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Kelly Horne <kellyhorne@utah.gov>

Response from Kent Jones, State Engineer to Austin Mitchell's inquiry dated July
21, 2017

1 message

Marianne Burbidge <marianneburbidge@utah.gov> Wed, Aug 9, 2017 at 2:48 PM
To: austinmitchell621@gmail.com

Cc: refarm83@gmail.com, Kirk Forbush <kirkforbush@utah.gov>, Olivia Griffin <ogriffin@utah.gov>

Bcec: kellyhorne@utah.gov

See the attached letter and three attachments.

Marianne Burbidge

State Engineer's Office

Division of Water Rights

Administrative Assistant/GRAMA officer/Legislative Liaison/Public Information Officer
1594 West North Temple Suite 220

PO Box 146300

Sait Lake City, Utah 84114-6300

801-538-7370 work

801-828-7050 cell

marianneburbidge@utah.gov

www.waterrights.utah.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Austin Mitchell <austinmitchell621@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 6:12 PM

Subject: Water damage caused by Upper Sevier River Commissioner
To: kentliones@utah.gov

Mr. Jones,

I am reaching out to you due to the fact we have exhausted all of our resources and have been given no answers or help in
our current situation. My father in law ( Veldon Mitchell) lives in Kingston Utah. On July 2nd 2017 Russe! Christensen, our
River Commissioner, opened the gates of Otter Creek letting out over 650cfs of water. Prior to him letting that much water
out he had the water set at below 100cfs ( closer to about 50cfs). This enormous amount of water being let out at once
caused a man made flood down the river. The river runs through Veldon Mitchell's property and when this man made flood
Mr. Christensen created, hit Veldon's property it washed out his fences and damn. This damn is in place to supply water
down his canals to water his fields. When the rush of water came and washed out the damn it also damned off the canal
completely so no water could go through.

Prior to all of this happening Veldon had reached out to Matt Mills( President of Otter Creek Reservoir) and Nuel Anderson (
the President of Kingston Irrigation) because Veldon's fields were drying up due to the fact that Mr.Christensen was not
turning out enough water to meet the amount of guaranteed water Veldon has ( Veldon is suppose to have approximately 2
feet of water and he was not even getting a 1/2 foot). Mr. Anderson contacted Mr.Christensen several times trying to get
him to increase the river flow so that Veldon and the town of Kingston could get their guaranteed water from the river,
however nothing was ever done. Mr.Anderson also contacted Mr.Forbush( our Regional Engineer) several times as well
and still nothing was done about this issue.

On July 2nd 2017 Nuel Anderson contacted Mr.Christensen at 8am to inform him of the flood that Mr.Christensen had
created. Veldon also contacted Mr.Christensen immediately however Mr.Christensen did not answer but did call Veldon
back that evening. When Veldon was speaking with Mr.Christensen he informed Veldon that it was a computer glitch and
that he had set the water to increase at 12am but never bothered to check to make sure the correct amount of water was
being dispersed. When Veldon spoke to Mr.Christensen he told him after the holiday( 4th of July) he expected him to come

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=25ed9137d2&jsver=Ajsy8f-ZiDl.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15dc8c1ec05f5ece &simi=15dc8c ec05f5ece
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out to his property to see the damage he had created and to inform Veldon of how and when he was going to fix it. After
Veldon spoke with Mr. Christensen on July 2nd, he has never heard from him or seen him to this day.

Veldon tried contacting your office on July 10th and was told before he could speak with you that he needed to contact Kurt
Vest out of Cedar City. So Veldon did call Kurt and Mr.Vest informed him that he is not over issues like that and that he
needed to contact Mr. Forbush. Mr. Forbush has been made aware of all of these issues and still chooses to do nothing.

On July 9th, 2017 Veldon could no longer wait for Mr.Christensen or Mr. Forbush to come look at the damage and had to
have the damn fixed at his own expense. The river flow since then has been adequate however Mr.Christensen is starting
to turn more water out again and if he continues to do so he will once again wash away Veldon's damn.

Mr.Christensen has been over the water this year and last year and before that Veldon never had an issue with man made
floods, and he was getting his guaranteed water. | have pulled the Otter Creek Reservoir outlet flow report and | have
attached 2 pages so you can see. You can clearly see that during the 2 years that Mr.Christensen ( 2016 & 2017) has been
in his position the water flow has not been consistent or correct. What | mean by correct is you can clearly see that the
water flow is normally increased to about 100-200cfs around April mid May and continues to stay consistent. However you
can see the years Mr.Christensen has been over it he does not increase the water flow until July 2nd which causes water
shortage and a loss in crop production Then when he does increase it, its a large increase. If he would keep the water flow
consistent like the previous years then we would not experience flood damage or the loss of crops.

