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The annual meeting of the Cottonwood Creek Distribution System was called to order by Chairman Craig Johansen at 10:00 a.m.  The first item of business was the reading of the minutes of the 2014 annual meeting by Marc Stilson.  A motion was made by Clyde Magnuson and seconded by Jay Humphrey to accept the minutes.  The motion passed.  

The next item on the agenda was the Commissioner’s Report for 2014.  Commissioner Dustin Huntington indicated that the 2014 water year was a little below average.  February snowpack was 75-85% of normal.  The year started with 30,082 acre-feet of water in Joes Valley Reservoir.  Water delivery for irrigation began April 22.  Project water was set at 100% at the reservoir with a 15% delivery loss to the farm.  The reservoir did not spill in 2014.  Commissioner Huntington stated that runoff flows were below average and the season’s primary flows were delivered up until August 31 with some project water being delivered thru September.  At the end of 2014, there was 41,130 acre-feet of water in Joe’s Valley Reservoir.  Commissioner Huntington read a summary of the water deliveries for the past year.  Currently the SNOTEL sites show Seely Creek at 92%, Red Pine Ridge at 85%, and Mammoth-Cottonwood at 75%.  A motion was made by Hal Johnson to approve the Commissioner’s Report and was seconded by Clyde Magnuson.  The motion passed.

A report from the Division of Water Rights was next on the agenda.  Ms. Sue Odekirk expressed appreciation to Commissioner Huntington for the work he did in 2014.  Sue also discussed a bill before the legislature that would affect how river commissioners are classified as State employees.  Mr. Marc Stilson discussed some of the upcoming legislation regarding water and water rights being considered by the legislature this year.  
A review the 2014 Financial Statement was next on the agenda.  As of January 1, 2014, there was $10,388.50 in the Trust Account.  Receipts for the year totaled $25,096.17, which included $24,998.24 in regular assessments, $26.27 in delinquent penalties, $1.15 in previous assessments and penalties and $70.51 in interest.  Expenditures for the year totaled $23,245.84.  As of December 31, 2014, there was $12,238.83 in the Trust Account.  There was one delinquent accounts in the amount of $10.64.  A motion was made by Clyde Magnuson and seconded by Jacob Sharp to accept the Financial Statement as read.  The motion passed.

Commissioner Huntington informed the committee that he would be resigning his appointment due to personal and work commitments.  The committee thanked Commissioner Huntington for his work on the system.  Mr. Clyde Magnuson explained that there was some duplication of effort in record keeping on the system and some of the independent diversion points on the river were being consolidated into the irrigation company.   Clyde expressed the opinion of Cottonwood Creek Consolidated Irrigation Company that the river could be managed adequately with all remaining independent water right points of diversion ensured delivery of their water without the costs associated with appointment of a new river commissioner.
Mr. Marc Stilson expressed the opinion of the Division of Water Rights that if there was good communication between water users on the system and a spirit of cooperation among the water users that resulted in all authorized water diversions being served adequately and in accordance with the water rights, and good individual record keeping among the water users themselves, there would not necessarily be a need for a river commissioner.  Mr. Stilson further stated that the irrigation company’s water masters had no authority over independent water right holders and could only assist in regulating their diversions on a cooperative and voluntary basis.  Mr. Stilson explained that if the water users could not get along and the Division was making regular trips to regulate diversions on the river, the State Engineer has the authority to mandate appointment of a river commissioner.  Expenses related to the duties and function of the river commissioner would be assessed to the water users in the exact same manner as is currently occurring.  Ms. Odekirk suggested that self-regulation of the river system on a trial basis be observed for at least one year before disbanding the distribution system.  There was also some discussion of ways to continue the distribution system as a hybrid system without a full-time river commissioner but maintaining the distribution committee and reporting structure.   Clyde Magnuson made a motion to try self-relation of the river system for this year while maintaining the same distribution committee and reporting structure.  Jay Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all present voting in the affirmative.  The committee felt that without the expenses of a river commissioner there would not be a need for a budget or assessment for this year.  The amount remaining in the trust account will continue to accrue interest throughout the year.  
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With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. Those present at the meeting included the following:
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