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CASTLE CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM ANNUAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 11, 2015
The first annual meeting of the Castle Creek Distribution System was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Ms. Sue Odekirk.  The first item of business was the Commissioner’s Report for 2014 with added observations from Division staff. The year started off with below average snow pack on the La Sal’s. System readings began March 31 and ended August 26. Flow in the creek exceeded 2 cfs between the dates of April 15 and July 3 with the highest reading being 3.83 cfs recorded on June 13th. A temporary flow meter was installed at the irrigation company’s flume. It was observed that flow releases less than 1 cfs from Daystar’s point of diversion disappeared into the streambed a short way down the creek from the diversion. It was observed that releases of greater than 2 cfs generally made it all the way down the creek to the irrigation company with at least 0.1 cfs remaining in the stream channel. Results of releases between 1 cfs and 2 cfs were inconclusive.  Measurements from the flow meter showed that during the period of time the meter was in place, discontinuing releases of water for volumes less than 1 cfs from Daystar’s point of diversion did not seem to have any effect on the volume of spring flow entering the irrigation company’s diversion point. An agreement was reached between the irrigation company and Daystar to make releases at Quakie Pond when flume readings exceeded 2.3 cfs. The SNOTEL report for this date shows the current snowpack is: La Sal Mountain 84%, Camp Jackson 72% and East Willow Creek 74%. A motion was made by Bill Hedden and seconded by Merrill Brady to accept the Commissioner’s Report.  The motion passed.

A report from the Division of Water Rights was next on the agenda.  Ms. Sue Odekirk expressed appreciation to Commissioner Hackley for the work she did in 2014.  Sue also discussed a bill before the legislature that would affect how river commissioners are classified as State Employees. Mr. Marc Stilson discussed some of the upcoming legislation regarding water and water rights being considered by the legislature this year.
The irrigation company and Daystar will work together to try and come to an agreement on the most efficient method of water distribution for the coming season.  If an agreement cannot be reached, the water rights will be administered by priority and in accordance with the principles of futile call if applicable. In either case, the committee requested that Commissioner Hackley keep the record of flow readings for the year. Periodic field checks on the system will be made by staff from the Price Office.  
A review of the 2014 Financial Statement was next on the agenda. During 2014, receipts totaled $3,002.65, of which $3,000.00 was collected from regular assessments, and $2.65 in interest. Expenditures totaled $2,725.35. The balance in the Trust Account as of December 31, 2014 was $277.30. A motion was made by Colin Fryer and seconded by Bill Hedden to accept the Financial Statement as read.  The motion passed. 
The next item of business was the preparation of the budget for 2015.  After some discussion, the following budget proposed:

Commissioner’s Salary

   $2,300.00

Social Security


      $176.00

Insurance



        $30.00

State Engineer’s Assessment

      $189.00
Total

   $2,695.00


Bill Hedden made a motion to accept the budget as proposed.  Merrill Brady seconded the motion.  The motion passed. Ken Drogin made a motion to set the assessment at $3,000. Bill Hedden seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  

The final item of business was the appointment of a Water User's Committee for 2015.  Merrill Brady made the motion to appoint the following individuals to the committee:

Ken Drogin


Castle Valley Irrigation Company
Shawn 
Speidel

Daystar
Bill Hedden seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 

Those present at the meeting included the following:

Pam Hackley



River Commissioner
Shawn Speidel



Daystar
Merrill Brady



Castle Valley Irrigation Company
Bill Hedden



Castle Valley Irrigation Company

Ken Drogin



Castle Valley Irrigation Company

Skip Ambrose



Castle Valley Irrigation Company

Ali Fuller



Castle Valley Irrigation Company

Colin Fryer



Castle Rock Ranch

Marc Stilson



Division of Water Rights

Sue Odekirk



Division of Water Rights

