iijoriiool6o"n"" year ifthat much courd be used. from the general appropriation'funds. However,such a procedure may not be any more desirabr_e to the water users o' thestate than is our present operation. This is a matter which the people w'lhave to decide at sometir" ir, the future. perhaps you may l-ike to discussthis at our next annual- meeting with each commj_ttee.

we appreciate your support of our present program and hope that r^reare meeting your distributi-on needs in so rar as we can do so.

SincereJ-y,

z4^' D.h-Zd
Wayn'e D. Criddle
STATE ENGffEER
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