The reason for this email is to make you aware of our current situation. We are afraid Mr.Christensen is going to wash out
the damn again because he is not doing his job adequately and he has caused a severe amount of damage. Veldon had to
cover the expense of the damn repair, washed out fences and will not have enough hay to feed his cows this winter due to
the loss of crops from not receiving his guaranteed water. No one we have spoke with will answer to the damage that has
been caused and no one is willing to make sure that it does not happen again. Your prompt response to our current plea for
assistance is most appreciated. | look forward to your reply.

Thank you,

Austin Mitchell

435-668-7361

(We have photos and videos of all the damage caused by the lack of water and then also by the flood.)
Veldon Mitchell 435-577-2075

4 attachments
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4/1/1913 518 1 1

5/9/1914 570 1 2
5/14/1915 578 1 3

8/1/1916 660 1 4
5/18/1917 946 1 5
6/20/1918 385 0 6

8/8/1919 900 1 7
6/28/1920 420 0 8
7/20/1921 406 0 9

5/8/1922 1740 1 10
8/20/1923 339 0 11
7/23/1924 402 0 12
7/23/1925 323 0 13

7/6/1926 401 0 14

6/6/1927 265 0 15

5/6/1928 270 0 16
8/27/1929 2000 1 17
9/23/1930 216 0 18
7/22/1931 150 0 19
8/22/1932 585 1 20
5/21/1933 282 0 21
7/20/1934 242 0 22
7/15/1935 347 0 23
7/22/1936 646 1 24
4/23/1937 475 0 25
4/24/1938 331 0 26
7/15/1939 316 0 27
5/16/1940 216 0 28
5/12/1941 2030 1 29
5/11/1942 625 1 30
7/22/1943 321 0 31
5/16/1944 1190 1 32
8/12/1945 342 0 33
4/20/1946 397 0 34
10/1/1946 206 0 35




4/23/1948 401 0 36
5/17/1949 352 0 37
9/6/1950 305 0 38
7/24/1951 242 0 39
5/5/1952 490 0 40
7/27/1953 920 1 41
5/22/1954 244 0 42
8/5/1955 154 0 43
6/5/1956 237 0 44
8/11/1957 854 1 45
5/22/1958 581 1 46
7/30/1959 226 0 47
5/30/1960 235 0 48
7/4/1961 335 0 49
8/23/1962 300 0 50
5/15/1963 189 ] 51
7/8/1964 264 0 52
6/11/1965 228 0 53
9/28/1966 220 0 54
8/6/1967 1090 1 55
7/19/1968 305 0 56
5/6/1969 322 0 57
7/5/1970 1650 1 58
8/28/1971 245 0 59
12/26/1971 329 0 60
5/26/1973 840 1 61
6/30/1974 321 0 62
5/16/1975 301 0 63
7/7/1976 276 ] 64
5/15/1977 178 0 65
6/21/1978 214 0 66
5/24/1979 800 1 67
5/23/1980 637 1 68
4/25/1981 330 0 69
5/6/1982 615 1 70




6/2/1983 1300 1 71
5/13/1984 607 1 72

5/3/1985 569 1 73
2/19/1986 281 0 74
4/17/1987 469 0 75
5/14/1988 329 0 76
6/15/1989 214 0 77

8/2/1990 162 0 78
5/31/1991 216 0 79
5/24/1992 252 0 80
5/22/1993 437 0 81
7/10/1994 230 0 82

6/7/1995 330 0 83
7/25/1996 262 0 84
8/22/1997 710 1 85
5/15/1998 751 1 86
7/30/1999 424 0 87
5/19/2000 166 0 88

8/3/2001 274 0 89
5/30/2002 305 0 90
7/23/2003 284 0 91
6/12/2004 356 0 92
5/25/2005 1140 1 93
4/14/2006 318 0 94
7/24/2007 217 0 95
8/29/2008 266 0 96
8/20/2009 252 0 97
8/18/2010 265 0 98
5/10/2011 867 1 99
7/31/2012 216 0 100
8/21/2013 205 0 101

6/5/2014 232 0 102
8/13/2015 208 0 103

N
O

28%




8/7/2017

Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper

Time
07/02/2017 at 11 45pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 11: 30pm MDT:

’07/02/2017 at 11:15pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 11: OOpm MDT

East Fork of Sevier River above Kingston (USGS)

Stream Flpw (cfs) Stream StamgVe‘ (ft)

07/02/2017 at 10:45pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 10: 30pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 10: 15pm MDT

'VO7/02/201 7 at 10; :00pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 09: 45pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 09: 30pm MDT.

