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Marnrnoth Displays Life In Ice Age
prcscrved cvcn food is found in the
animal's sromach cavity, Onc offi-
cial proclaims, "lt was likc the an-
rma! walked into a fridge and died
ancl somcone closed the door behind
ir."

Thc hecric momcnts surroundine
the animal's discovcry and is evenl
tual cxcavation produccs many tu-
multuous moments, not the least of
which is a public dcclaration thar a
"mastodon" has been discovcred.
Stare paleontologist Dave Gillerte
callcd it a mastodon becausc
mastodons wcrc known to inhabit
forests, wirh rccords up to 10,000
fcct. Witlr this discovery situatcd at
ovcr 9,000 fect and a huee tusk
dramatical ly dcmonstrating- it was
an clcphanr, rhc find was called a
masrodon. Furthcr work showed it
was indccd a mammoth, and a
mammoth found at a record eleva-
tlon.

Quickly sevcral unanswered ques-
tions bccamc obvious. How did the
anirnal clic? What drcw a plains an-
rrnal into thc alpinc cnvironmcnt of
lluntingron Canyon and what killcd
ll.1

Rcccnt research shows the muck
was all lhat remained o[ an Ice Asc
Iakc crcateci as two ancient clacic-rs
melted. As rhe find was itudied
lying among huge dirt-moving
equipment, it. became obvious that
if the valuable find was ro be saved,
ol'ficials had to work fast. - verv
fast. The valuable'bones had to ex-
cavatcd and prcscrvcd whilc work on
drc dam continucd.
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Thc Huntington Mammoth at
thc Collcgc ol' Easrcrn UL:rh Prchis-
toric l\'luscum is one o[ thc most
prp'.:l:rr :.rnd dram:rtic displavs
opcncd rn ycars. Thc huge bcast
liits its hugc tusks skyward almosr
rcaching rhe ceiling. Ir isn't hard ro
imaginc a world whcrc mammoths,
mastodons and othcr ice Agc
mammals wandcrcd in scarch of
iood whilc at thc sarne rimc proviC-
ing fooci lor mln.

Rcccnt rcscarch rndicates thc
Huntington Mammoth may havc
bccn onc oi thc last hold-outs, an
agcd, feeble individual despcrately
sccking food outside its normal tcr-
ritory some 10,000 years ago.

But bcforc we gct to rhat chaprcr
in our story, thc circumstanccs sur-
rounding thc marnmoth's discovcrl,
arc JUst as cxcrtrng.

Our story opcns as thc opcrator
oi a hugc backhoc is rcmtlving a
deposit of black, slippcry muck
from the basc of a dam in Huntinc-
ton Canyon. As hc movcs onc io:*rrl
of the muck he noticcs rvhur aD-

lqlrs to bc thc cnd of a hugc Lrclrrc.
Soon the statc archacologist and
sutc paJcontologist arc notil'icd rhat
a bone measuring four icct long and
cight inchcs around has bccn torn
from the ground.

During rhe next lew days quali-
fied professiona]s and a band of dcd-
rcatcd amatcurs w,ork fcvcrrshly to
rcmovc what turns out to be one of
thc nrost cornpictc mommoth skclc-
tons cvcr louncl. Ovcr 98 Dcrccnt of
thc huge bcast's boncs arc cvcnlu-

vcry old individual. Almosr every
bonc indicatcs scvcrc bone discasc
of somc sort, mainly art.hriris.
Thrcc vertcbrae from 0re lumbar rc-
gion in thc lowcr part of irs back
had fuscd. Dating techniqucs indi-
catc rhe animal livcd ar rhc end of
the Ice Agc. Experts speculatc thc
old bull may have vcnturcd far from
its normal rangc in search of adc-
quatc food.

Soon the story takes another
turn. A night watchman poking
around a pilc of muck crcarcd by thc
backhoc finds a iawbone - rhc
jawbone of an lce-Age short-faccd
bear. He also discovers a prehistoric
spear point. Alrhough found out of
context, the discovcries providc evi-
dcncc of an ancicnr. life drama. Offi-
cials now bclieve thc aging mam-
moth may have bccome stuck in
thc ancient muck and struggled to
frcc himsclf. The srugglc alrracts
not. only the huge shorr-faced bear,
but ancicnt man as wcll. Officials
have also found what thcy bclicvc
may bc "cut marks" on lhc boncs ol'
lhc mammoth, indicaring irs ulri-
matc dcmisc may havc conrc lrom
tlrc hands of man.

Much of this ancicnt. drama is
scientific spcculation - but .spccu-
lation based on circumstantial cvi-
dcncc.

The mammoth's boncs are in
climatc-controlled storage at thc
museum, but many can be viewed
by thc public. A replica of the beast
now has a promincnt place in thc
Hall of Man at thc muscum, a tlra-
matic rcrnin(lcr ol'lto*' ocrilotrs lili
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A cael of the Iluntington Mantmoth dominatee the interior of the C.E.U. Muceum in Price.


