
SEVIm, RIVM COMMISSIONM,

MARCH 27, Ig75

Mr. D.C. Hansen
Utah State hrgineer
442 State Capitol
SaIt Lake City, Utah 84II4

Dear Mr. Hansen:

This letter is vritten in response to the letter received

system, with specific references to the re

from lnlr. Thorpe Warlrt-
of the Sevier River
St

credits and reservoir Iosses.

f hatt originally intend.etl to write a lengthy letter explaining in minute rtetail
aII the stipulations referred to in the letter. The letter was also to include
a lengthy oratory on lack of cormnrnications, lack of und.erstand.ing, and lack of
cooperation between the Upper and Lower Zones. However, inasmuch as it is my
und.erstanding that a special hearing with the State hrgineer and interest parties
will be held. concerning the allegations set forth in Mr. Waddinghamts letter, I
w'ill only briefly reviev the elements of concern contained in the above mentioned
letter.

The comments belov refer to the elementary schedule of matters to be established
at the meeting:

To my uld.erstanding, the Piute Reservoir and Irrigation Co., Monroe South Bend. 93161
C

they are s. It is also my und.erstanding that
the Monroe South Bend. Canal Coupany and. the Vennillion frrigation Co. do not

ervoirhave a 
ivoir. However, both the Monroe South Bend. canar co. and the

Vemillion Irrigation Co. have extensi in Otter Creek Reservoir.
It was my
delivered. to Piute Reservoir antl utilized during the irrigation season. There
has been no
Irrigation Companyt s 0tter Creek water from the Otter Creek water that was either
due Piute Reservoir ed in Piute Reservoir, due to a transfer.

\ir
U

}s1t'' elyge__qgu!! B"_+3_94_lr",fm_i-L!_i_qq_ "Irt1ge_t_i.gr-r c_q_. a
terrnporary holdover right in the reservoirs in question. Both

until such time that physical releases from Piute Reservoir are necessary to '
satisfy d.iversion.

I must agree with l,lr. Warldingham that it is apparent that commissioners do not
place the same intrepation on water rights and documents referred to, and it is
also obvious that there is a basic misund.erstanding of the waters of the Sevier
River and how they are physically captured., stored, del-ivered, transfemed, helil-

over, and lost to the system.



With reference to !h_9_ , which was incLuded in
the letter, this water surmary
to

phl6_irg!_y?te This summary was nor
intend.ed for publication and clearly points out that the figures are approximate,
and one atttLing and subtracting the figures can teII very easily whether there are
any d,eficits in the credits and the location of the various water rights involved.

The terminology A-L is a tenninology.which f use t the d-ifference be-
tween the direct flow rights below Fiute Reservoir which receive monthlv water

wiII hence forth in aII correspond-ence refer to this particular group of irrigation

the vater
Reservoir

companies as A-L Companies plus 2, so that this element wiII no longer be a problen.

The roximate credits referred to on the surmrary a mates and are in no
was reflect tual of water which has been clelivered into the
Lower Zone. The rlifference between thet l}e 7rO85 acre feet and the 5,9L1 acre feet

as a monthly flow percentage. It was my policy in the past to allocate
all regulation water over Vermillion Dam on the monthly reports. But, due to the
fact that consid.erable amorrnt of A-L regulation stream vater was lost in Sevier
Britlge, it was necessary for me to deduct from the irrigation companyrs water
cred-itsr the total anount of regulation stream credit. This was not a politically
popular move and I found it much better not to allocate on the nonthly reportsall of the waters involvett in the regulation stream. Likewise, it is,ry *rd""-
stand'ing that it is proper and important that the water books must balance and the
water must be iclentified, and f see no reason why this procedure is improper.
AIso, t _
ferred
and I am sure that detail breaktlovn r,rrill be available as soon as the regulation
water can be trasnferred into the piute Reservoir.

r have inqrluderl_th_g_ve_nnirrio! and south Bend rrrigation co les ln regulation
stream not as a benefit to the irrigation gsmpanies bu
va:dT6F-availabre at the head of the d.iversion in sufficient eno
p If the Vennillion and South Bend

with the stream. Also, the regulation water, as pointed out by Mr. Waddingham,
is water d.erived from the primary flow rights during the sunner time. Vennillion
Irrigation Co. and S,,uth Bend. Irrigation Company fall in this catagory. f have
d'iscussed. this situation with the A-L users as they have the same basic concern
as l"Ir. Wadtlingham. It wouLd be my recormrend.ation as a practical matter to in-
clud.e the Monroe South Bend. and Venniltion frrigation Companies in the regulation
stream. f_t19-.-t_q-taf amount of water rleliv
involved in Iation st

st .rfth
Verrnillion frrigation Company and Monroe South Bend are removed from
sunnaryr the total amount of water due and transfenable into Piute
will remain rrnchanged.
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The ranteed. water credits to be honored on the first of the
irrigation season,  pf:!l_!- 1975. will be 2T.458 ac. feet of water minus winter
Iosses. The water surulary in no way inplies the amorrnt of water which witl be
actually honored during Lhe 1975 water year.

storage water to direct flow rights or visa-versa. I am completely aware of the
situation on how new storage vater is calculated in the Ilpper Zone of the Sevier
River, and. the water sunnary report of 1974 in no way ind.icates that any waters
wiII be lost to the storage companies.

_ !o__be e

At the time t r l, 1974 raas prepared, there was infact
no deficit as approximately IIr000 acre feet of regulating water had been idfrffia
and transferred. over Vermillion Dam. Before any deficit can be mad.e up the exact
amount of the deficit must be identified, if they rlo infact exist.

Winter losses on water heltl in Piute Rese and. has been since I became
River Conrmissioner. The water snmnary datetl 0ctober I, L974 reflects a winter
Ioss of 6% (^V error). The of water loss in 0tter Creek Reservoir

_anrl Piute Reservoir will be p,rovid.ed a e

II -Dg accorrnted for in reservoir losses and
involved with the regulation stream..

I hope I have provided you with enough basic inforrnation so that you may have a
little insight into the problems referre"l to in lt{r. Warldinghamfs letter. fnasmuch
as there seems to be a basic misund.ersta e

and primary direct flow water, I would like to request of you at this tine to
r River a complete suurnarv on their water calculations in-o btarn

volvingng these particular items for the last three years: specific questions

Reservoir; calcula , with reference to total amount of water

the Lover Zone. This information would be of great help and should be very help-
ful in establishing continuity betveen the Upper and Lower Rivers.

Sincerely yours,

Bl{: jn
cc: It{r. Roger Walker

I,{r. Thorpe Wadtlingham
President Otter Creek Board.
President Piute Reservoir Board


