MILL CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM MEETING

FEBRUARY 26, 1985

Richard Hall, Directing Distribution Engineer of the Division
of Water Rights called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He gave
a brief statement concerning the purpose of this meeting and then
read the minutes of the previous meeting held February 7, 1985.
The minutes were approved as read.

Mark Page, Area Engineer from the Price Area Office, then
discussed various options available for financing the Mill Creek
Distribution System in 1985. The first proposal was based on the
water delivered to each user during 1984. The second option was
to assess based on the paper water right with the first class
rights being assessed at full value, and the remainder of the
users at a weighted value of 3/5. Mr. Hall then related some
case histories concerning the legalities of making assessments
and the need to stay within the statutes as outlined in Section
73-5-1 of the Code.

Jim Walker, of the Grand County Water Conservancy District
Board stated that the Moab Irrigation Company and the District
have met and would jointly propose that either the Irrigation
Company watermaster, or an employee of the District, be empowered
by the State Engineer to distribute the waters of Mill Creek.
There was some objection to this proposal by some of the other
users on the system. Mr. Hall stated that the State Engineer
could not endorse this propcsal because of the obvious conflict
of interest. He further stated that if all of the water users
could come to agreement on this idea, they could organize such a
system, but the individual chosen to distribute the water would
have no statutory authority.

Some discussion concerning the installation of recording
measuring devices was entertained. Payment for any such devices
could be born by the users on the ditch or by the system at large
if such an item was part of the budget. It was decided that
recording devices would help collect better data, but the actual
distribution of the water would need to be accomplished by a
commissioner.

There was some discussion concerning the reduction in the
duties of a state appointed commissioner. Possibly the
Irrigation Company watermaster and a District employee could make
a majority of the water measurements and the state appointed
commissioner would make periodic spot-check readings. If
regulation matters arose that were controversial, the state
commissioner would have the authority to intervene.
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