07/02/2017 at 09:15pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 09:00pm MDT

:07/02/2017 at 08 45pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 08: 30pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 08: 15pm MDT:
07/02/2017 at 08:00pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 07: 45pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 07: 30pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 07: 15pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 06: 45pm MDT

07/02/201 7 at 06:30pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 06 15pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 06:00pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 05:45pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 04: 45pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 04:30pm MDT

‘07/02/2017 at 04 15pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 04: 00pm MDT

:07/02/201 7 at 03: 45pm MDT

07/02/2017 at 03: 30pm MDT

07/02/201 7 at 03:15pm MDTW
07/02/2017 7 at 03 OOpm MDT

07/02/2017 at 02: 30pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 02:15pm MDT.
07/02/2017 at 02:00pm MDT
07/02/2017 at 01 :45pm MDT

'07/02/2017 at_01 :30pm MDT

http://www.sevierriver.org/rivers/upper/
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8/7/2017 Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper

Tlme Stream Flow (cfs) Stream Stage (ft)
07/02/2017 at 01:15pm MDT 366 5.85
07/02/2017 at 01:00pm MDT 385 5.94
07/02/2017 at 12:45pm MDT 402 6.02
07/02/2017 at 12:30pm MDT 425 6.13
07/02/2017 at 1215pmMDT 439 619
07/02/2017 at 12:00pmMDT 459 6.8
07/02/2017 at 11:45amMDT 501 646
07/02/2017 at 11:30am MDT 475 835
07/02/2017 at 11:15am MDT 487 6.40
07/0212017 at 11:00am MDT 473, 6.34
07/02/2017 at 10:45amMDT 478 6.36
07/0212017 at 10:30am MDT 455 . 6.26
07/02/2017 at 10: 15am MDT . 452 6.25
07/02/2017 at 10:00am MDT 457 827
07/02/2017 at 09:45am MDT 452 625
07/02/2017 at 09:30am MDT 441 6.20
07/02/2017 at 09:15am MDT 450 624
07/02/2017 at 09: 00amMDT' 457 . 6.27
07/02/2017 at 08: 45am MDT 455. 6.26
07/02/2017 at 08:30am MDT 448 623
07/02/2017 at 08: 15am MDT 439 619
07/02/2017 at 08:00am MDT 439 619
07/02/2017 at 07:45am MDT 428 6.14
07/02/2017 at 07:30am MDT - 446 622
07/02/2017 at 07:15am MDT 439 619
07/02/2017 at 07:00am MDT 450 624
07/02/2017 at 06:45am MDT 425 6.13
07/02/2017 at06:30amMDT 419 6.0
07/02/2017 at 06: 15amMDT 439 1 6.19
07/02/2017 3t 06:00amMDT 408 605
07/02/2017 at 05:45am MDT. 7 e 00
07/02/2017 at 05:30am MDT 376 590
07/02/2017 at 05:15am MDT - 385 5.94
0710212017 at05:00am MDT 3r2 5.88
07/02/2017 at 04:45am MDT 362 5.83
07/02/2017 at 04:30am MDT 356 5.80
07/02/2017 at 04:15am MDT 350 577
07/02/2017 at 04:00am MDT 3w 570
07/02/2017 at 03:45am MDT 322 563
07/02/2017 at 03:30am MDT 290 5.46,
07/02/2017 at 03:15am MDT | 277 539
07/02/2017 8t 03:00amMDT 237 516
07/0212017 at 0245am MDT 219 505
07/02/2017 at 02:30am MDT 182 481
07/02/2017 at 02:15am MDT 145 455

