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The holding of a meeting in person at an anchor location 
presents a substantial risk to the health and safety of those 
who may be present due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  
Public meetings held by the State Engineer regarding the 
adjudication of water rights in the past have drawn large 
audiences.  Current guidelines from the Governor’s Office 
recommend limiting large gatherings and encourage working 
remotely whenever feasible.  Therefore, the State Engineer 
determines that holding this meeting through electronic means 
without an anchor location will best serve the State of Utah’s 
efforts to combat COVID-19 while still allowing interested 
members of the public to participate in proceedings.

Electronic Meeting Statement



• Adjudication Process Review
• Proposed Determination Overview

• Issue of Interest in the Mill Creek PD
• Hydrographic Survey Map Overview
• Accessing the Proposed Determination and 

Hydrographic Survey Maps
• Questions

Agenda
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Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Preamble – Prior Decree Section



Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Time-Based Interest

Background Considerations:
1. The 1913 Mill Creek Decree describes fractions of

Mill Creek assigned to separate ditches.
2. These ditch awards are further subdivided into

hourly awards.
Problem:

1. How to equitably describe “portions” of fractional or
hourly awards.

2. How to establish flow rates that honor the intent of
the 1913 Mill Creek Decree.

3. How to award flow rates that are realistic.



Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Preamble – Time Based Interest

7. Time-Based Interest. Some rights are described with
a time-based interest in the flow rate listed as the
quantity of water. Where so described, the claimant is
permitted to proportionately reduce the flow rate and
increase the duration of authorized diversion. For
example, a right with a 1 cfs quantity of water and a
time-based interest of 8/168 may divert 0.5 cfs for
16/168ths of time. This time-based variability can only
be exercised when doing so will not interfere with senior
rights.



Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Time-Based Interest

How does it work?:
1. Other Comment:

• “This water right is a Primary Right entitled to the listed 
flowrate on a 8/168ths time-based interest in award XX 
from paragraph X.X of the 1913 Mill Creek Decree.”

2. For rights so designated, the water user has a right 
to the full flowrate, but for a limited time.  This is 
the time-based interest, expressed as a fraction.

3. The time-based interest is flexible.
• Supports status quo
• Supports updated water use time tables

4. No need to seek State Engineer permission for    
this flexibility.
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Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Location Map
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• Name (Owner of Record)
• Ownership Interest

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)
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• Type of Right
• Quantity of Water (cfs or acre-feet)

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

• Priority Date
• Source

Point of Diversion Location 
& 

Well Data (if available) 
Water Use Group

• Same Right Continued



Nature of Beneficial Use

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)
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Group Total



Place of Use:
Section, Township, 

& Range

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Place of Use:
Quarter-Sections

Place of Use:
Quarter-Quarters

(40-acre tract) or Lots

Place of Use:
Acreage Total per Section



General Comments

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)



Water 
Right

Number

Name of Owner of Record

Points of Diversion & Source

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Forfeited Rights



Water 
Right

Number

Name of Owner of Record
Points of Diversion & Source

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Invalid Claims



Water 
Right

NumberName of Owner of Record

Point of Diversion Source

Page
Number

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Alphabetic Index



Map Legend

Map Location

Mill Creek Proposed Determination
Hydrographic Survey Maps
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Scale Bar



Recipients of the Notice of the Proposed Determination:

• Water right owners listed on the records of the State Engineer.

• Claimants who submitted claims in the Mill Creek adjudication.

• Registered agents for corporate entities owning water rights or having 
filed claims within the adjudication boundary.

• Counsel of record who have filed an appearance in the court.

The Proposed Determination can be accessed via:

• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/MillCreekPD

• Hardcopies can be printed at our office for a nominal fee.

• Filed at the District Court.

The Hydrographic Survey Map can be accessed via:
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/MillCreekHS

• Hardcopies can be viewed at our office.

Accessing the Proposed Determination

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/MillCreekPD
http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/MillCreekHS


Who can I contact to discuss the 
Adjudication Process?

Utah Division of Water Rights
1594 West North Temple

Suite 220, PO Box 146300
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300
www.waterrights.utah.gov

Michael Drake, PE
Assistant State Engineer - Adjudication
E-mail: michaeldrake@utah.gov

Gary Brimley, PE
Adjudication Engineer Manager

E-mail: garybrimley@utah.gov

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/
mailto:blakebingham@utah.gov
mailto:blakebingham@utah.gov


Questions?
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