http:/iwww.sevierriver.org/rivers/upper/ 2/6



8/7/2017 Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper

Time eStream Flow (cfs) Stream Stage (ft)
07/02/2017 at 02:00am MDT- 27 3.41
07/02/2017 at 01:45am MDT 24 3.36
07/02/2017 at 01:30am MDT 24 3.36
07/02/2017 at 01:15am MDT 7! 3.36
07/02/2017 at01:00amMDT 24 13.36
07/02/2017 at 12:45am MDT 24 3.35
07/0212017 at 12:30amMDT 24 1335
07022017 at 12:45amMDT 24 3.35
07/02/2017 at 1200amMDT 24 3.35
07/01/2017 at 11:45pmMDT 24 335
07/01/2017 at 11:30pmMDT 24 335
07/01/2017 at 11:15pm MDT 24 335
07/01/2017 at 11:00pm MDT 24 3.35
07/01/2017 at 10:45pm MDT 24 3.36
07/01/2017 at 10:30pm MDT 24 1335
07/01/2017 at 10:15pm MDT' 24 3.35
07/01/2017 at 10:00pm MDT 24 3.36
07/01/2017 at 09:45pm MDT. “ 24 3.35
07/01/2017 at 09:30pm MDT 24 . 336
07/01/2017 at09:15pmMDT 24 335
07/01/2017 at 09:00pm MDT 24 335
07/01/2017 at0845pmMOT 24 336
07/01/2017 2t 08:30pm MDT 24 336
07/01/2017 at 08:15pm MDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 08:00pm MDT 31 347
07/01/2017 at07:45pmMDT 31 347
07/01/2017 at 07:30pm MDT 29 344
07/01/2017 at 07:15pm MDT - 25 337
07/01/2017 at 07:00pm MDT ‘ 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 06:45pm MDT 3 347
07/01/2017 at 06:30pm MDT R T 3.46
07/01/2017 at 06:15pm MDT | 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 06:00pm MDT < 3.45
07/01/2017 at 05:45pm MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 05:30pm MDT : 31 346
07/01/2017 at 05:15pm MDT ' 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 05:00pm MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 04:45pm MDT ) 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 04:30pm MDT 3 346
07/01/2017 at 04:15pm MDT' 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 04:00pm MDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 03:45pm MDT 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at03:30pmMDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 03:15pmMDT 31 348
07/01/2017 at03:00pmMDT 31 346

hitp://www.sevierriver.org/rivers/upper/ 3/6



8/7/2017 Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper

Time :Stream Flow (cfs);Streatri_ Stage (ft)
07/01/2017 at 02:45pm MDT 3 346
07/01/2017 at 02:30pm MDT 31, 346
07/01/2017 at 02:45pmMDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 02:00pm MDT' 31 346
07/01/2017 at 01:45pm MDT 81 348
07/01/2017 at01:30pmMDT 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 01:15pm MDT, 31 346
07/01/2017 at01:00pmMDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 12:45pm MDT 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 12:30pm MDT,W 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 12:15pm MDT - T T 46
07/01/2017 at 12:00pmMDT 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 11:45am MDT o3 346
07/01/2017 at 11:30amMDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 11:15am MDT 3 3.46
07/01/2017 at 11:00am MDT 31 346
07/01/2017 at 10:45am MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 10:30am MDT' 30 345
07/01/2017 at 10:15am MDT 30: 3.45
07/01/2017 at 10:00am MDT: 30 345
07/01/2017 at 09:45am MDT : 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 09:30am MDT’ - 31 346
07/01/2017 at 09:15am MDT 31 3.46
07/01/2017 at 09:00am MDT, 30 345
07/01/2017 at 08:45am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 08:30am MDT. ‘ 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 08:15am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 08:00am MDT 30 " 3.45
07/01/2017 at 07:45amMDT' 29 3.44
07/01/2017 at 07:30am MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at07:15amMDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 07:00am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 06:45amMDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 06:30am MDT 3 345
07/01/2017 at06:15amMDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 06:00am MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 05:45am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 05:30am MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 05:15am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 05:00am MDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 04:45am MDT' 30 345
07/01/2017 at 04:30am MDT 29 344
07/01/2017 at 04:15amMDT 30 345
07/01/2017 at 04:00am MDT; 30 345
07/01/2017 at 03:45am MDT 20 344

http://lwww.sevierriver.org/rivers/upper/ 4/6



8/7/2017 Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper

Time Stream Flow (cfs) 'Stre\ank\ Stage (ft)
07/01/2017 at 03:30am MDT 30 3.45
07/01/2017 at 03:15am MDT 3. 345
07/01/2017 at 03:00am MDT: 20 . 344
07/01/2017 at 02:45am MDT 29 3.44
07/01/2017 at 02:30am MDT 20 3.44
07/01/2017 at 02:15am MDT 29 344
07/01/2017 at02:00amMDT 20 344
07/01/2017 at 01:45amMDT 20 344
07/01/2017 at 01:30amMDT, 29, 344
07/01/2017 at 01:15am MDT: 2 3.44
07/01/2017 at 01:00am MDT: 20 3.44
07/01/2017 at 12:45am MDT 20 3.44
07/01/2017 at 12:30am MDT 29' 3.44
07/01/2017 at 12:15am MDT 29 3.44
07/01/2017 at 12:00am MDT' 29 3.44

http://www.sevierriver.org/rivers/upper/ 5/6



8/7/12017 Sevier River Water Users Association: Upper
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DAILY Discharge, cubic feet per second

USGS
USGS 10189000 EAST FORK SEVIER RIVER NEAR KINGSTON, UT
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